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Hawthorns 
red route 
scheme to 
be revised 

CONTROVERSIAL red 
route plans for a Black 
Country borough have been 
revised after concerns from 
West Bromwich Albion fans, 
the football club and nearby 
businesses. 

Sandwell Council had 
£861,000 plans to prevent 
drivers stopping and park¬ 
ing on roads from junctions 
one and two of the M5. The 
proposals drew criticism 
from Baggies bosses, who 
feared restrictions would 
deter supporters who park 
on Kenrick Way. But now 
authority chiefs have re¬ 
vised plans, after more than 
200 people responded to a 
consultation on proposals. 

Bosses originally planned 
420 match day parking bays 
to help the estimated 760 
fans who park on Kenrick 
Way for Albion home games. 

They will now provide 620 
spaces instead alongside the 
road, which will only have 
single red line restrictions to 
allow parking on weedays 
after 6.30pm, weekends and 
bank holidays. 

The move means the extra 
bays can be used by football 
fans, including for midweek 
games, and as an overflow 
for the Bethel Convention 
Centre’s visitors. 

An 18-month trial of red 
route restrictions is recom¬ 
mended for approval by 
Councillor Derek Rowley, 
the cabinet member for 
neighbourhood services, on 
January 13. 

BT workers 
set to start 

A TOTAL of 300 workers 
recruited for the new BT call 
centre in West Bromwich 
are due to start this month. 

Many positions have been 
filled at the Providence Place 
office block and bosses are 
now urging people to come 
forward to fill the remaining 
posts. Once employed, staff 
will receive full training and 
there is the potential to earn 
up to £22,500 a year. 

Providence Place is 
located on the island of the 
A41 Expressway close to 
West Bromwich town centre. 


'NUNDIESS' YOBS 
TARGET SCHOOL 


By Naomi Dunning 


A HEADTEACHER has spoken of her disgust at “mind¬ 
less” yobs who broke into her West Bromwich school, 
stealing and smashing up IT equipment. Teachers at King 
George V Primary School on Beeches Road could not 
open the school on the first day of term this week because 
they were cleaning up after the burglars. 


Kidnap victim 
Stephanie in 
hope message 

A FORMER estate agent from Great Barr 
who was kidnapped at knifepoint and held 
prisoner in a make-shift coffin for eight days 
says she has now put the events of her past 
behind her and emerged a “happy” person. 

Stephanie Slater was taken prisoner by 
Michael Sams in January 1992 after he 
lured her to an empty property in the Great 
Barr area by posing as an interested buyer. 

She was bound and blindfolded before 
being placed in a coffin constructed at his 
home in Nottinghamshire. Sams had 
threatened to kill her unless £175,000 ran¬ 
som was paid by her firm. 

Stephanie endured an eight-day ordeal 
but stayed calm and befriended Sams by 
talking about hobbies and the television 
soap opera Coronation Street, hoping he 
would not kill her if he liked her. 

The gamble paid off as she was released 
once the ransom had been paid. 

Sams later told police that he had 
intended to kill her. 

Speaking near to the 20th anniversary of 
her ordeal, Stephanie, now 45 and living on 
the Isle of Wight, is reported to have put the 
demons of the past behind her and is now 
looking to the future. 

“Demons follow you but you do heal,” she 
said. “With friends around you those 
demons tend to fall by the wayside. 

“I am fine now and happy.” 


Two interactive white board projectors 
were stolen along with eight laptop com¬ 
puters, five digital cameras and a lamina- 
tor. The yobs also smashed a window and 
kicked in several doors to classrooms dur¬ 
ing their wrecking spree. 

Headteacher Alison Matthews said it was 
burglar alarms that alerted police to the 
break-in, in the early hours of last Friday. 

She said: “We found out about it at the 
end of last week, but could not get anyone in 
to fix the damage due to the bank holidays. 
We could not have the children back in to 
school because of the damage to the doors.” 

The school which has 209 pupils managed 
to tell most parents about the school closure 
through their text message system, but 
some children still turned up at the school 
on Tuesday only to be turned away. It was 
open again yesterday. 

Devastating 

Mrs Matthews said: “It is devastating for 
all of us here, it’s like havingyour home bro¬ 
ken into. It’s an invasion of your space and 
privacy. We are all upset about it. 

“It was also a very random break-in, in 
that they took some valuable items and not 
others. They damaged the expensive white 
boards by trying to rip them off the wall. It 
is just mindless.” 

Mrs Mathews said the total value of the 
items are not yet known. She added: “The 
children haven’t lost any school work 
because everything was backed up.” 

Sandwell Council’s education boss Bob 
Badham said: “Unfortunately this is some¬ 
thing that happens during school holidays. 
Luckily it hasn’t been prevalent over this 
break. Obviously this has disrupted the chil¬ 
dren’s education and the school’s routine. 

“They were expecting to go back to school 
yesterday. It is also disruptive for parents 
who have to find childcare unexpectedly.” 

Police are currently investigating the 
break-in and anyone with information is 
urged to contact the police on the 101 num¬ 
ber or call Crimestoppers anonymously. 



Roy and Iris Hyde, from Toll End Road, Tipton, who were trapped due to flooding 

AN ELDERLY couple were stuck in their home for 10 days after sewage flooded their dri¬ 
veway and back garden. More than six inches of water surrounded the home of Ron and 
Iris Hyde in Tipton, leaving them unable to get outside. 

Mrs Hyde, aged 85, uses a walking frame and only the back door is convenient for her to 
use. She relies on their car to get around, but it was out of bounds as neither of them could 
wade through the ankle-deep sewage. Staff at the Ockerhill convenience store next door 
took them food as they could not go shopping. 

Water firm Severn Trent was repeatedly contacted by the couple and their neighbours, 
and finally drained the area on Saturday - 10 days after the flood first started. 

Mrs Hyde said: “I think it really has been unacceptable. The smell has been terrible from 
the sewage and we shouldn’t have had to put up with this for so long.” 

Spokesman Sara-Jane O’Kane said: “Severn Trent would like to apologise to all those 
affected by the sewer flooding in Toll End Road.” 


Pensioner 
targeted by 
distraction 
con thieves 

THIEVES stole £500 from a 
Smethwick pensioner after 
taking her purse from her 
handbag. 

The victim, aged 81, had 
been to a bank on Bearwood 
Road.She had withdrawn 
£500. On leaving the Bar¬ 
clays branch, two young 
Asian or Eastern European 
women, thought to be in 
their 20s, approached the 
woman victim. 

A suspect distracted the 
pensioner while her sus¬ 
pected accomplice stole the 
purse, containing the fresh¬ 
ly withdrawn £500, from the 
victim’s handbag at around 
11am on December 29. 

Sergeant Paul Shannag- 
han, who is responsible for 
policing the area, is calling 
for members of the public to 
reveal any information they 
have about the robbery. 

He said: “At about 11am 
an 81-year-old lady was a 
victim to a bag purse dip 
where she had £500 stolen. 
The victim had attended 
Barclays bank on Bearwood 
Road and had taken £500 
from her account. 

“She then walked towards 
Aldi where she had a conver¬ 
sation with two young Asian 
or Eastern European 
females in their 20s, one of 
which distracted the victim 
and the second stole her 
purse from her handbag.” 

Sgt Shannaghan asked 
anyone with information to 
call on 0345 113 5000 ext 
7601 6139 or phone Crime- 
stoppers on 0800 555 111. 

Man in court 
over attack 

A MAN appeared in court 
yesterday charged with an 
attack which has left an 18- 
year-old from Great Barr in 
a critical condition in hospi¬ 
tal. 

The 23-year-old from Bil- 
ston appeared before 
Wolverhampton magis¬ 
trates charged with wound¬ 
ing with intent over an 
incident at the Royal Oak 
pub in Portobello, Wolver¬ 
hampton, at 4.30am on New 
Year’s Day. Police arrested 
another man, aged 22, over 
the incident. 
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Criminals target car number plates 


MORE than 600 car number plates 
were stolen across the Black Coun¬ 
try in just six months, new figures 
have revealed. 

Sandwell has emerged as the hot¬ 
spot area, with 289 swiped from a 
total of 625 around the region. A fur¬ 
ther 127 were stolen in Walsall, 122 
in Dudley and 87 in Wolverhampton. 

The plates, which can be used to 
disguise cars involved in crimes, were 
stolen between March and October 


last year. It can cost car owners 
around £30 for replacement plates. 

The Association of British Drivers 
said such thefts are rising across the 
country as motorists seek to avoid 
parking fines, speeding tickets and 
steal petrol from forecourts. This 
includes anti-tamper screws. 

Spokesman Roger Lawson said: 
“It does seem to be a growing prob¬ 
lem and we would advise anyone 
who has a common car to make sure 


their number plates are securely 
fixed. A thief then has to destroy the 
number plate to get it off so is a 
deterrent. 

“There are a number of reasons it 
is happening. The cost of a simple 
parking fine is now so high so there 
is a strong financial incentive to 
stick on a stolen number plate. 

“Then petrol theft where people 
can drive off and then police chase 
the wrong person”. 


It emerged earlier this year a 
series of thefts had taken place 
across Walsall with 40 taken in 
March alone. Areas included near 
the town centre, Willenhall, 
Bloxwich, Darlaston and Aldridge. 

There was also a crime spree in 
Wednesbury last month where 20 
were stolen in a week. Vehicles 
parked on Brunswick Park Road, 
Pound Road and Foley Street in the 
town were among those hit. 


Contractors sought to 
tidy up traveller sites 


A CLEAN-UP squad is being recruited by 
Sandwell Council to cut bills for tidying up 
sites used by travellers. The authority is 
advertising for a contractor to take on work 
to tidy up fly-tipping and secure land follow¬ 
ing “unauthorised encampments”. 


An advert for the work 
has been published on net¬ 
working website Find It In 
Sandwell, which said con¬ 
tractors must be able to visit 
sites within 24 hours to 
quote for work. 

It comes after clean-up 
crews were called out a 
dozen times to former trav¬ 
ellers’ sites in the first half 
of the year. 

This left taxpayers with a 
bill for £5,050. 

Councillor Ian Jones, cab¬ 
inet member for jobs and 
economy, said: “We cannot 
reveal the value of the con¬ 
tract because we are waiting 
for good tenders. 

“Sites left in a mess are a 
shame for residents which is 
why we want them cleared 
as quickly as possible. 

“But there are two ele¬ 
ments to it: securing sites to 
stop incursions and cleaning 
them up if they do happen. 

“The council always has 
to move quickly in these 
cases. 

“We have had a lot of trav¬ 
ellers’ encampments in the 
last 12 months but in fair¬ 
ness sometimes groups have 
bagged rubbish up them¬ 
selves.” 


B by Alex Homer 

Councillor Ray Nock, 
leader of the borough’s Tory 
opposition group, however 
questioned why clean-ups at 
travellers’ sites were not 
included in the £650 million 
waste services contract with 
Serco. He said: “I find it 
staggering that with such a 
large contract, there’s no 
provision for a call-out to a 
travellers’ site for rubbish 
removal.” 

Caravans have parked up 
on a raft of council-owned 
sites in the past 12 months. 

Caravans 

The ad hoc camps have 
been set up at Lightwoods 
Park, off Hagley Road, most 
recently in October. Up to 15 
caravans have been seen 
parked up at various times. 

Other cases have included 
travellers parking on land 
off Wolverhampton Road, 
near Sandwell College’s Old¬ 
bury campus. Travellers also 
set up camp on land off 
Richard Street South, West 
Bromwich, which was being 
used as a base for contrac¬ 
tors working on the £l.lm 
transformation of the Lyng 
estate. 


No to takeaway plan 

PLANS to transform a former laundrette into an Indian 
takeaway in Tipton have been rejected by planning bosses 
over fears about disturbing residents. 

Plans had been submitted to convert the former Anita’s 
Laundrette, in Mark’s Road, into a takeaway, creating two 
new full-time jobs. 

But the application was thrown out by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil’s planning committee after members agreed the devel¬ 
opment posed a risk to residents living near-by. 

The chamber heard police identified anti-social behaviour 
hotspots around the parade of shops on Marks Road and a 
dispersal order had been imposed. 



Kent Road resident Raymond Melia, from Wednesbury, with his uncollected 
recycling and food waste bins which he claims were left unemptied this week 


DOZENS of slop buckets filled with festive 
food waste have been left to rot on two 
streets after being missed by binmen on 
their rounds, residents say. 

Michael Melia, a resident of Kent Road, 
Wednesbury, said all the houses on his street 
had their household waste rubbish bins col¬ 
lected last Tuesday but binmen had neg¬ 
lected to pick up bins containing leftovers. 

Recycling bins were also left uncollected, 
he said, and a resident in Coles Lane, West 
Bromwich, said the buckets were also 
untouched despite their household bins 


being collected. Mr Melia, a full-time carer 
for his father Raymond, said the situation 
was creating a health hazard and an eyesore. 
“We are not very happy at all,” said the 45- 
year-old. “We had all the bins out on Monday 
and the food waste bin smelled then.” 

His brother David Melia, a forklift driver 
who lives next door, said: “It is disgusting.” 

Councillor Derek Rowley said he had been 
made aware of complaints and would be 
investigating. Friar Park Councillor Geoff 
Lewis said he had no complaints from resi¬ 
dents outside of Kent Road. 


New Year offer 

Riser Reeliner Chairs 



&■ 


Range of size and colours 
Various models in stock 
Free Delivery 

Minimum £100 off all Powered Products 
in our extensive showroom 


>1 CAPITOL MOBILITY 

Showroom at Bath Street, Bilston WV14 OST 
FREE Easy Parking....(next to Morrisons) 
01902 409929 





Vertical & Roller Blinds 

On Selected Ranges 


Child Safety Features Fitted Free of Charge 



Also available 

Venetians • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Slat Venetians 

FREEPHONE 

08005875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Fitting. FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £70.00 plus VATj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills, 

Single Wills £75.00 plus 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment I in 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the Societt^DBill Wfcer 

Go oj^jils^ ,td 
WWW. g®®4wffls®I41ssmdls»c®.i!iife 
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The Public 
visited by 
230,000 
arts fans 

THE number of visitors to 
the controversial arts centre 
The Public has almost dou¬ 
bled in the past 12 months, 
it has emerged. 

The West Bromwich 
gallery has welcomed more 
than 230,000 people through 
its doors since the start of 
January 2011 compared 
with 126,000 last year. 

The figure represents an 
83 per cent increase on the 
previous year. The news has 
been welcomed by staff at 
the £72 million gallery, 
which opened less than two- 
and-a-half years ago. 

The project has received 
criticism after it ran £49m 
over budget and critics 
branded it a waste of money. 

Managing director Linda 
Saunders said the increase 
was down to factors includ¬ 
ing the gallery’s choice of 
exhibitions, word of mouth, 
partnerships with schools 
and increasing use by com¬ 
munity groups. 

The gallery’s events pro¬ 
gramme including comedy, 
music and theatre perform¬ 
ances, was also highlighted 
as playing a key part. 

Mrs Saunders said: “No- 
one is going to say it didn’t 
cost a lot of money but The 
Public is being widely used 
by the local community.” 

Cash boost 
for charity 

OPTICIANS in West Brom¬ 
wich have donated more 
than £360 to a visually im¬ 
paired group in the borough. 

The team from Specsavers 
in Kings Square raised £365 
for The Sandwell Visually 
Impaired group following a 
fundraising day for the char¬ 
ity in-store. 

Staff wore fancy dress cos¬ 
tumes, in return for dona¬ 
tions and held a tombola to 
co-incide with the store’s 
25th anniversary. 

There was also a face 
painter at the event, and a 
birthday cake. 

Sweet thoughts 

A SCHOOL is planning to 
raise money for the British 
Heart Foundation by selling 
chocolates. 

The heart-shaped treats 
will be sold at Perryfields 
High School in Oldbury for 
25p each. 

It is hoped the initiative 
will run during February to 
coincide with National 
Heart Month. 


IRFAN’S 

FISH & CHIPS 

• Fresh Cut Chips 

• Pukka Pies 

• Kebabs 

• Chicken Tikka Kebab 

• Burgers 
• Cod 

• Fresh Roe 

• Southern Fried Chicken 

Kids meals 

only £1.00 

Specials 

from only £ 2.00 

Mon - Sat 11.30am - 2.00pm 
& 4.30pm - 10.30pm 
Open Sunday 6.00pm - 10.30pm 

98 Crankhall Lane, 
Friar Park, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 0EQ 
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Behaviour 
scheme is 
a big hit 

ANTI-SOCIAL behaviour in 
12 former trouble spots in 
Sandwell has fallen by 
almost 50 per cent, it has 
been revealed. 

Council bosses have seen 
the number of incidents in 
12 parks and neighbour¬ 
hoods fall from 298 in sum¬ 
mer 2010 to 160 in summer 
this year - a 46 per cent fall. 

The fall has come after 
youth workers put on a 
series of activities targeted 
at a number of parks and 
neighbourhoods in Sandwell 
over the summer holidays. 

More than 1,500 young 
people took part in events 
put on by young people’s 
services. Youth activities 
were held across Sandwell in 
the summer, with a focus on 
Jubilee Park, Tipton, Farley 
Park, Great Bridge, Haden 
Hill Park, Cradley Heath, 
Tividale Park, Tividale, Tan- 
house area, Newton and 
Friar Park in Wednesbury. 

Other areas also targeted 
included Brunswick Park, 
Wednesbury, Greets Green, 
West Bromwich, the Burnt 
Tree estate and Lion Farm 
estate, Oldbury, as well as 
Victoria Park, Smethwick. 

Councillor Derek Rowley, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
member for neighbourhood 
services, said: “These results 
show the importance of 
youth work.” 

Plea on flu 
jabs issued 

SANDWELL Primary Care 
Trust is urging people with 
long-term health conditions 
in the borough to get a life¬ 
saving jab. 

Patients who have heart 
problems, diabetes or chro¬ 
nic chest illness face a far 
higher risk of complications 
if they catch flu. Sandwell 
director of public health Dr 
John Middleton said: “Any¬ 
one with a heart condition, 
diabetes or chronic chest ill¬ 
ness who has not yet had the 
jab should contact their GP 
to make an appointment.” 

Visit www.nhs.uk/ser 
vicedirectories for details. 


Student work 

YOUNG people in Sandwell 
were offered work place¬ 
ments on a new £2 million 
housing development in 
Smethwick to get training 
and job experience. 

Three students worked 
with the E Manton Con¬ 
struction team at the Raglan 
Road development. 

It was part of Sandwell 
Council’s Think Local Con¬ 
struction Initiative. 


New safety concerns over falling conkers 


NEWS 

in brief 


SAFETY fears and conkers denting cars 
have sparked calls for a tree in Great Barr 
to be cut down. 

The healthy horse chestnut has been a 
feature of Elm Drive for decades but now 
residents say it has grown so big that it has 
become a danger. They say the conkers are 
hitting pedestrians as they walk underneath 
and are worried children walking to the 
nearby Grove Vale Primary School in 
Monksfield Avenue are at risk of injury. 
They are also concerned someone could slip 
on the leaves. 

In an application to Sandwell Council, one 
Elm Drive resident, Anthony Lewis, said: 


“This tree is such a size and creates such a 
nuisance that it can no longer be considered 
as appropriate for its position in a small res¬ 
idential road. 

“Our main concerns are about the danger 
provided by the falling conkers, which fall 
with such force that they cause dents in the 
panels of any cars parked underneath and 
the danger of slipping on leaves and shells 
in wet weather. 

“The road is next to a primary school at 
least used daily by many young children 
who are faced with the hazards created by 
this tree.” 

He added: “The very large conkers are 


very painful when they hit you and we are 
concerned that they could injure a small 
child. The leaves get very slippery when wet 
and cover the entire road making it treach¬ 
erous to cross. 

“The conkers and leaves cause problems 
for about three months of the year and 
require significant efforts by the local resi¬ 
dents and council to keep clear as well as 
blocking drains.” 

The tree was planted on private land sev¬ 
eral decades ago by residents who used to 
live in Elm Drive but have since moved 
away. 

Previous calls for the tree, which has a 


protection order on it, to be cut down have 
been turned down in the past. Mr Lewis said 
he would like to see the tree replaced with a 
silver birch or something similar. 

“It has been stated that the tree has local 
amenity value but the road is very close to 
local Woodlands and Red House Park and 
we would replace the tree so any loss of 
greenery would be relatively short,” he said. 

Sandwell Council is expected to make a 
decision on the application in the next two 
weeks. 

Councillor Anthony Ward, who represents 
the area, has been campaigning for the tree 
to be cut down for many years. 


Council tax is set to remain 
at same level for next year 


RESIDENTS in Sandwell are set to see coun¬ 
cil tax frozen for the next year. The Govern¬ 
ment is offering the one-off grant worth £2.5 
million in Sandwell if the council chooses not 
to increase council tax in 2012-13. 


And a provisional budget 
report to the borough’s full 
council which meets next 
Tuesday states that the 
authority is proposing a zero 
council tax increase next 
year. 

Councils can choose to 
raise the tax by up to five 
per cent, but if they do, they 
forfeit the Government’s 
grant. 

Sandwell finance chief 
Councillor Steve Eling said a 
final decision on the council 
tax freeze will not be made 
until March, however he is 
looking to find the “best 
deal” for residents. 

The budget report states: 
“As previously announced 
there will be a grant for 
councils who freeze their 
council tax in 2012/13. 

“This grant will be paid 
for one year only, unlike the 
scheme for 2011/12. 

“Although acceptance of 
the grant will have a neutral 
impact on budgets for 
2012/13 there will be a cor¬ 
responding increase in pres¬ 
sure the following year.” 

Councillor Eling added: 
“Obviously the decision is 
not made and the final deci¬ 
sion won’t be made until the 
final budget setting meeting 


| by Lisa Wright 

in March when the council 
tax decision is taken, but the 
figures I am working on at 
the moment say that we will 
freeze council tax and we 
have been offered this 
money from the Govern¬ 
ment to freeze it. 

“There is a sting in the 
tail because they are only 
offering this money for one 
year. 

“It has been offered on a 
one year basis so it effec¬ 
tively shunts the problem on 
to future years. 

Justify 

“Having said that, I could¬ 
n’t justify taking the report 
to council recommending we 
increase council tax to resi¬ 
dents in Sandwell to no ben¬ 
efit whatsoever because if 
we didn’t freeze it we would¬ 
n’t get this grant.” 

He added: “I couldn’t see 
how we could justify not tak¬ 
ing that and then imposing 
an unnecessary tax on peo¬ 
ple at a time when people 
are still struggling. 

“I am still looking to offer 
the best deal to the people 
and that is a zero council tax 
increase.” 


Bids taken for new pool 

THE new £11 million swimming pool in West Bromwich 
will be run by an external company, it has emerged. 

It will become the first municipal pool in the borough not 
to be run by Sandwell Leisure Trust, the charitable trust 
that manages the borough’s leisure services. 

A number of different companies are now bidding for the 
contract to design, build and operate the centre, which will 
be located at the junction of Moor Street and Bromford 
Lane and is set to open in 2014. 


Blossom 
in sales of 
poppies 

POPPY sellers are celebrat¬ 
ing after an annual collec¬ 
tion raised more than 
£22,000 in less than two 
weeks. 

Volunteers from the Royal 
British Legion which is 
based in Tipton saw sales 
soar in the run up to 
Remembrance Sunday. 

Organisers have shifted 
2,200 more than at the same 
time last year - a total 
increase of about 11 per 
cent. 

Poppy organiser Isabel 
Beebee said it was the 
largest haul she had seen in 
her two years she has been 
in charge. 

Support 

A team of 14 volunteers 
has sold poppies in town 
centres and supermarkets 
across the borough to raise 
the cash, which will be used 
to help support injured sol¬ 
diers. 

Mrs Beebee said: “I 
would like to thank all who 
contributed for their gen¬ 
erosity. We have done way 
more than last year’s effort, 
for which we are very grate¬ 
ful. 

“The amount collected 
goes up and up each year 
and this is the best we have 
done for a couple of years.” 

The British Legion has 
also thanked staff from Asda 
supermarkets in Great 
Bridge and Tipton as well as 
Co-op in Tipton, for allowing 
collectors to use their prem- 
Organiser Isabel Beebee with collectors, husband Don and John and Hazel Moore ises. 



Pupils celebrate 
funding success 

SCHOOL pupils are due 
to meet members from the 
Rotary club of Wednes¬ 
bury this month to cele¬ 
brate a fundraising project 
and discuss future 
fundraising ideas. 

Youngsters from six 
schools in Wednesbury 
have already raised hun¬ 
dreds of pounds to fill six 
aqua boxes. 

Representatives from 
the club will meet pupils 
at Mesty Croft Primary 
School in St Lukes Road 
on January 11 to celebrate 
the achievements and to 
make future plans. 

Appeal for new 
blood donations 

POTENTIAL life-savers 
in West Bromwich can 
book a place for a blood 
donation clinic at The 
Public West Bromwich. 

The art gallery is host¬ 
ing a blood donation ses¬ 
sion on March 23. 

New donors are vital to 
ensure supplies needed by 
hospitals are readily avail¬ 
able. 

Anyone aged between 
17-65, weighing more 
than 7st 121b (50kg) can 
donate. To book an 
appointment call 0300 
1232323 or visit www. 
blood.co.uk 

Review of life is 
showing online 

A REVIEW of work to 
make Sandwell a better 
place to live over the past 
year is now available to 
read online. 

The Safer 2011 review 
gives a snapshot of the 
Safer Sandwell Partner¬ 
ship’s work to tackle 
crime and anti-social 
behaviour and drug issues 
and prevent offending in 
the area. 

More details are on 

www. sandwell. go v.uk 

Permission given 
to extend temple 

A TEMPLE in Oldbury has 
been granted permission to 
extend its site. Planners at 
Sandwell Council have 
approved an application at 
the Shri Venkateswara 
Balaji Temple UK in Dud¬ 
ley Road East. 

Bosses can now build a 
single storey extension to 
the shrine buildings. 

Lights warning 

MOTORISTS are warned 
temporary traffic signals 
will be in place in Great 
Barr for more than a week. 

Restrictions will operate 
on Chapel Lane, Great 
Barr, for a site boundary 
fencing scheme to be car¬ 
ried out from tomorrow 
until January 20. 


JflRCfllNBLINDS| 


aas C3OTZ7 ®C3 


We Will Beat 
Any Like Fop 
L ike Quote 


Curved Blind 
Specialist 

(For Bow, Bay Window) 


5 Quality vertical blinds 


Verticals 
Rollers 
Venetian 
Wooden 
Conservatory I 


FREE Home Quote 
FREE Fitting 
FAST Local Service 

Quality Products / Quality Prices 

0800 0347 111 S 

www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


INSPIRATIONAL 

FIRES 8. FIREPLACES 

Be inspired 

New Cast 
Iron Range 
Now In 
Store 

Normal Opening 
Monday- S aturday 
10.00 am-6.00 pm 

Showroom: 

404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood, B66 4EX 

Tel: 0121 429 3186 

www. inspirationalfires. co. uk 
email: inspirationalfires@hotmail.co. uk 
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10 REASONS TO HAVE 
AN IDEAL HOMECARE 
BATHROOM OR KITCHEN 

The home Improvement Specialists 

liSLiHiQrniieiairi 

Established over 21 years 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich B713IS 
Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

LSee our virtual showroom at www.idealhoniecare.co.uk 


O Family business established over 20 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 
O Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose 
from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you 
6 We project manage from start to finish 

© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating 
0 All rubbish removed at the end of the project,- 


til rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians _ 

©Quality pro ducts at re alistic prices S earch our advert on 


Open :10.00 am- 4.00pm 
Closed Wednesday & Sunday 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 



CANT help noticing when Downton Abbey cre¬ 
ator Julian Fellowes opens his mouth, that his 
teeth seem to belong to two social strata. The 
top teeth are gleaming showbiz white but the 
lower teeth are traditional British ivory. Upstairs, 
downstairs? 

□□□□□□□□□ 

OVER the festive period, some parts of the 
United Kingdom were a full 30 deg C warmer 
than they were this time last year. Tell me 
again. Why exactly will an average rise of 2 
deg C be a global catastrophe? 

nnnnnnnnn 

AT THE time of writing, there is only one com¬ 
ment on the official website of Aidan Burley, the 
MP who attended a Nazi-themed stag party. 

The emailer declares loyally: “In my opinion 
Aidan you have done an excellent job as an 
MP. .. I believe this should be a lesson to you on 
how the media portray things.” 

Priceless. 

nanaanana 

I DON’T understand the excitement at the rev¬ 
elation, nearly 30 years after the event, that 
the Argentine battleship General Belgrano 
was sailing towards, not away from, the exclu¬ 
sion zone when she was torpedoed and sunk 
by a British submarine in the 1982 Falklands 
War. 

Argentina never recognised the exclusion 
zone, so that issue is largely irrelevant. 
Argentina’s naval commander later declared 
that, if he had commanded the British fleet, he 
would have sunk the Belgrano. 

The only folk who made an issue about it 
were enemies of Margaret Thatcher here in 
Britain who claimed it was a deliberate 
attempt to scupper peace talks. 

In fact, the talks resumed after Belgrano 
and HMS Sheffield had both been sunk. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the Argie invaders refused to leave 
the islands and the rest, alas, is history. 

nnnnnnnnn 

A READER aiming to lead a healthier life in 2012 
says he intends to follow the Cardiologist’s Diet - 
if it tastes good, spit it out. 

nnnnnnnnn 

MORE gems from the grammar of weather 
forecasting, collected by a reader: 

* “Freckled with showers” 

* “Unfettered sunshine” 

* “Showers will rumble in and shuffle out” 

nnnonnnnn 

AUNTIE Beeb was technically correct in referring 
to the kid stabbed to death in London’s Oxford 
Street as “an 18-year-old man.” 

At 18 Brits can vote, drink, hire a car and bor¬ 
row money. They can also join gangs, get into 
silly “respect” arguments and stab each other. 

But when the fight is over, it is not a man lying 
in the morgue. 

It is somebody’s little boy and you can only 
despair at the sheer pointless waste of it all. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Father jailed for setting fire to home 


A FATHER who set light to his Old¬ 
bury home and watched it burn 
while a four-year-old child stood 
beside him in the lounge has been 
jailed for four-and-a-half years. 

Shane Russon’s partner Debbie 
Gannon found flames leaping a foot 
into the air when she dashed into 
the room from upstairs where she 
had been with their 12-week-old 
son, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard. The blaze had triggered the 


fire alarm. Russon, who was drunk, 
told her: “I want to kill myself and 
take the rest of you with me.” 

Miss Gannon rushed to the kitch¬ 
en three times in quick succession to 
fill a washing up bowl with water to 
pour over the fire. Then she called 
police who launched an investiga¬ 
tion that confirmed the blaze at the 
property in Abberley Road, Oldbury, 
had been started deliberately, said 
prosecutor Mr Chris O’Gorman. 


He continued: “Miss Gannon 
came downstairs after the fire alarm 
went off. The flames were a foot 
high and the defendant was sitting 
on the sofa doing nothing with Miss 
Gannon’s four-year-old son standing 
beside him. 

“He then told her he wanted to 
kill himself and take her and the 
children with him. He later con¬ 
fessed to police: ‘Yeah, I did it. I 
burned it down’.” 


Russon had started the blaze by 
setting fire to a newspaper, the court 
heard. Miss Gannon ended their 
relationship after the incident. 

Russon, aged 33, now of Gorsty 
Avenue, Brockmoor, Brierley Hill, 
admitted arson while reckless as to 
whether life was endangered. 

Judge John Wait told him he 
would also have an extended four- 
year period on licence when freed 
from prison. 


VMs called in to sedate 
wandering stray horses 


B by Naomi Dunning 

NEW tactics will be used to crack down on 
roaming horses in Sandwell. Council safety 
boss Derek Rowley has said he will be calling 
in vets to help the council seize and secure the 


stray horses which are 

New centre 
receives big 
boost with 
£l.5m grant 

A £1.5 MILLION grant to¬ 
wards a long-awaited £15m 
health and leisure scheme 
has been agreed by Sandwell 
Council. 

The grant from Sport 
England will go towards the 
cost of the new Portway 
Lifestyle Centre which is 
being built in Oldbury. 

Borough finance boss 
Councillor Steve Eling said: 
“What the report was about 
was accepting the details of 
a contribution towards the 
costs from Sport England. 

“It was part of the overall 
package that we were look¬ 
ing at but we had got to the 
stage where we needed to 
approve the funding detail 
with them so that was what 
was agreed.” 

Contractors have begun 
work to prepare Oldbury 
Leisure Centre for demoli¬ 
tion as it will be replaced by 
the new centre on Newbury 
Lane. 

It is hoped building work 
on the new centre will then 
start in the spring. 

The centre will include a 
sports hall, hydrotherapy 
pool, cafe, sensory garden, 
climbing wall, dance studio 
and fitness suite and a full 
artificial grass pitch. 

It will also have a GP sur¬ 
gery, which will be called 
Tividale Family Practice. 


roaming the streets. 

Bailiffs are currently 
struggling to catch the ani¬ 
mals because they often run 
off when they get too close. 
It is hoped vets could sedate 
the horses to enable the 
bailiffs to remove them from 
the streets safely. 

Councillor Rowley said: 
“We are getting a number of 
sightings, but it is often diffi¬ 
cult for us to catch and 
secure them. We are hoping 
to talk to the staff and vets at 
Dudley Zoo and try and find 
a way to sedate the horses in 
order for us to remove them 
from the roads.” 

Councillor Rowley said 
currently bailiffs are called 
in when the horses are 
sighted. The animals are 
tethered and then lead to a 
horse box. Council officers 
have also tried erecting tem¬ 
porary fencing around the 
horses to help the bailiffs 
secure the animals. 

Solved 

Princes End Ward Council¬ 
lor Beatrice Owen, who sits 
on the borough’s opposition 
Tory group, has raised con¬ 
cerns about how the sedation 
will work in practice. 

She said: “The problem 
does need to be solved for 
everyone involved but it 
needs to be done to the sat¬ 
isfaction of all the parties 
involved.” 

Council bosses said they 
want to arrange a meeting 
with horse owners who have 
been protesting at the coun¬ 
cil’s policy to seize roaming 
and tethered horses. 

But Councillor Owen, who 
has been in a dialogue with 
rotesters, said: “The Tipton 
orse owners have been wait¬ 
ing for months and nothing 
has been said to them.” 


Pair have plan for a new van 



Malcolm Jones and Sharon Bell of Tipton Community Association appeal for help 


TIPTON Community Association is calling 
on residents to help raise funds for a new 
van. 

The group’s existing set of wheels is in 
desperate need of replacement at a cost of 
around £5,000. 

Without the van the association would 
not be able to transport the equipment for 
all its community and fundraising events. 

Co-ordinator Sharon Bell said: “Our lorry 
is one of our most valuable tools for raising 


funds. It is very dated now and does need 
replacing. 

“This van allows us to deliver event 
equipment hired from us at cheap rates for 
the local area. 

“Any financial help, no matter how large 
or small will assist us in achieving our goal. 
It really is on its last legs.” 

To donate to the fund go to the group’s 
website, www.tiptoncommunityassoci- 
ation.com 


Men plead 
guilty to 
cannabis 
growing 

TWO men have admitted 
running a £42,000 cannabis 
factory in Oldbury, it has 
been revealed. 

Officers uncovered 72 
plants along with an ille¬ 
gally-diverted electricity 
supply in George Road, Old¬ 
bury earlier this year. 

Carlton Bullock, aged 48, 
and Dexter Collimore, aged 
52, both of Birmingham, 
pleaded guilty to one count 
each of producing cannabis 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court last week. 

Collimore, from Kings- 
wood Road, Moseley, also 
pleaded guilty to abstracting 
electricity without authority. 
Judge Michael Challinor 
adjourned the case until 
January 26 for sentence. 

The court heard that Col¬ 
limore, of Elmdon Road, 
Acocks Green, had been re¬ 
cruited by Collimore on the 
day of arrest to help with 
production and ‘he realised 
this was a commercial enter¬ 
prise.’ Both defendants were 
ordered to comply with pro¬ 
bation to prepare reports 
prior to sentence. 

A proceeds of crime appli¬ 
cation may be brought 
against both defendants. 

Scrutiny on 
travel tickets 

THE cost of plane and train 
tickets and hotel stays 
booked by Sandwell Council 
will again come under 
chiefs’ microscope. 

Workers spent £1,022 on 
six plane trips, £31,685 on 
745 train journeys and 
£7,159 on 54 hotel bookings 
from January to September. 

The average plane ticket 
cost £170, while train trips 
worked out to an average of 
£43 per ticket and the hotel 
stays cost an average of £82. 

Members of the author¬ 
ity’s audit committee have 
raised concerns about the 
numbers of tickets being 
bought. 

An itemised breakdown of 
ticket types will be pre¬ 
sented to the committee 
when it meets in February. 

Police patrols 

PATROLS are being stepped 
up by police in West Brom¬ 
wich in a bid to curb persist¬ 
ent anti-social behaviour. 

Loitering youths have 
prompted complaints in 
Hateley Heath. Now officers 
have said they will target 
Haig Street, Beaconsfield 
Street, Vowles Road and 
Bedford Road. 


A MANUFACTURER SUPPLYING _ 

''O ; - - - - . THE TRADE AND PUBLIC gWM 

ffordable gd®®p§ ®®go ips 
% indows ®®DQ@©[p®®ti®iP0©^ 



★ SPECIAL OFFERS ★ 


3m x 3m Conservatories 
Edwardian Style 

Brickwork, Tiling, Electrics & Plastering 

£ 4,995 


www.affordablewindows.info 


★ SPECIAL OFFERS * 


FRONT DOORS 

£425 

BACK DOORS 

£395 


SPECIAL 

OEEEFtS 


5 Windows 2 Doors 

£1700 

Bay Windows 

fitted from £495 


10 Year Guarantee Replacement Glass/General Maintenance Undertaken •FREE quotes - ALL GENUINE QUOTES BEATEN!!! | 


Insurance Backed Guarantee 


. #\/t I l_^r^ RUN B I_J S I l\J I 


Worcester f Vallierfl^j^erolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Idea 


v.plumbingpoint.co.uk 


plumbingpoint 

DARLASTON 


Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 8SX t: 0121568 8268 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 





1200 slider 
8 m GlasslL _ 
1200x800 Tray [ I 

£300 

Complete 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


1 LUXURY 
BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
' "’iece 1 Tap 
le Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug 


£240 
L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


Amazing Offer 

YubolOOO 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

. Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter.... 
Gutter Bracket. 

Soffit. 

5.5 Downpipe . 


£6.50 

£0.50 

..£5.50 

£ 8.00 


Sq or round, black, white or brown 

MOST ITEMS IN STOCK 


Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

dm ■ n . 
ov/nccnal 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

©ABBEYS r 

Wide Choice available, !; 
start from £65 
up to £180 

TWiL fMfltLJ I 

Good selection on show, F 
comprehensive prices startA 
from £65 


6 HAINGE ROAD, TIVIDALE B69 2NF Pictures for illustration purposes only 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 
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Plans for 
business 
revealed 

A BUSINESS group could 
be formed in North Smeth¬ 
wick to fight for members’ 
interests and needs, it has 
been revealed. Sandwell 
Council is looking for com¬ 
panies to do a feasibility 
study around the area. 

This will see if there is a 
demand for a Business 
Improvement District (BID). 

A BID is a scheme under 
which a business area is set 
out in law and all members 
in the area must pay a levy - 
varying from company to 
company depending on the 
rateable value of their land - 
to cover its costs. 

The group then uses that 
cash for improvements such 
as street cleaning and secu¬ 
rity measures. 

An advert published on 
networking website Find It 
In Sandwell said: “The coun¬ 
cil previously commissioned 
a study to identify issues 
affecting businesses in North 
Smethwick and to look at the 
feasibility of options to add¬ 
ress those issues, including a 
Business Improvement Dis¬ 
trict. A further piece of work 
now needs to be undertaken 
to identify and develop the 
most suitable option.” 

The authority wants the 
work to be finished by 
March. It would be the sec¬ 
ond BID in the borough 
after the Albion BID formed 
in 2006. 

History talk 
in afternoon 

SMETHWICK Local History 
Society is moving its evening 
meetings to the afternoon. 

The group, which has 
been meeting at the Bear¬ 
wood Baptist Church on 
Bearwood Road for 20 years 
at 7.30pm on every second 
Wednesday of the month will 
meet at 2pm. All attending 
are asked to pay £1 to cover 
the cost of heating and 
speakers’ fees. 

The first meeting of the 
New Year will be held on 
January 11. Society chair¬ 
man Mary Bodfish will talk 
about Merry Monarchs. 


Payment review 

A REVIEW of severance 
payments for workers made 
redundant by Sandwell 
Council has cost chiefs 
£14,495 in auditors’ fees. 

The cash was paid to the 
authority’s auditors KPMG. 
The company has said the 
council provided good value 
in its 2010/11 finances. 

Auditors have raised con¬ 
cerns due to impending Gov¬ 
ernment cuts at Sandwell. 


Panto special deals up £8,000 for mother 



Levinne Bennett appearing on the TV show 


A DEAL or No Deal contestant from 
Smethwick won £8,000 to put towards a 
house and a car for her and her young 
daughter. 

Levinne Bennett juggles a full-time job 
as a support worker and shifts as a cleaner 
five nights a week, as well as studying, 
while she cares for her daughter Sharayah. 

But the mother-of-one was in line for a 
cash windfall after appearing in an Aladdin 
costume for a pantomime special edition of 
the Channel 4 show last week. 

Despite being saddled with the so-called 
“Death Box”, numbered 22, 26-year-old 
Levinne overcame the odds to transform 


the £1 - which was eventually revealed to 
be hidden in her box - into £8,000. 

She had begun by wiping out four of the 
less valuable blue boxes in her first five 
choices and bravely turned down an offer 
of £15,000. She would refuse £11,000 then 
£10,000 then £20,000 before dealing for 
£ 8 , 000 . 

All the contestants were in costumes to 
tie in with the festive timing. Host Noel 
was in disguise as a golden genie with 
black wig, matching beard and hooped ear¬ 
rings. Appearing as the only contestant 
dressed as Aladdin, and sporting torqoise 
hotpants, Levinne used a magic lamp, 


which became part of her game at televi¬ 
sion’s well-known dream factory. 

Levinne, who has a twin sister called 
Laverne and lives with her mother, had a 
chance to rub the magic lamp after her 
fifth selection round and compete for her 
wish to be granted. 

She chose correctly from three coloured 
boards and was allowed to pick between a 
guaranteed holiday, a chance of winning an 
extra £5,000 cash or gameplay - when con¬ 
testants choose one box at a time between 
offers, which she selected. 

She selected gameplay but unfortu¬ 
nately immediately lost the £250,000 tab. 


Homeless set to move into 
the borough’s empty houses 


HUNDREDS of empty homes in Sandwell will 
be brought back into use for some of the 
5,000 homeless people living in the borough, 
under recently released new plans. 

J by Matthew Viney 


Sandwell Council says it 
wants to lease some of the 
1,700 privately owned 
homes that have remained 
empty in the borough for at 
least six months from their 
landlords to help rehouse 
homeless families. 

The authority intends to 
take out two-year leases on 
each of the empty properties 
which will then be allocated 
and managed by Sandwell 
Homes. 

The scheme will be 
launched at a private sector 
landlords forum which is 
due to take place in the 
council chamber in Oldbury 
next Friday, January 13. 

Councillor Simon Hack- 
ett, cabinet member for 
housing, said: “In Sandwell 
virtually all of the empty 
roperties are capable of 
eing refurbished. 

“One of the projects being 
launched in the near future 
is a leasing scheme that 
would allow the council to 
manage properties for pri¬ 
vate owners to provide 
accommodation for home¬ 
less families. 

“At a time when buying a 
home is out of reach for 
many first-time buyers, and 
demands are being made for 
more and more land to be 


made available to build 
affordable homes, leaving 
houses empty for months or 
years at a time is difficult to 
understand or accept. 

“Empty and neglected 
properties rapidly become a 
nuisance to local residents 
and attract vandalism, fly 
tipping and other forms of 
anti-social behaviour.” 

Council spokeswoman 
Sue Parker added that land¬ 
lords who successfully sign 
up to the scheme will receive 
a guaranteed income for two 
years. 

Advice 

Since April, Sandwell 
Council has written to the 
owners of more than 1,000 
empty homes asking why 
their properties have been 
left empty as well as offering 
advice and guidance to help 
them bring them back into 
use. 

The private sector land¬ 
lords forum will take place 
from 10am. 

Further information 
about the proposed scheme 
and other aspects of 
addressing empty homes is 
available by calling the 
council. 


Club site work to start 

WORK on a housing scheme on the site of a Black Country 
social club is set to start this month. The Yew Tree Social 
and Labour Club, on the Yew Tree Estate on the West 
Bromwich, Walsall border, is due to be demolished. 

Plans for a development of 25 homes were given the go- 
ahead in January 2009 and now the company has asked the 
council to renew the consent, but for a smaller project. 

Developer Galliford Try Partnerships now wants to build 
20 two, three and four-bedroom family houses on the site. 



Setting the pace in the 5km Warley Woods run and blowing away any cobwebs from the new year celebrations 


RUNNERS marked the start of the 
new year with the annual ‘hangover 
run’ in Smethwick. 

Around 20 runners took part in the 
five kilometre social run around War- 
ley Woods on Lightwoods Woods Hill. 

The runners were not just marking 


the start of 2012 but also celebrating 
the fifth birthday of the Warley Woods 
Pacers running club. 

Organiser Nigel Lloyd said: “The 
New Year’s Day Run is not a race, but 
a social run of 5km around Warley 
Woods. We are a friendly, welcoming 


bunch of dedicated and motivated run¬ 
ners of varying abilities where no-one 
runs alone, and where you can run in 
a safe environment.” 

Those wishing to know more about 
the Warley Woods Pacers can email Mr 
Lloyd at nigeruns@btinternet.com 


thechronide 


NEWS 

in brief 


Work to improve 
gym is under way 

REFURBISHMENT work 
to improve a gym and 
dance studio at a leisure 
centre in Cradley Heath is 
now under way. 

Work is being carried 
out at Haden Hill Leisure 
Centre to extend the gym 
and make improvements 
to the dance studio. 

Customers who attend 
fitness classes at the Barrs 
Road venue are being 
advised to check with staff 
for any changes to times 
and schedules. 

For details or to check 
class times call 0845 659 
4815 and press option 0. 

Police seek info 
on bag snatchers 

DETECTIVES in Sand¬ 
well are appealing for wit¬ 
nesses after two women 
were robbed in a space of 
minutes on December 15 
in Tipton. 

The first happened at 
around 10.40am. An 84- 
year-old was at a bus stop 
in Leabrook Road when a 
black car pulled up. The 
passenger got out and 
tried to grab her handbag, 
causing the woman to fall. 

Minutes later a woman 
aged 32, was walking in St 
Mark’s Road when a man 
got out of a black car and 
snatched her handbag. 

Complaints spark 
car park tidy-up 

BUSHES in the car park 
at Sandwell Council’s Old¬ 
bury headquarters could 
be cut back. 

Speaking on his blog, 
Jan Britton, the author¬ 
ity’s chief executive, said 
he has received “a steady 
flow of complaints about 
the car park - mostly con¬ 
cerns over personal safety, 
lighting, cutting back veg¬ 
etation.” He has promised 
to look into the issue to see 
what can be done. 

Group hosting its 
first darts contest 

TIPTON Community Asso¬ 
ciation is holding its first 
ever darts competition. 

The contest will include 
an individual and a team 
event. It will be held on 
January 29 at The Sports¬ 
man on St Marks Road. 

Contact Stuart Bromley 
on 07584251067 for more 
information. 

Plate at auction 

A VINTAGE glass plate 
made in the Black Country 
is up for auction online. 

The plate, made by the 
Smethwick firm Chances 
Brothers glassworks in the 
1950s, features a poppies 
pattern. It has a 99p start¬ 
ing bid and £4.20 postage 
fee. Visit www.ebay.co.uk 


BLINDS 

Sandwell - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


GREAT DEAL! BEST DEAL! 

£99 £80 

3 Corded 3 Child-safe 

.. Verticals „ . Verticals 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS AND GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


call 

free 



contact you local advisor N 

to see our Fabric Range 
and other available deals 


0800 021 4266 

Y_y 


• Cut Out The Middle Man 

• Manufacturers and Installers 
of Bespoke Fitted Furniture 

• Free Quote and Design Service 

• Gas, Electrics and 
Plumbing Included 

• Finance Packages Available 

Premie! Bedrooms & Kitchens 

Visit our showroom at 
7 Hainge Road, Tividale B69 2NR 

Tel: 0121 557 1903 
Mob: 07973 172421 

l www.premierebedrooms.co.uk 




Y retailer i/Talnr 
OMIWUCAfe \ (1IUI 


OPEN THURSDAY 


5TH JANUARY 

1 rz^l 

WITH MANY NEW 

H I 

YEAR BARGAINS 

■ 1 I 

In—!---■« 


OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 



Visit our showroom at: 

Forge^Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 



Telephone: 01384 345400 
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LETTERS 


Not just 
kids who 
watch TV 

I WONDER if the television 
programme planners ever 
stop to consider what it is 
like to be old and unable to 
leave the four walls of the 
house. 

Perhaps if they did there 
would not have been chil¬ 
dren’s shows on every chan¬ 
nel during the mornings 
over the Christmas period. 

I realise that children are 
on school holidays, but why 
can’t they use just one chan¬ 
nel for the children and put 
something for adult viewing 
on the other? To be sub¬ 
jected to childrens films, car¬ 
toons and children’s quiz 
programmes day after day is 
bordering on cruelty. 

My 91-year-old mother 
was tearing her hair out and 
she has us to visit her - many 
do not have anyone. TV is the 
only companion that many 
elderly people have. 

J JAMES 

Wordsley 

DY8 5SW 

Thanks for 
collection 

WE would like to give a big 
thank-you to all the people 
who took part in the raffle 
for the dolls’ house which 
was donated by John Water- 
house of Wordsley. 

The grand total raised for 
Midlands Air Ambulance 
was £128 and the winning 
ticket, drawn by Pastor 
Colin Hambley from Nether- 
ton, was purchased by Mrs 
Robinson of Kingswinford. 
YVONNE SMART & 
CATHY GLEAR 
Kingswinford 


Changing view on town's streets 



A new view in Toll End Road, Tipton, back in May, 1947. Seventy houses on the street were demolished to make way 
for new council homes. As the dust settled, passers-by could see the cooling towers at Ocker Hill Power Station 


So, who benefits from pension limits? 


I CAN’T help feeling that some sort of soften¬ 
ing up process is taking place as far a some 
of our pensioners are concerned, in some 
sort of downgrading of our benefits. 

First we had the likes of Sir Michael Parkinson and Sir 
Terry Wogan saying that rich pensioners should forego 
their winter fuel allowances. This was followed by Nick 
Clegg stating that rich pensioners should forgo their bus 
passes, TV licences and eye tests. Of course, none of these 
people has defined a rich pensioner. 

The names of Sir Paul McCartney and Mick Jagger have 
been quoted as being rich pensioners, which they undoubt¬ 
edly are. But were does one draw the line? 

I suspect if the Government wanted to make changes it 
would fall back on the pension credit limit, that most unfair 
of all benefits where a pensioner with an income a pound 


below £137 for a single person, £210 for a couple is deemed 
to be poor, whereas one with an income a pound above the 
limit is deemed to be rich. 

It is an all or nothing benefit, set at a level where pen¬ 
sioners who made extra provisions for themselves when 
they where younger, setting up home and raising a family, 
could ill afford to make that extra provision, would never 
be able to claim the benefit. 

Pension credit qualification also holds the key that opens 
the door to other benefits. From the Government’s point of 
view, using pension credit qualifications would be the easy 
option. Not only would it save the most money, all the 
details are at hand to determine who would qualify and who 
would not. Those who where unable or unwilling to claim 
would simply have their free benefits stopped. 

WILLIAM DAVIS 

Wednesbury 


Culprits 
are close 
to home 

SO, Bill Archer thinks 
Angela Merkel is cynical and 
wants total control over 
Europe. 

I’ve got news for you, Mr 
Archer. She just wants more 
control over the euro and 
who can blame her? 

If Germany had more con¬ 
trol over the euro from the 
start, I doubt if the euro 
would be in the mess it’s in 
now. 

Now let’s deal with immi¬ 
gration and human rights 
and the English race being a 
minority. 

France lives with the 
same EU laws as we do but 
will just not accept the non¬ 
sense we do here. 

The mess we are in now is 
the result of the last Labour 
government with its silly lib¬ 
eral thinking and open 
doors. 

The real culprit is much 
closer to home. If you want 
to complain jump on the 
local bus and go to Sandwell 
council house. 

MICHAEL PICKERING 

West Bromwich 

Looking for 
army friend 

I HOPE you can help me 
find a long-lost friend. 

I am searching for George 
Champton who lived in West 
Bromwich. 

He was in the army, 15 
Squadron, Osnabruck. 

He can find me at the 
address below. 

REGINALD WRIGHT 

II Pinkney Place 

Oldbury 

B68 9PE 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 


E-MAIL 


Chronicle, Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton 
WV11ES 


chronicle® 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Leisure centre is off 


track on all levels 


THE new £18.5m leisure centre that has just opened in Bil- 
ston has got a leaky roof, it’s a good job. 

Bilston comes under the City of Wolverhampton, because 
if it came under Dudley Borough it would probably have 
been closed down and demolished. Saying that, my own 
opinion of this new leaky roof leisure centre is that I always 
thought that new buildings had to blend in with the sur¬ 
rounding area. As far as I can see this facility blends in with 
nothing - it’s just a great big grotesque structure with noth¬ 
ing to compliment it at all. 

MR & MRS JORDAN, Coseley 


Time to act 
on problem 
with birds 

IN ANSWER to the recent 
correspondent who wanted 
to know where all the black¬ 
birds had gone, I’d like to 
tell her that hawks have had 
them one by one and the few 
that are left will soon be 
gone. If something is not 
done soon, there will be no 
song birds left at all. 

The RSPB of which I was 
once a member, is well aware 
of the situation and blames 
the farmers for lack of habi¬ 
tat etc, which is utter non¬ 
sense as birds if lose one 
habitat, they quickly move 
to another. 

J MALLEN 

Wall Heath 


Donations 

gratefully 

received 

ON behalf of Lower Gornal 
Royal British Legion we 
would like to thank every¬ 
one who supported the 
poppy appeal and con¬ 
tributed to the Remem¬ 
brance Day and service this 
year. 

We are pleased to 
announce the sales of pop¬ 
pies together with generous 
donations from the local 
community totalled £7,300. 

It is a fantastic amount. 
We rely on support from 
local businesses and the 
community and wish to 
thank everyone involved. 
DON OAKLEY 
Poppy Organiser 



from your local West Midlands pick up point 
UUapOOl Highland House Party 


Mon 26 Mar 
9, 30 Apr 21 May 


5 days 1179 .95 


Special 

Events 


•Grand National 
•Farnborough & 
Windermere Air Shows 
•Edinburgh Tattoo 
•Tatton, Harrogate 
ft Hampton Court 
Flower Shows 
•Balloon Fiesta 
•London Shows, Ghost, 
Mamma Mia, Shrek 
and many more 


from £59.95 


Call for brochure 


Costa Brava 


Spain 

7 nights half board 
& 2 nights b&b 
No overnight travel 

Fri 18 May, 1, 29 Jun 
20 Jul, 10, 24 Aug 


10 days1299.95 


Chester 


& Liverpool 

1 night half board 

Sat 28 Jan, 10, 31 Mar 
28 Apr, 26 May, 23 Jun 


2 days £49.95 


♦ Torbay Half Board supersaver breaks 

staying in Torquay, Babbacombe or Paignton 


4 days°£79.95 I 5 days 199.95 


Fri 24 Feb. 16, 23, 30 Mar 
6, 20, 27 Apr 


♦ Newquay 


Excellent value half board supersaver breaks 

Mon 20 Feb, 5,19, 26 Mar 
2, 23 Apr, 7,14, 21 May 


5 days 199.95 


♦Dublin 

Centrally located Ripley Court Hotel 


3 days £109.95 I 5 days £179.95 


Fri 27 Jan, 2, 30 Mar, 13 Apr Sun 13 May, 15 Jul, 16 Sep 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 0844 682 2306 


...there s even more reasons to smile at 
www.travelstyletours.co.uk 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


r*2£> 

time onW ^ 




Over 5,500 installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

CS 8 □ 


WEST BROMWICH 
STROKE SUPPORT GROUP 


Have you or someone 
you know had a Stroke? 

JOIN US AT THE STROKE 
SUPPORT GROUP 

Every 2nd Tuesday each month 

We meet at 

The Globe, 27 Reform Street, 
West Bromwich B70 7PE 

OUR NEXT MEETING 2.30 PM - 
TUESDAY 10 th JANUARY 2012 

Phone Christine for more information on 

0121 601 1246 


theloft♦stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 


D J Design 

PLANS DRAWN FOR LOFT CONVERSIONS, 
EXTENSIONS ETC 

FREE Advice 

0121 530 0787 
07748 981163 

dave@djbuildingdesign.co.uk 



HARLEQUIN 
DANCE CLUB 


Strictly Adult Beginners 
Dance Class - if the Celebs 
can do it, so can you!!! 
Join us and Fly 
Round the Room 

•Waltz • Foxtrot • Salsa • Quickstep 
«j .’’m. ;ha • Rock n Roll • Run 

Wednesday 11th January 

Onneley House, 109 Court Oak Road 
Harborne B17 9AA at 7.15 pm 

also 

St Gregory’s Hall, Wigorn Road 
Bearwood B67 5HQ at 8.00 pm 

For details contact 

Janet 0121 422 3032 

Email: pipjak@blueyonder.co.uk www.harlequin-dance.co.uk 





BIRCH 

Alan and Sandra 

were married on 
Saturday, March 13,2011 
at St Bartholomew’s 
church, Wolverhampton. 
Thank you to everyone, 
you made our day 
so special 


Share your 
good news 
by placing an 
announcement 
with a 
photograph 
of your 
Special Day 
in the 

Express 

&Star 


Prices start from 

£ 43.79 Inc VAT 

(Boxed 10x1 col) 

For more details call 

01902 31 78 78 
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Bosses to face licensing 
chiefs over noise at pub 


Fans slide in to ice rink 



Jessica Durnall and Katie Ellis at Bearwood on Ice in Lightwoods Park 


THOUSANDS of people put their three times as many visitors overall, 
skates on for a Christmas treat. organisers estimate. 

Organisers behind Bearwood on Richard Marshall, chairman of 
Ice said about 3,500 people have organisers Friends of Lightwoods 
flocked to the ice rink in Lightwoods Park, said it was almost certain the 
Park during December. event would be repeated next year. 

The event, which took place for “For a first-time event it has been 
the first time ever, has also attracted fantastic.,” he said. 


BOSSES of a Smethwick pub are 
set to be hauled before licensing 
chiefs in Sandwell. 

Police want to ban entertainment from 
taking place at The Old Corner House in 
Soho Street because of noise complaints and 
say licensees continue to flout a number of 
conditions imposed on the licence. 

Sandwell’s licensing panel will discuss the 
review next week. 

The application for the review of the 
licence is being made by police on the 
grounds of the prevention of crime and dis¬ 
order and the prevention of public nuisance. 

A report to the committee submitted by 
WPc Louise van Luinen from Sandwell’s 
licensing department states that conditions 
were imposed in 2010, following complaints 
about noise. 

They included that all regulated entertain¬ 
ment and licensed activities take place from 
8am to midnight Sunday to Thursday and 
8am to lam Friday and Saturday. 

Closed 

In addition, the council asked that the 
front entrance remain closed at all times 
while entertainment is taking place and 
noise limiters should be installed. 

The report states: “The police contend that 
the original conditions imposed and those 
imposed on review in 2010 have not been 
complied with despite advice and warnings.” 

It adds: “West Midlands Police are of the 
view that despite being given a period of 
time to implement the conditions and advice 
regarding what is required, the designated 
premises supervisor has failed to comply 
with conditions of the licence. 

“The management have been afforded 
numerous opportunities to comply with the 
licence and have constantly stalled or made 
excuses. Despite West Midlands Police 
attempting to work with the management, 
they have openly flouted the licensed hours. ” 



NEW YEAR...NEW OFFERS! 



One call does it all..... 
Tiling, plumbing, electrics. 





Our home 
consultations are 
for 20 minutes only. 
No hard pressure 
salesmen. 



2 minutes from ASDA Great Bridge, 
Unit 7, Imex Auto Centre, 
Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ 
Visit us at vernonwagner.com 



ft} Vernon 10121520 4666 






It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public 
is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most 
rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. Rydale Windows 
security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories 
situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am to 4.00 pm. At Rydale 
we feel that is is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. We invite you to come into our showrooms to 
view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when you are fully satisfied. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 
30 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only 
service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES 
ORANGERIES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT DOARDS 

• SUPPLIED & FITTED TO AIL AREAS* 
•ACROSS THE MIDLANDS* 


FINANCE AVAILABLE 


Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


SERVICES 


WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 




m 


> J N I 


LOCKS • SEALANT 

SEALED • HANDLES 

UNITS . FASCIA & 

GASKETS GUTTERING 


* 




iW<» ill’’' 


You are invited to visit one of 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 


i m 


■I « m 


Long Lane- Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS www.ryd 























































Page 8 SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 05 2012 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


thechronicle 



Three refugees from Margate billeted at 43 Queen Street- the home of the local blacksmith Dunkirk survivors at St Matthews Hospital in Burntwood Hero Sam Whitehouse is carried down Chasetown high street 



The local Auxiliary Fire Brigade in their home-made appliance 


Hurt Dunkirk spirit lives on as 
survivors become ‘Chase Folk’ 


SAM Whitehouse of Chasetown 
was a bit of a character. Suppos¬ 
edly brought up by gypsies at 
Tipton, he had a strong relationship 
with horses. 

Sam kept horses near his house in Paviors 
Row, Hammerwich, Staffordshire. These 
houses were always thought to be in Chase¬ 
town after the new village was formed, but 
were actually over the border in Hammerwich. 

At one time he had the contract to scrape all 
the muck off the High Street which he then 
deposited onto a field opposite his house. The 
resulting hay harvest was sold to the colliery 
to feed the pit ponies and horses. 

After being caught driving his pony and trap 
in a reckless manner down the High Street, he 
was supposed to attend court, but instead he 
went off to the Great War as groom to one of 
the sons of the Worthington’s Brewery family. 

When Worthington came home on leave, 


f MEMORY LANE 


by Ron Bradbury 


Sam came with him. He was arrested and 
hauled in front of a judge at Lichfield for his 
non-appearance two years before. 

When Worthington spoke up for him saying 
that Sam had been with him in France up to 
his neck in muck and bullets, the judge 
allegedly dismissed the case and awarded Sam 
half a crown for wrongful arrest. 

Sam was one of the few soldiers allowed 
leave from the front and was hailed as a hero 
by the local Chasetown people. 

The Second World War also saw enterprise 
at work. This time the horse-power was in the 


form of a petrol engine. One of the photo¬ 
graphs here shows the local Auxiliary Fire 
Brigade in their homemade fire engine. This 
was a conversion of a Humber - or Hillman - 
van or car, and it certainly looks the part. 

Another photo shows three of the refugees 
from Margate, Kent, who were billeted at 
number 43 Queen Street, Chasetown. This was 
the home of Mr Gough the local blacksmith. 

Invasion 

A lot of the Dunkirk survivors landed at 
Margate and Ramsgate, with Dover a few 
miles away, so this was a danger area for inva¬ 
sion. All the children of coastal towns were 
sent inland and some evacuees stayed here as 
started to work. They married locally and 
settled down becoming ‘Chase Folk’. 

Some Dunkirk survivors were sent to St 
Matthews hospital at Burntwood and are 
shown here on one photo, getting over their 
injuries and the shock of the event. 


M.H Building and Roofing ltd 



Complete new roof starting 
from £2400 

All general repairs 
undertaken 

Planning permission 
Building regulations 
New build 
Renovations 
Extensions 
Conservatorys 
And much more 
Free quotations 



Tel: 

0121 502 0561 


Mob: 

O7731 828 823 

Email: 

m. p. H arvey @btint ernet 
.com 


www.mhbuildingandroofingltd.com 


KYLIE’S NAIL'S AND 

BEAUTY 

43 UNION ST, WEDNESBURY, WS10 7HB. TEL: 07826852109 



January special offers 
Half price Sun beds 
Toning beds 
Nails 
Eyebrows 
Waxing 
Spray tans 

And much more all at very 
affordable prices and when this 
add is shown get a further 25% 
discount 
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Group in 
attempt 
to boost 
members 

A PARK group says it will 
struggle to put on the 
biggest event in its calendar 
next year because of a lack 
of members. 

Friends of Red House 
Park in Great Barr first 
formed in 2002 with 200 
members. But now there are 
only six members remaining 
in the group. 

And group chairman Bill 
Gunn, aged 80, is worried if 
people don’t come forward 
they will not be able to 
organise the annual fun day 
in the summer. 

He said: “There are only 
six of us in the group now 
and I’m coming up to 81 and 
two others are aged in their 
70s. We need to start organ¬ 
ising the fun day now but 
it’s too much work.” 

More than 1,000 people 
attended the fun day last 
year but it was almost can¬ 
celled altogether because of 
a lack of support in the run 
up to the event. 

The day was saved at the 
11th hour when K9 Search 
UK - a resource to help find 
homes for stray dogs - 
stepped in to help the group. 

Mr Gunn said he was 
hopeful they would get the 
group’s backing again this 
year but said they could not 
rely on it. The Friends of 
Red House Park group cam¬ 
paigns to maintain the park 
and organises events 
throughout the year. 

Anyone interested in help¬ 
ing should call 0121 358 
2434 for more information. 


Couple’s first look led to lasting love 



Frank and Joyce Smith celebrating their golden wedding anniversary, left, and the happy couple’s wedding day 


A COUPLE who celebrated 50 years of marriage over said Mr Smith, who worked at the Rover plant in Long- 
Christmas said it was “love at first sight”. bridge for 27 years. 

Frank Smith used to see his future sweetheart Joyce The couple, who live in Lloyd Street in Wednesbury, now 
while delivering bread for the Co-op in West Bromwich back have two married daughters - one who lives in Wednesbury 
in the late 1950s. and one who lives in Adelaide, Australia - plus two grand- 

She used to ride past him on her bike and he would wolf- children. They celebrated by going for a special meal, 
whistle at her. The pair got talking at the Adelphi dance Mrs Smith, a former dinner supervisor at Holyhead Pri- 
hall in New Street, West Bromwich, and married at St mary School in Wednesbury, said: “It definitely was love at 
Andrew’s church in Carters Green on December 23, 1961. first sight. The secret to a long relationship is sharing 
“We knew straight away we were meant for each other,” things and getting over problems together.” 


New use for college site 


SHOPS, offices and homes 
could fill the Sandwell Col¬ 
lege building in West Brom¬ 
wich after students move on 
to a new £77 million campus, 
council chiefs have revealed. 

The building was owned by doomed 
regional development agency Advan¬ 
tage West Midlands, which is being 
abolished by the Government. 

The site is now in the hands of the 
Government’s Homes and Communi¬ 
ties Agency. Authority chiefs are now 


working with Whitehall on redevelop¬ 
ment plans. 

Sandwell Council has said it would 
support a “mixed use” of the site. Chiefs 
have also said they would back plans to 
turn the Pound Road campus, Oldbury, 
into homes. The news comes after a 
recent revelation that the college’s 
Crocketts Lane campus in Smethwick 
could be transformed into houses. 

Jobs and economy councillor Ian 
Jones said: “The sites are owned by 
Sandwell College and their sale and 
future development is a matter for 


them. The council would support their 
redevelopment for housing. 

“The campus in West Bromwich is 
owned by the Homes and Communi¬ 
ties Agency (HCA) and they are cur¬ 
rently looking at what to do with the 
site when it becomes vacant. 

“We will support a mixed use on the 
site and are working with the HCA to 
see how the site can be brought for¬ 
ward for development.” 

Sandwell College’s new building is 
set to host open days for students from 
the second week in January. 



Loch Awe Hotel STB ★★★ 

Argyllshire 


This five day coach break staying at our 
Loch Awe Hotel includes a Ceilidh Night 
(Kay-lee), when you will enjoy typical 
Scottish entertainment with foot tapping 
music provided by accordionists, pipers and 
highland dancers. There will be an excursion 
everyday including a cruise on Loch Lomond, 
Inveraray, Oban, The Sealife Centre, Fort 
William, Glencoe & Rannoch Moor. 


All for just 

£176 

perpersor^ 


Includes 

• 4 Nights Half Board 

• Nightly Entertainment 

• All Excursions 

• Pickup from 
Birmingham, Smethwick, 
West Bromwich, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 


Your special coach departs Friday 9th March 


LOCHS 

GLENS 


.HOLIDAYS 


Holidays are fully bonded 

01389 713713 


School Road, Gartocharn G83 8RW 

www.lochs.com > 




LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07816 086369 


Medical 

Negligence? 



SOLICITORS 

Telephone: 0845 855 0747 
or: 0121609 1088 
www.rapidsolicitors.co.uk 

• Free home visits • Lines open 24/7 • Consulting offices throughout the region 

We are Rapid Response Solicitors, regulated by The Solicitors Regulation Authority (Reg. No. 00512434). 



Grab yourself the “REAL DEAL” 
with 



\ £6,350 inc VAT 

and fitting 

Price includes: 

• Walls and base 

• 70mm internally 

I beaded uPVC frames 
I • 35mm polycarbonate 
I roof • Flooring tiles or 
wood laminate 
I • Two double sockets 
and fan light 


3 Mtr x 3 Mtr 


CfcOfetB Kitchens 
New Year Sale - 40% OFF 



OPTIONS FUNDING 

Choose from: 

Nothing to pay for 9 months 0% interest 
or 3 years interest free credit 

CHnJte# Doors 

Treat yourself to a fabulous new front door in 2012 



It really is worth investing in a quality composite front door. With 
Choices range of solid Laminate 48mm GRP Timber Core, the highest 
security and insulation is assured. There’s a wide range of colours and 
decorative glass options, composite doors combine great style with 
high security. 


The easy way to keep out the cold and improve security 



If you are looking to add more space, what better way than a Choices porch. 
We’re sure to have a design that will suit your home. 

All Choices porches are custom made and are sure to fit perfectly with your property. 


• Conservatories • Windows • Composite Doors • Porches 
• Patio Doors • Roof Trim • Triple Glazing • Interest Free Credit 
available on all our product range 



Call NOW on 

0800 169 1336 

Showroom at: 

Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 


Lowest 

PRICE 

Guarantee! 
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CATERPILLAR G STAR GRENSON KICKERS DR SCHOLL CLARKS LOAKE BASE BEN SHERMAN 


WIHTER BOOTS I 

SHOES! SAHPALSf 

CLEAROUT 


SALE 


SHOES-ACCESSORIES 
SANDALS • BOOTS 
SLIPPERS TRAINERS 
•SPORTBAGS 


SALE 


HANDBAGS • BELTS 
JEWELLERY-CLOTHING 
• GIFTWARE • 
HOUSEWARE TOOLS 


GENUINE REDUCTIONSt 


1000s OF SELECTED QUALITY FASHION STYLES! 
WAS £19.99 TO £29.99 NOW £5.99 
WAS £26.99 TO £49.99 NOW £9.99 


UP TO 70% OFF SOME LINES! 

1 MILLION PAIRS (ACROSS THE COMPANY) 

OUR BEST SALE EVER! 


BLUNTS SHOES 

578 Bearwood Road, Smethwick, B66 4BW 
0121 429 1794 


2 

a 

E 

CLARKS 


VIEW OUR ON-LINE SHOPS AT 
www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/bearwood 
www.bluntsshoes. co. uk/kingstanding 
www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/stourbridge 

SHOES SANDALS BOOTS CLOTHING 
ACCESSORIES GIFTWARE HOUSEWARE TOOLS 


CHILDRENS SHOES AND SANDALS BALLET AND TAP SHOES WEDDING SHOES WELLINGTONS 





Classes start Wednesday ±±th January! Be there! 


New Adults Absolute Beginners Ballroom, Latin & Salsa - 7.15pm 
Children’s & Teen’s Ballroom & Latin - 6.15pm 
Children’s & Teen’s Street, Disco & Hip Hop - 5.45pm 
Zumba - Come and join the party at 6pm and 7pm! 


'.W/t- 




Great Barr Methodist Church Hall, Sundial Lane 
(opposite Scott Arms) 


Just come along to the class, or for 
more info call 01902 897900 or visit 
www.ZigZagDance.co.uk 


thechronide 


Oak House to get £l.4m revamp 


TENDERS for the £1.4 million restora¬ 
tion work due to take place on the his¬ 
toric Oak House barns in West 
Bromwich will be made in the next few 
weeks, it has been announced. 

Contractors will then be due on site 
in the late spring or early summer with 
the barns due to open to the public by 
the summer of 2013. 

The long-awaited plans for the two 
listed barns will include a new visitor 
centre, reception, toilets, shop and cafe. 
The restoration work is being funded 
between Sandwell Council and the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund. It is hoped the 
revamp will help attract an extra 30,000 
visitors a year to the Oak Road site. 

Planners at Sandwell Council are yet 
to approve a planning application for 
the scheme. 

Offices, currently located in the ser¬ 


vants quarters in Oak House, will be 
relocated into the barns. This will then 
allow visitors to the main building to 
see these areas for the first time since 
it opened as a museum. There will also 
be a new office, currently based in the 
servants quarters of the main house, 
which will be restored. 

The timber-framed barn will 
undergo full restoration and conserva¬ 
tion and will be used to house displays 
on the history of the house. 

View 

Work also includes closing off the 
entrance on Oak Road and removing 
part of the perimeter wall to open up a 
stunning new view of the house. 

The borough’s cabinet member for 
leisure services Councillor Linda Hor¬ 
ton said: “Oak House is one of 
Sandwell’s treasures and this work will 


ensure it has a bright future as a thriv¬ 
ing resource and attraction for the 
local community and beyond.” 

The barns originally formed part of 
the site of Oak House and the associ¬ 
ated 18th century farmhouse which 
used to sit near the front of the site. It 
is thought the timber framed barn was 
originally used as a stable and later 
extended for workshops and stores. 

The site was last in use in 1987 
when it was a garage and car repair 
business with a respraying workshop. 

In 1989, when the site was bought 
by Sandwell Council, the later indus¬ 
trial buildings were cleared leaving the 
two barns and one former hovel by the 
site entrance. 

The Oak House has been in public 
ownership since it was gifted to the 
people of West Bromwich in 1895. 


Shooting star set 
to feature in new 
IV documentary 


PARALYMPIC hopeful Ryan Cockbill is set to 
star in a television documentary which looks 
at his sporting successes. 

It is a double boost for the 21-year-old, of Great Barr, who 
has also been chosen as an Olympic torchbearer. Ryan broke 
his neck in a swimming accident in 2006 and is hoping to 
be selected for the GB shooting team in London. 

Ryan, who is paralysed from the chest down, last week 


Appeal is 
a success 
as shirts 
flood in 

THERE has been a “bril¬ 
liant” response to Albion kit- 
man Dave Matthews 
campaign to raise money for 
Cancer Research, with more 
than 50 shirts donated so far. 

Mr Matthews, who was 
recently given the cancer all- 
clear, wants to collect the 
shirts so he can auction 
them for the charity. 

But while many clubs 
have been quick to con¬ 
tribute, he is still waiting on 
donations from his own 
employers Baggies and their 
arch-rivals Wolves. 

“It’s quite funny,” said Mr 
Matthews. “It’s right on the 
doorstep and yet I’ve saved 
them until last.” 

Mr Matthews said he had 
received some international 
shirts for the appeal from 
Albion players including 
midfielders Chris Brunt and 
James Morrison and said he 
was expecting two shirts 
from Wolves. 


took part in filming for 
BBC’s Olympic Dreams 
which follows hopeful ath¬ 
letes in the build-up to the 
2012 games. 

Last month, he travelled 
to Australia for an interna¬ 
tional competition after 
being chosen to compete 
with the Great Britain 
squad which picked up a 
bronze and silver medal on 
the trip. He has also been 
chosen to travel with the 
team to Poland in April to 
compete in the world cup. 

Positive 

His mother Karen, aged 
51, of Ravenhurst Drive, 
said: “It’s all looking very 
positive. He was filmed by 
the BBC at home and they 
took him to the shooting 
range. He has been chosen as 
a torchbearer and will be car¬ 
rying it somewhere between 
Birmingham and Coventry.” 

The Ryan Cockbill Trust, 
which was set up to enable 
Ryan to make the necessary 
changes to his life, has also 
raised £4,500 this year. 

Last year the trust also 
launched an appeal to help 
pay for a new wheelchair- 
adaptable van which could 
be used by Ryan to get to 
training sessions at Alders- 
ley Stadium, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, and Stoke Mandeville 
Stadium, Buckinghamshire. 

Ryan will find out in May 
if he has been chosen for the 
GB team. 



Paralympic hopeful and Olympic torchbearer Ryan 
Cockbill, of Great Barr will appear in a TV documentary 


Costs fail to freeze pay rise 


A TIPTON engineering boss 
has agreed to a pay rise for 
staff despite raw materials 
rising in price by £200,000 
this year alone. 

John Faulkner, managing 
director for CAB Automotive 
on the Vaughan Trading 
Estate, agreed to a two per 
cent rise and a two-and-a- 
half per cent bonus. 

Mr Faulkner said CAB 
Automotive needed to main¬ 


tain a low cost base to enable 
its current success to con¬ 
tinue in to the future, and 
fuel continued growth in to 
Europe and further afield. 

But he added a pay rise 
was nevertheless a good 
investment. He added: “We 
need our people for the 
future. We have to have 
these people with us.” 

The company employs 
more than 200 staff. 


Jobs boost More pupils considered 
at new site after public consultation 


Scheme to 
help canals 


WORK to convert a former 
hardware store in West 
Bromwich into shops and a 
fitness centre is progressing. 

The former Lugg Tools 
Ltd building in Hill Top is 
being converted into stores 
including Bespoke Hair and 
Beauty, Gentz barbers and 
New Life charity shop, 
which have already opened. 

Now developers have set 
about converting another 
part of the building into a 
Bespoke Fitness. The fitness 
centre will create nine jobs. 

A total of 12 workers are 
being recruited for Bespoke 
Hair and Beauty. 


OPINIONS on plans to add 20 pupils at a Rowley Regis spe¬ 
cial school are now being considered by council chiefs after 
a public consultation ended. 

Proposals are for The Westminster School, which cur¬ 
rently has 78 pupils registered, to add Key Stage 2 children, 
aged from seven to 11. 

The plans would mean an extra 20 youngsters joining the 
school, which caters for young people with moderate learn¬ 
ing difficulties and linked needs such as Autism Spectrum 
Disorder and sensory needs. 

At the moment the Curral Road school has children aged 
from 11 to 19. 

If approved, the changes would take effect from April 16 

2012. 

An initial public consultation has now finished and drawn 
33 replies, only one of which was against the plan. 

Documents prepared as part of the consultation say 
capacity at The Westminster School, which is based at Row- 
ley Learning Campus, is around 160. 


COUNCIL chiefs in Sandwell 
have begun investigating 
how to boost the popularity 
and use of the borough’s 
extensive canal network. 

Bosses have conducted 
walkabouts with British 
Waterways, which runs the 
network. Findings include 
more work could be done to 
advertise what is on offer on 
the waterways. 

More partnership work 
could also be done to share 
buildings and joint procure 
contracts for a better deal. 

Plans will be presented to 
Sandwell scrutiny chiefs 
next year. 
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winter 

sale 

offer 

FINAL FEW DAYS 


FOR THE START OF THE SALE ONLY 

EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


OFFER ENDS SUNDAY 5PM - LIMITED STOC 


ILABLE 


It's your last chance to take advantage of the EXTRA SALE DISCOUNTS off all sale prices throughout the 
stores - with many savings of 50% or more. This offer must end Sunday 5pm. Cousins boast three of the largest 
furniture stores in the UK. Whether your taste is contemporary, traditional, modern or classical. Cousins have the 
answer. The choice is enormous, all beautifully displayed in inspirational room settings. 


Extra Discount Price 

£449 





Lux 3 seater sofa 
NORMAL €899 SALE €499 


Twirl round table and 4 chairs 
NORMAL €999 SALE €699 


Collins cornergroup sofa 
NORMAL €4499 SALE €949 


Stressless ex-display 

swivel recliner chairs G) F F 

Modern hiah aloss table normal extra 

moaern mgn gioss lame £1399 DISCOUNT PRICE 

and 4 chairs - available in SALE m — aa 

white or black £799 tj77 

Lydia leather double bedstead jgg$ AL dbSjunt price 

(including slats) SALE £249 

Trflffllnnr 3 cpntpi- NORMAL EXTRA 

irataigar 4 seater £1499 discount price 

and 2 seater sofas SALE £779 

Alfrank Morble dinino NORMAL EXTRA 

AirranK Marme dining £1899 discount price 

table and 4 chairs ^ £999 

Slumberland 4 drowsr NORMAL EXTRA 

diumDeriana v drawer £799 discount price 

double divan set £349 

Reclining cornergroup £4399 dkcount price 

in dark brown easycare fabric SALE 

£1299 tyyy 

Calligaris Chrome & glass table IScount price 

and 4 chairs ^ £699 

Mattresses - 

Large stock available for FROM £49 

immediate delivery 

Duresta Waldorf sofas and chairs - 

choice of colours 30%> Q) p p 

TriumDh 4 door normal extra 

, u " , , , £499 DISCOUNT PRICE 

large sideboard ^ £299 

Denby - dinnerware 

sets, selected designs SAVE 0 

Modern sofabed - normal extra 

fvioaern soTODea £629 discount price 

innovative space saving design SALE £299 

Nolte Mobel fitted bedrooms - 

Free U K delivery and fitting CJ jA^y £ 30 ^/o 

Rugs - assorted designs 

and clears SAVE OVER 60 % 

Swivel recliner choir NORMAL EXTRA 

swivel reamer cnair £299 discount price 

W.th footstool 3 ^ £149 

Silentniaht double NORMAL EXTRA 

diientmgnt double £599 discount price 

drawer divan ^ £299 

Columbia twi^t cnrnpt - NORMAL EXTRA 

loiumDia twist carpet discount price 

choice of colours SALE rx l 

m 3Com 

Willis and Gambier normal extra 

yyimis ana oammer £1299 discount price 

Oak extending table SALE PPQA 

and 4 chairs £799 W/7 

Slidina wardrobe - NORMAL EXTRA 

diia ng wararooe £599 discount price 

modern design sale ? £379 

Montgomery's 

Ready mode curtains JAVE UP TO 5 0% 

mltj Mind 1 Harrison Beds 


Denby BFdma. 

rr> .pitr ii 



PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER - NO DEPOSIT - INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Extra Discount Price Complete Bedroom 

£995 


Wi 1 


Broadoak 

(includes Bedstead, Chest, Wardrobe & Bedside cabinet) 
NORMAL €4-596 SALE €+499 



Cousins 


Birmingham 
Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. B11 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 
Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

• Free Parking • Instore Restaurant 


0 % Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2012 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on 
apr request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 


beyond expectation 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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January Sale_N0W ONI! 



IN WEST BROMWICH 

BEFORE YOU BUY, COME AND TRY! 

Visit our showroom and compare our quality and very keen prices 



Rejuvenate your old sofa 
with new fillings front £20 

Soft, Medium or Hard 
Reflex foam and feather filling 


CLUB NEWS 


thechronicle 


Julie’s talk 
on efforts 
of charity 


WTON 

SOROPTIMISTS 


CLUB members welcomed 
Julie Flavell to a recent 
meeting. 

Julie spoke on the charity 
Welcome St George’s and 
how it aims to raise aware¬ 
ness of the plight of thou¬ 
sands of people living in the 
garbage villages around 
Cairo and raising funds to 
do something about it. 

There are currently 
26,000 people living in one 
village called Mottamodia 
which Julie says is about the 
size of Bilbrook and Codsall 
put together. Members were 
shown pictures of the condi¬ 
tions in which these people 
live, and tried to imagine 
themselves existing among 
piles of rubbish. 

The families collect 60 per 
cent of Cairo’s rubbish and 
take it back to the village 
where the women and chil¬ 
dren sort through it to sal¬ 
vage what they can make 
use of, or re-cycle to raise 
money to live. The rubbish 
is then burned and Julie said 
that the atmosphere and 
smell of the burning rubbish 
is horrendous. 

For the past 10 years or so 
funds have been raised to 
build classrooms, provide 
teaching equipment, install 
a computer room and build 
modern, hygienic toilet and 
wash facilities within St 
George’s Church, the Coptic 
Christian Church which is 
spearheading this work with 
the families and children. 

Members were very 
moved by the plight of these 
families and had much 
praise for Julie and the peo¬ 
ple associated with the 
essential work they do. 


Keith’s in the frame 
with his star quality 



From Left: Kidderminster joint president Stephanie Ainsley, speaker Keith Turley, 
Councillor Anne Hingley, Mayor of Kidderminster; Midlands region president Ruth 
Longville, Stourbridge president Ann Middleton; Kidderminster joint presidents 
Shirley Bonas and Denise Carson and West Birmingham president Mary McCurry 


THE club’s November speaker was Keith 
Turley who talked on his work painting por¬ 
traits of entertainers and comedians. 

Keith recounted the occasions he mixed 
with the stars including Tony Hancock, 
Norman Wisdom, Les Dawson, Leslie 
Phillips, Frankie Howerd, The Goons, 
Morecombe & Wise to name a few. 

Kidderminster Club members welcomed 
as guests Councillor Anne Hingley, Mayor of 
Kidderminster, Ruth Longville, Soroptimist 
Midlands regional president and presidents 
of Stourbridge and West Birmingham Clubs, 


KIDDERMINSTER 

SOROPTIMISTS 


Ann Middleton and Mary McCurry together 
with members from their clubs. 

The next speaker meeting will be on Jan¬ 
uary 19 when joint president Stephanie 
Ainsley will welcome Hannah Escott who 
will be recounting her experiences as a Ful- 
bright Scholar. For details call Elke Jury on 
01299 266101. 


Bells ring out for Christmas 


THE guild was in festive 
mood at the December meet¬ 
ing. Members were informed 
that sub sections will resu¬ 
me in the new year and 
ladies in the luncheon club 
will gather at The Harvester. 
Two visitors were welcomed 
to the meeting. 

After business was con¬ 
cluded, Kingswinford hand 
bell ringers entertained with 
seasonal music and everyone 
was encouraged to sing along. 
Some tried their hand at ring¬ 
ing with varying success. 


KINGSWINFORD 

TG 


Instead of a floral decora¬ 
tion, Margaret Farmer pro¬ 
vided a nativity scene which 
she had knitted, and was 
greatly admired. 

Kath Turner was pre¬ 
sented with the ceramic 
bowl which was designed at 
an earlier meeting. 

Raffle prizes were won by 
Frankie Baker, Kath 


Turner, Josie Smith, Sandra 
Grey and Lisa Wharton, one 
of the visitors. 

A box was put out so that 
those who preferred to 
donate to charity instead of 
giving cards could do so. 

In January, the Wednes¬ 
day Club will hold a fish and 
chip supper. On January 9 
the guild meeting will be a 
social evening - an ideal 
time for potential new mem¬ 
bers to visit the guild at the 
community centre in the 
high street. 


• Support your local 
Manufacturers 

• Watch your Sofa’s being 
made in our workshop 

• Made to measure 

• Strong quality Frames 




r 

V 


www.sofahouseupholstery.co.uk 



7 Dudley 

something new ^ llege 

OPEN & ENROLMENT DAY 



Sat 7th January 2012 
10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Broadway Campus 


FREI * training is available to you if: 

• You have recently been made redundant. 

• You are seeking employment. 

• You want to learn essential skills to help you 
get another job. 

• You left school this summer and haven’t 
started college or an apprenticeship yet. 

• You are taking your GCSEs and are not sure 
what you want to do when you leave school. 


*Examination and other fees may apply. A self declaration form must be completed at enrolment 
or if you are seeking employment an Award Notice must be brought to enrolment. 
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Patients' information leaked 


PATIENTS’ personal details have 
been leaked dozens of times at hos¬ 
pitals in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire, it has been revealed. 

There have been 38 data breaches across the 
region’s NHS hospital trusts in the past five 
years. The figures were revealed under the Free¬ 
dom of Information Act. 

There were 12 recorded leaks at the Dudley 
Group of Hospitals. 

Seven saw staff or contractors breach data 
rules, and in five cases details were either lost or 
mislaid, including in July 2009, a doctor giving a 
foster mother’s address to the child’s biological 
parent. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of The Dudley 
Group NHS Foundation Trust, said: “Protecting 
patient information is very important to us and 
we continually reinforce this with our staff.” 


Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust leaked 
sensitive information 14 times, with three 
breaches in October last year alone. It had spent 
£4,900 on encrypted memory sticks to try to stop 
leaks. 

Three of the leaks involved a member of staff 
giving confidential information to a relative, a 
screenshot with personal information being seen 
by a contractor, and a consultant sending out a 
letter to a colleague. 

Investigated 

A worker also accessed a doctor’s confidential 
email in June 2009. 

Action was taken against just two staff in the 
region, both at Mid Staffordshire. Colin Oving- 
ton, director of nursing and midwifery, said: “We 
take any breach of data rules very seriously. 
These are always reported to the relevant author¬ 


ities, investigated thoroughly and corrective 
action taken to prevent such incidents recurring. 
Where appropriate, disciplinary action is taken.” 

At Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust, which runs City, Sandwell and Row- 
ley Regis, there were five breaches. Despite 
encryption software costing the trust £51,928 
over the past five years, a laptop was hacked in 
August 2007. 

A patient’s information was also lost off site in 
August 2009 and an unencrypted memory stick 
was lost in November last year. 

There were seven leaks at The Royal Wolver¬ 
hampton Hospitals NHS Trust - one in June 
2010 which saw people given unauthorised access 
to confidential data. 

Patient details were in documents found in a 
lift in October this year. 

There were no breaches at the Walsall Health¬ 
care NHS Trust. 


Wildlife trust looking to 


the hills for 

THE Birmingham and Black Country 
Wildlife Trust is planning to create a new 
country park in Sandwell. It is hoped the 
park will include land on Rowley Hills. 

It will also take in surrounding areas of 
open space including Buryhill Park in Old¬ 
bury, Darby’s Hill, off Darby’s Hill Road in 
Tividale and Sheepwash Park in Oldbury. 

The move comes after the Trust success¬ 
fully bought two acres of land on Portway 
Hill in Rowley Regis earlier this year for 
£10,000. This land is part of the 50-acre 
Rowley Hills. 

The Trust now hopes this land will also 
become part of the country park. 

It is part of the strip of high land that sep¬ 
arates the Severn and Trent river catch¬ 
ments and as well as rare plants and 


its new park 

colonies of scarce butterflies, the area offers 
views across the Black Country and Birm¬ 
ingham. 

Chief executive of the trust Neil Wyatt 
said: “People do not realise what wonderful 
wildlife, and open space we have in the 
Black Country. But this area has so much 
to offer, and is a wonderful place to go walk¬ 
ing and sightseeing. It is a hidden gem.” 

Mr Wyatt said he hopes to organise a pub¬ 
lic meeting early this year to set up a 
Friends of Rowley Hills group, which would 
raise funds for the land and look after its 
interests. 

He said: “At that meeting we will also dis¬ 
cuss the possibility of starting some form on 
consultation on the setting up of the coun¬ 
try park.” 



Key day for college 


Project manager Mark Green, principal Val Bailey and 

chair of governors John Tew at the handover of the 
keys ceremony to the new Sandwell College 

THE KEYS to Sandwell College’s new £77 million campus 
in West Bromwich have been handed over. 

A ceremony was held at the Spon Lane site - dubbed the 
Big Dipper by residents because of its distinctive shape - 
to mark the milestone. 

Principal Val Bailey said: “This amazing building and 
iconic development will develop the educational skills in 
what is one of the most deprived boroughs in the whole 
country. This, we hope, will be the catalyst for the regener¬ 
ation of this area.” 

Large specialist equipment from the motor vehicle, engi¬ 
neering, carpentry and joinery, plumbing, painting and dec¬ 
orating workshops will be disconnected and relocated to the 
new college immediately after the festive break, before staff 
start to move across to their new site during the spring 
term. 

Open days will be organised for prospective students from 
the second week of January. 

Community stars set 
to be given honours 

THE search is on again for young people in Sandwell who 
are shining stars in their communities. 

Professionals working with young people are being 
encouraged to nominate teenagers who deserve recognition 
for their achievements. 

The Sandwell Teenagers Achieve Recognition (STAR) 
accolades will celebrate the hard work and dedication of the 
borough’s teenagers. 

The awards aim to honour and highlight young people 
who have made great personal achievements or contributed 
to society. 

The nominations opened on January 3 and close on Feb¬ 
ruary 17. 

Young people are also encouraged to nominate adults who 
they feel go out of their way to support them, whether they 
are a teacher, youth worker, learning mentor - or an organ¬ 
isation. Awards will be presented on March 30. 



1L 

Why spend thousands on a new kitchen when a kitchen makeover 
using made to measure Doors looks just as effective at a fraction of 
the cost and without all the hassle! 

And with our January Sale offer of Buy 2 Get 1 Free the savings are 
even greater. There really has never been a better time to buy. Call 
in or ask for details of this fabulous genuine offer. 


GET J. 


aTTqq 


01384 293654 ■ 0121 369 0213 


www.imore.co.uk 

Request your Brochure or go on-line today 

0800 Ote 7044 

FREE No Obligation Home Quotation Service 
Nobody beats our prices. Go on, put us to the test! 

■ Doors "Drawers "Appliances 

Showroom: 8 Wordsley Green Shopping T 

Centre Wordsley Stourbridge DY8 5PD 
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Council workers 
in office changes 

A SCHEME to streamline 
Sandwell Council opera¬ 
tions into fewer buildings 
and save £1.5 million a 
year has finished. 

The authority planned 
to move hundreds of staff 
out of four sites in West 
Bromwich by Christmas to 
save money on rent, busi¬ 
ness rates and bills. 

And now those workers 
have moved as scheduled. 

Council employees have 
also left the municipal 
buildings in Cradley 
Heath, on the corner of 
Barrs Road and Hale¬ 
sowen Road, and offices at 
the back of Smethwick 
Council House. 

Firm closure date 
is still a mystery 

IT IS still not known when 
a drug supplier will close a 
Smethwick warehouse 
where 125 people work. 

AAH Pharmaceuticals 
has confirmed it is looking 
to shut the warehouse 
some time next year. It is 
in the middle of a 90-day 
consultation with staff. 

James Lindsay, the 
firm’s head of corporate 
relations, said the closure 
date was subject to the out¬ 
come of the consultation. 

Group history talk 

SANDWELL Family His¬ 
tory Society will hold its 
next meeting on January 9. 

The meeting includes a 
presentation by Alan Har- 
ward entitled ‘What Hap¬ 
pened to the Money?’ 
Visitors are welcome to 
the meetings at Hill Top 
Community Centre, West 
Bromwich, from 7.30pm. 

Call Geoff Webb on 
01922 492653 or visit 
www. sandwellfamily his¬ 
tory, co.uk 


s 


Drunk driver of school bus 
gets 17-month jail sentence 


A BANNED motorist who drove a coach full 
of children to a Black Country school on a 
false licence while three times the alcohol 
limit has started a 17-month jail sentence. 


Sanjeev Madahar had been 
working 35 hours a week in 
the job for 10 months despite 
having four previous convic¬ 
tions for driving while dis¬ 
qualified and three for 
driving with excess alcohol. 

The 43-year-old had stopp¬ 
ed boozing less than three- 
and-a-half hours before 
taking the wheel of the 
Thandi Executive coach for 
the morning trip to Sandwell 
Academy on July 5, prosecu¬ 
tor Mrs Sati Ruck told 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court. She added: “Within 
five minutes it became appar¬ 
ent to the steward on the 
coach that the driver was 
going in the wrong direction.” 

His speech was slurred and 
he had difficulty making 
himself understood, the court 
was told. The steward 
reported him to school staff 
when the coach reached 
Sandwell Academy and police 
were called, said Mrs Ruck. 


B by John Scott 

Tests showed that Mada¬ 
har had 238mg of alcohol in 
100ml of blood. The legal 
limit for driving is 80. 

He had been jailed for 
driving while disqualified 
and using an illegal driving 
licence twice before. But last 
year he tricked the DVLA 
into giving him a driving 
licence in the name of Bobby 
Madhar and he used it to get 
the job with Thandi Execu¬ 
tive on September 1 2010, 
said Mrs Ruck. 

Reckless 

Mr Robert Perry, defend¬ 
ing, said his client was “des¬ 
perate” and had not thought 
through the consequences. 

Madahar, from Blue 
Cedar Drive, Streetly, 
admitted gaining employ¬ 
ment through a false driving 
licence and driving with 
excess alcohol while banned. 
Recorder Graham Huston 
told him he was “reckless”. 


Event for PCT contacts 

BUSINESSES in The Black Country can find out how to 
apply for new contracts with Sandwell Primary Care Trust 
at a meeting in the new year. Sandwell Council of Voluntary 
Organisations hosts a meeting from 1.30-3.30pm on Feb¬ 
ruary 9 at its West Bromwich headquarters, in Victoria 
Street, to explain the PCT procurement procedure. Places 
are offered on a first come, first served basis. Applications 
must be submitted by January 13 at 4pm. 

To book call 0121 525 1127 or email martind @scvo.info 



Nursery owner Lydia Browning with Lola-Belle Browning, aged three, Layla Humes, 
two, Becky Cotterell, also from the nursery, and Myah Lamine, three 


Nursery 

annexe 

opened 

YOUNGSTERS at a Tipton 
nursery are celebrated the 
success of their new exten¬ 
sion as they prepared for 
Christmas. 

Bosses at Smarty Pants in 
Horseley Heath have spent 
£70,000 installing the new 
annexe which has been pur¬ 
pose built for the pre-school. 

Pupils put on a nativity 
for parents just before 
Christmas. Owner Lydia 
Browning, who runs the 
nursery, said: “We have just 
created a new building in 
the back garden. We got 
planning permission last 
year and started building in 
March and it was officially 
opened in September and it 
is running really well. 

“Now the pre-school have 
their own purpose built pre¬ 
school in a separate annexe 
building the size of a one 
bedroomed bungalow.” 

Miss Browning added: “It 
has created a few more 
places and we have gone 
from a 34 to a 43 place nurs¬ 
ery, but it’s not so much 
about the size of the nurs¬ 
ery - it’s about the quality of 
what we can offer the chil¬ 
dren.” 


Trust gets 
£27k grant 
to develop 
an archive 

A COMMUNITY trust in 
Smethwick has received a 
£27,300 grant to embark on 
a three-year history project. 
The Heritage Lottery Fund 
has granted the money to 
Warley Woods Community 
Trust for their Oral History 
Project. 

The project will see peo¬ 
ple’s stories and memories 
of the Lightwoods Hill 
woods recorded to create a 
special archive. 

Trust manager Viv Cole 
said: “We are looking for 
people’s stories about the 
woods, we are very much 
interested in their memories 
of the Abbey which was on 
the site, we want the stories 
of those who have worked at 
the woods, those who have 
enjoyed social times here 
and played golf here. 

“We will also be looking 
for people to tell stories 
about the trust itself, 
because in years to come 
that will be history.” 

The project will consist of 
the audio recordings, a spe¬ 
cial book of people’s stories 
and the trust will also be 
asking local children to do 
some video recordings of 
people telling their stories. 

Ms Cole said: “We are not 
necessarily looking for facts, 
but are more interested in 
people’s memories of the 
woods.” 

The trust is now looking 
for people to be interviewers 
for the project. 

Training will take place 
on Saturday, February 25 
from 10am until 4pm. 

Call Ms Cole on 0121 
4201061. 
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APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years interest 
free credit with 
nothing to pay 
for the first year 


think sofas, think 


Birmingham 0121 772 3619 Camp Hill Middleway B12 OHU 

Cannock 01543 574797 Linkway Retail Park, Longford Island WS11 1TD 

Droitwich 01905 775737 Roman Way Retail Park, Kidderminster Road WR9 9AY 


Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. Sat 9am to 6pm. Sun 11am to 5pm. 


Save Time - Order Direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800 110 5000 24 hours a day 7days a week 


Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 4 years free credit from date of order. Delivery charges apply. After event price applies from 16th January. 
Guaranteed lowest Winter Sale price means sale products will not be sold at a lower price during the DFS Winter Sale when ordered in store or online. Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. 
DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No 01735950. Ftedhouse Interchange, Doncaster, DN6 7NA. 
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Specialist 
Off Licence 

Pubs, Clubs, Restaurants 
& Party Orders 
Welcome 

334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB 
0121-552 3270 


LIQUOR 

STORE 


330 POUND ROAD 

OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 8NQ 
0121-544 2719 

MANY OEEEFtS IN STOFCE 

All major credit cards accepted 


j National Lottei] available at Ms store 





pi ngs^BimT^ 
Chopping Centre 


WEST BROMW 

You know where 
it’s all at... 

...40 shops, a 
Market Hall & 
a Central Cafe Area 
all under one roof 

^.tu great place tqTStio 


Laser Hair Removal 


50% Off 

first treatment when you Quote 
Ellipse 12 


870b Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury, Birmingham 069 4RS 
Tel: 0121 552 6777 


FC^ll in to your 
local Chronic!© 
office and 
collect your 
free desktop 
calendar. 


LANGLEY 08 

GARB StiQP 

Cards for all occasions fc l . 

Badges, 

Banners,Invitations, Party 
goods, Jewellery, Sweets j 

10 Broad Street, 

Oldbury B69 4SH ) 

07815 012905 




1 

WADE 


BUILDING 


SERVICES 




★ TEMPORARY FENCING 
AND BARRIER 

★ CATNIC AND CONCRETE 
LINTELS 

★ SCAFFOLDING 

★ BESPOKE STEEL 


GROVELAND ROAD 
TIPTON 

WEST MIDLANDS 
DY4 7TN 

TEL: 0121 520 8121 
FAX: 0121 557 7061 


www.wade-bs.co.uk 


10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL H0MECARE BATHROOM OR KITCHEN 

O Family business established over 20 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 

© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 
© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose 
from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 

© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating 
© All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 

Open 10am-4pm Closed Wednesday and Sunday 

The home Improvement Specialist 


uiEiiLiHiomirari 


Established over 21 years 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B713JS 
Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

^^eeounmjUialsliom^ 


Jondor Interiors 


• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Bedrooms 

Visit our showrooms 

137 Park Lane, Wednesbury WS10 9RZ and 
12 Kingsway Road, Wolverhampton WV10 OSD 


iOIAR 


Save on your electricity bills 
& earn money 
from your roof! 

residential 

* Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Panels Established 1978 & commercial 

over 30 years experience as roofing specialists 

►SolarThermal Heating 



► Living Green Roofs 

► Ground Mounted Systems 

► Design, Installation & Maintenance Service 


0121 442 4942 
07967 494 391 

call for your free estimate - 


M teas reaiy 


remote and in-person 


All our work is independently guaranteed for at least 10 years 
www.jmssolar.co.uk 
Email: jude@jmssolar.co.uk 



Vernon 


KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


0121520 


Visit us at vernonwagner.com 

Unit 7, Imex Auto Centre, 
Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ 
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Stainless 11/2 Full Integrated 
Bowl Sink Dishwasher 

£59 from £99 


Fully Integrated Designer Sink Taps 
Fridge Massive Selection ■ 
FROM £179 FROM ONLY £39 ) 


Tile Trim 99p • Aluminium Tile Trim £7.99 15kg Tile Adhesive £10.99 
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star extraTRAVEL 

Andre Rieu 

and The Johann 
Strauss Orchestra 

at The 02 Arena 

The Waltz King of Europe is returning to the UK 
with his Orchestra to perform in concert next year 
at The 02 Arena in London. 

Acknowledged as one of the world’s greatest 
living musical legends, Dutch-born Andre Rieu 
was classically trained, and is now an 
accomplished violinist, an excellent conductor 
and a truly remarkable showman. 

With his orchestra, choir and soloists, he brings 
a delightful and innovative approach to his 
concerts, recreating the atmosphere of 19 th cen¬ 
tury Viennese dance halls, where audiences sway 
with the music, hum along and even dance in the 
aisles - it all happens! 

During the concert you will hear music from 
across the star’s repertoire, from his first album, 
‘Strauss & Co’ to his latest release, ‘And the 
Waltz Goes On’. It will be a truly wonderful 
experience that you’ll remember for years to 
come. 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 6pm), email 
starextra@expressandstar.co.uk or go online www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 
Please read brochure/web page for full terms and conditions 


December 16-17 
2012 

FROM £169 

• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation 

• A ticket for the concert at The 02 
Arena (ticket upgrades available) 

• Free time in London 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single room supplement £30 
(subject to availability) 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V787X) 



Safety vow after closures 
of M6 fourth lane top 50 


Queue to pick up penguin 



Nicola Wright, from Dudley Zoo with a rare Humboldt penguin 


PEOPLE have been queueing up to Bob and Lucky as the favourites for 
p-p-p-pick up a penguin at a Black people to adopt. We have the largest 
Country tourist attraction. colony in the UK of endangered 

Penguins are top of the adoption Humboldt penguins, with 56 birds - 
list at Dudley Zoo, where staff have and people just love them to bits, 
been inundated with requests. “In 2012, which is our 75th 

Dozens of adoption packs were anniversary, the penguins will 
snapped up for local animal lovers feature very large, as we launch our 
for Christmas presents. Penguin Bay walk-through attrac- 

Zoo spokesman Jill Suddock said: tion, where people will be able to get 
“Penguins are top of the list - with much closer to the birds.” 


A FOURTH lane of the M6 in the 
West Midlands will only open 
when it is safe to do so, highways 
chiefs have said. 

It comes after it emerged the hard shoul¬ 
der between junction 10a at Essington and 
8 at West Bromwich was shut to traffic on 
more than 50 occasions since the spring due 
to cable thefts, camera and signal faults. 
The lane was meant to cut congestion. 

The main problems were between junc¬ 
tions 10a and 10 at Walsall which had been 
targeted by metal thieves. There were also 
problems due to a gantry sign having to be 
removed and replaced. 

The extra lane was launched by the High¬ 
ways Agency in March as part of a £150 
million scheme. But information released 
under the Freedom of Information Act 
shows there were at least 57 times when it 
was unable to open. This ranged from hours 
to days. It included 20 days for a gantry sign 
to be replaced southbound from junctions 
10 to 10a between March and April, delay¬ 
ing the full launch of the scheme. 

Cameras 

There was a 10-day period in September 
after metal thieves stole cables, knocking 
out CCTV cameras and signs. Camera 
faults taking up to three days to repair have 
also been reported along with signal prob¬ 
lems taking up to four days to put right. 

Highways Agency spokeswoman Jane 
Manning said: “Under normal circum¬ 
stances, the traffic flow on the motorway 
will determine whether the managed 
motorway with hard shoulder running 
comes into operation, so it may not operate 
every day. Safety is our top priority, and the 
hard shoulder cannot be opened when it is 
not safe to do so. 

“Events which have prevented the safe 
operation of the managed motorway during 
2011 have included instances of cable theft, 
equipment faults, maintenance and 
repairs, and work on the motorway itself.” 
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COME SEE US AT OUR 
SPACIOUS 
SHOWROOM 


3m Edwardum 


3m 


Fulty 


Dwarf Walls from only £ 4999 


FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION SERVICE 
AVAILABLE ON ALL PRODUCTS. 

PLUS 10 % OFF 

THROUGHOUT ALL OF JANUARY * 


Supply only 


£1899 




from only 


111 




. .£249 ? 


OranQenes / Sunfooms 
By design 





CLEARANCE SALE 



ON BEHALF OF MAJOR STORES & MAIL ORDER COMPANIES 

• END OF LINES • CUSTOMER CANCELLATIONS • SOFAS • SUITES 

• BEDS * MATTRESSES • WARDROBES • DINNING ROOM FURNITURE 

ALL BEING CLEARED UP TO HALF NORMAL RETAIL PRICE 


CARPETS AND FLOORING NOW AVAILABLE 


1_ 

2 

PRICE 


OPENING TIMES: 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm 


SUITES i BEDS 


j. sums s bios 

Portway Road, Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 

Tel: 0121 544 5155 

NEXT TO MATALAN 
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Jean still on cloud nine 
after a whirlwind year 



Britain’s Got Talent star organist Jean Martyn looks forward to 2012 


ORGANIST Jean Martyn is still a 
woman in demand - more than six 
months after making a name for 
herself on Britain’s Got Talent. 

It was a whirlwind 2011 for the Lichfield- 
born performer, a former Cannock school 
music teacher, with dozens of television and 
radio appearances under her belt. 

She also switched on the Christmas lights 
in Cannock as well as in her her home village 
of Brewood and 2012 promises to be just as 
busy for Jean, with numerous concerts 
planned. 

Also in the pipeline are stints on popular 
TV shows including Loose Women and 
Channel 4’s The Paul O’Grady Show. 

“I’m still on cloud nine,” the 60-year-old 
beamed. “I had a tremendous 2011 and I 
hope 2012 will be just as good. I’m looking 
forward to the opportunities and challenges 
that lie ahead.” 

Jean won over audiences on BGT with her 
lively and energetic performances and made 
it into the final. 

In a six month spell, the former Cannock 
Chase High music teacher has appeared on 
Channel 5 show Big Brother, played at both 
St James’s Palace and Buckingham Palace. 

Crazy 

In December, Jean released her first 
album, Just Jean, a CD of boogie-woogie 
music, followed by another compilation 
album A Christmas Star. 

“I can’t believe I have my own albums 
now. It’s crazy,” she said. 

Jean is also looking at venturing into 
after-dinner speaking this year. And she 
revealed one of her dreams would be per¬ 
forming at London’s Royal Albert Hall. 

“Playing at the Albert Hall would be the 
pinnacle for me,” she said. “It would be a 
dream come true. It is also one of my great¬ 
est dreams to play a concert at Macy’s in 
America.” 

On January 7, 21 and 28 she will be per¬ 
forming on Celebrity Big Brother. 



* 


www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 
Email: westmidlandsalessuk@btconnect.com 


10% OFF; 


irf Innrlc 2-4 Upper High Street, 

I WednesburyWS10 7HF 
Electrical Telephone 0121 505 6108 


West 


with this coup 




DELIVERY 


FRIDGE 
FREEZERS 
FROM £169 

Available in 
White or Silver 


BUILT IN 
OVENS 
SINGLES 
10 
Ul 
10 


RANGE 
COOKERS 
FI 
£ 


VACUUM 

CLEANERS 


ELECTRIC 


FROM £49 


HD ready 


DISHWASHERS 
FROM £169 
Available in 
White or Silver 


BEKO- FRIDGE 
FREEZER 


FROST FREE 6ft 

[ also in Black & Silver) 


NOW £329! 


LEISURE 

COOKER 

GR6GVCP 

Gourmet Classic/60 
Wide/Double Oven 




pictures for illustration purposes only 


credit cards taken 

IIVfSA H 


Telephone 

0121 505 6108 

OPEN Mon-Sat 9.00 am-6.30 pm 

iJ www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.corr 

Email: westmiHlandsalesuk@htconnect.corr 


Fittings available on all appliances 

Special order required ■ call us for cheapest quotes 

Free recycling on all products 
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up to 


half 

sale 


plus up to 3 years 
interest free credit* 



Are* ujo\) 3 

3 <Zvf> er-hero, 
or 3 zforfeh? 

W& wsfti to (cnoY/l 


Look out for our new ad on tv, 
or view it on our YouTube channel. 


You 

rro 



Hip Hop Double 



SAVE £400 


A stylish solid ash with ash veneer 
bed frame, perfect for today's 
contemporary bedrooms. 

Was Price £599^9 
Sale Price £299^9 


£ 199 " 


Georgia Double 



SAVE £500 

Price for bed frame only. 


NOW ONLY 

£ 299 " 


A contemporary styled bed frame 
in soft brown faux leather with 
huge storage hidden in the 

easy lift ottoman base. 


Was Price £299^9 
Sale Price £399^? 




WEDNESBURY 

Gallagher Retail Park 
WS10 9QY 

TEL: 0121 5054308 


bensons 

beds 


bensonsforbeds.co.uk 



OVER 290 STORES NATIONWIDE • Open 7 days a week and late nights 

• Scottish stores closed New Year's Day 


0%APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


“Interest free credit is available on stock beds over £150. 3 Years interest free credit is available on orders over £1299, deposit of 10% is required. 
Credit provided by I KANO Financial Services Ltd and is available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 and over. Registered address: Waterfront 
Flouse, Waterfront Plaza, Station Street, Nottingham NG2 3DQ. Our Was Price is the price that has been charged in at least 10% of our stores 
between 22/11/11 to 20/12/11. Extra £100 off and extra 20% off sale prices ends 17/01/12. All offers subject to availability. Delivery charged separately 
- ask in store for details. All products may not be on display in all stores. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


tWiA) Vet in OldbtAty 

Inside Pets at Home, Oldbury Green Retail Park 


50% off all 

vaccinations 




VjoiAf vet is 

^Monish Malhotra 

MRCVS 


£10 Microchip I 

y 


£10 Vet Consult 

for new client registrations 


Companion Care Vet Surgery, 

Inside Pets at Home, 

Oldbury Green Retail Park, Oldbury Ringway, 
Oldbury, Warwickshire, B69 3DD 


Open 7 days 



• vvv 

cr 

°vy 


SOI 21 270 2282 

Please phone for an appointment 

ccvets.co.uk/oldbury 


Companion 
Care vet s> at 
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Monday 9 January 5.00pm to 7.30pm 
Tuesday 10 January 5.00pm to 7.30pm 
Thursday 12 January 5.00pm to 7.30pm 
Saturday 14 January 10.00am to 1.00pm 
Monday 16 January 5.00pm to 7.30pm 
Tuesday 17 January 5.00pm to 7.30pm 
Thursday 19 January 5.00pm to 7.30pm 
Saturday 21 January 10.00am to 1.00pm 


10.00 
to 1.00 


10.00 
to 1.00 


10.00 
to 1.00 


10.00 
to 1.00 


"Birmingham Metropolitan College” twitter^ 


"rabmetc” 



James Watt Campus 
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The 

Making Ok 


WARNER BROS 


STUDIO TOUR 


' J 


i vyi 


OPENING SPRING 2012 - SECRETS WIEE BE REVEAEED! 


A behind the scenes walking tour, 
coach-inclusive two-day break 
departing April 14, June 16, August 
18 and October 27 


FROM 
£119 adult 
£99 child 


Opening spring, this not-to-be-missed 
behind-the-scenes studio walking tour is 
one of the most exciting visitor attractions 
to have opened in years, and an absolute 
‘must-see, must-do’ for Harry Potter fans 
everywhere. 

Don’t miss this fantastic chance to be one 
of the first to experience the authentic sets, 
props, costumes and special effects of the 
most successful film series of all time. 

One of the most exciting visitor 
attractions to have opened in years! 

Organised by Newmarket Promotions 
(ABTA V787X) 


Price includes: 

• Return coach travel 

• One night’s bed and continental 
breakfast hotel accommodation 

in the greater London/Heathrow area 

• Entrance to Warner Bros. Studio 
Tour London 

- the Making of Harry Potter 

• Visit to Royal Windsor 

• Services of a tour manager 

Single room supplement £30 

TM & © 2011 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc 
Harry Potter Publishing Rights © JKR 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 
or go to www.newmarket.travel/wes16636 
Please read brochure/web page for full details plus terms and conditions 


£l.8m bill to kit out job 
hunters for interviews 


MORE than £1.8m was spent 
kitting out West Midlands job 
hunters with new clothes and 
helping with interviews. 

Just over 20,000 people across the region 
were handed Government clothing grants 
of up to £300 each over the last year. 

It means that more than £30,000 of public 
money is being spent in the region every 
week by the unemployed buying new clothes 
and on other job-hunting expenses. 

Latest figures show there are 243,000 
people out of work in the West Midlands. The 
scheme was introduced two years ago for the 
long-term unemployed, but was extended 
last year to include the newly unemployed. 

People attending interviews can pick 
their own suit, shirt and shoes and claim 
back with receipts to the value of £300. 

Authorise 

The figures, released through a Freedom 
of Information Act request, reveal pay¬ 
ments from the Government’s Advisor Dis¬ 
cretionary Fund, which allows Job Centre 
advisors to authorise payments for pur¬ 
chases intended to benefit job-seeking. 

In total, £1.8m was spent in the West Mid¬ 
lands in the 2010/11 financial year, with 
extra payments being given for transporta¬ 
tion, tools, and training ahead of interviews. 
The regional figures include £469,535 given 
to 6,295 people within the Black Country 
and Staffordshire. 

Guidance published by the Department 
of Works and Pensions for staff requires “a 
sensible use of public funds.” 

On the net there are scores of websites 
urging job seekers to take advantage of the 
cash. The DWP says the payouts help 
“remove barriers” and the £1.8m spent in 
2010/11 was £600,000 less than the previous 
year. 

Emma Boon, of pressure group the Tax¬ 
payers’ Alliance, said: “It seems strange to 
offer this allowance to those who are newly 
unemployed as many simply won’t need it. ” 


Stylish aid for charity 



Emma Baker, Harsharon Kaur and Krystal Thomas at Teddy’s hair 
salon, Wolverhampton, get all dressed up to raise money for charity 


HAIR salon staff in Wolverhampton 
came into work in fancy dress in a 
bid to raise money for charity. 

Workers at Teddy’s Hair Design 
in Queen Street, city centre, dressed 
up as the likes of popstar Lady Gaga 
and a sumo fairy. 

Salon owner Ruby Camp said it 
was a tradition at Teddy’s to dress 
up this time of year. She said: “It 
really lifted the mood and our cus¬ 


tomers had a bit of a laugh when 
they saw what some of the staff were 
wearing. We like to do our bit for 
charity.” 

Staff also came into work on 
Christmas Eve dressed as the Queen 
of Hearts, a St Trinian’s schoolgirl 
and a Christmas tree. Staff are 
handing around £100 over to the 
Salvation Army. 
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New arrivals make 
a special Christmas 

NEW mothers and fathers were 
given the very best present 
possible, as they welcomed 
their own Christmas Day 
bundles of joy. 

At Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley, 
proud parents Mandi and Jatinder 
Chatha, 26 and 28, welcomed their first 
daughter at 2.56am. 

The baby, yet to be given a name, 
weighed in at 61b and the couple, who live 
in Swindon, near Kinver, said they were 
“over the moon”. 

Shelley Cartwright, 30, was in familiar 
surroundings as she gave birth to son 
Ewan - as she is a staff nurse at the hos¬ 
pital. Born at 4.24pm, he is her and her 
partner David Westwood’s first child. 

Miss Cartwright, of Cradley Heath, 
who works on the coronary care unit, 
said: “It was the first Christmas where I 
haven’t been working - but I’ve ended up 
at the hospital anyway.” 

Proud 

Her fellow staff nurse Kate Donnelly, 

26, gave birth to identical twin boys, Max 
and Tom, on Christmas Eve. The pair 
weighed in 61b 2oz and 51b 2oz. 

Their father Karl, is a 28-year-old 
Dudley firefighter of The Straits, Gornal. 

Walsall Manor Hospital had a bumper 
crop of December 25 babies, with six 
arriving before midday. The first festive 
baby appeared at 12.32am. Penny Rose 
was born to parents Clare, aged 26, and 
Richard Selvey, of Pelsall. Penny weighed 
81b. 

Jane Marsters, 28, of Kilvert Road, 

Wednesbury, and her partner Keith Proud mother Clare Shelley Cartwright and Jane Marsters having a 
Askey welcomed little Jayden into the Selvey with her new David Westwood, with special cuddle with 
world at 4.41am, weighing 71b 6oz. baby Penny Rose new-born baby Ewan baby boy Jayden 






Help us to manage 
demand for our A&E services 



Research shows one in three of all people who go to A&E could be 
treated elsewhere in the community. 

Your local pharmacy is one alternative for: 

• easily accessible, confidential care and treatment for 
minor ailments 

• advice on looking after yourself or whether you need to see a GP. 

Please help by passing the message on to family, friends 
and workmates. 


Take good care this winter 
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Families urged to 
make care plans 

THE deadline for families 
with severely disabled 
children to finalise alter¬ 
native respite care plans is 
looming as a vital centre 
in West Bromwich is due 
to close this month. 

Council bosses decided 
to shut Warstone House in 
April despite opposition 
from protestors. 

The Salters Lane facility 
has however continued to 
run until alternative plans 
were in place for users. 

Chiefs have now said 
closure is expected at the 
end of January, but could 
be further delayed until 
alternative plans are in 
place. 

Job opportunities 
are now on offer 

JOB hunters are being 
urged to visit a hub show¬ 
casing the multi-million 
pound regeneration of 
West Bromwich. 

The Regeneration Hub 
in Bull Street was opened 
in May by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil and its partners Accord 
Housing Association and 
Green Homes, Green 
Skills. Visitors there have 
the chance to find out 
more about the job oppor¬ 
tunities becoming avail¬ 
able through projects in 
the town, including the 
£200m Tesco development. 

Fault sparks fire 

A KITCHEN has been 
damaged by fire at a house 
in Oldbury on December 
29. 

Two fire crews Oldbury 
Fire Station were called to 
the blaze. It had broken 
out in a cupboard at a ter¬ 
raced house in Cookley 
Way, Lion Farm. No one 
was injured in the fire. 


s 


Inquest ruling on pensioner 
who died after holiday fall 


A FORMER bookmaker’s assistant died after 
he tripped and banged his head while on hol¬ 
iday in Spain, an inquest has heard. 


William Smith tripped on 
a paving stone while he was 
on holiday in Malaga with 
family. 

The 77-year old, from 
Smethwick, died at Carlos 
Haya Hospital on December 
16,10 days after his fall, the 
hearing at Smethwick Coro¬ 
ner’s Office was told. 

Speaking afterwards, his 
sister Stella Rourke and 
brother John Smith paid 
tribute to a “wonderful 
brother” and keen angler. 

“He will be sadly missed 
by lots of friends and fam¬ 
ily,” said Mrs Rourke. 

“He loved his angling, and 
he did it everywhere he 
could. He was a member of 
two local clubs.” 

The inquest was told that 
Mr Smith, who suffered 
from diabetes and walked 
with the use of a cane, had 
enjoyed two pints of beer in 
the afternoon with his sis¬ 
ter, his brother and his sis¬ 
ter-in-law, Mary Smith. 


B by Matthew Viney 

Mrs Smith said: “We were 
just going back to the apart¬ 
ment where we were stay¬ 
ing. Quite a few of the slabs 
where we were walking 
were broken. His foot 
tripped, and he went into a 
run to stop himself falling. 

“He ran quite a few steps 
before he actually went 
down. He was unconscious 
for about five minutes.” 

Accident 

Mrs Rourke said the fall 
happened outside a Red 
Cross ambulance station 
which was closed at the 
time. 

Mr Balmain, who ruled 
the death as an accident, 
said the hospital had attrib¬ 
uted the cause to head 
trauma and pneumonia. 

Mr Smith leaves behind 
two brothers and three sis¬ 
ters. His funeral will be at 
Sandwell Crematorium on 
January 10 at 2.30pm. 


Beauty battles Hefner 

WEST Bromwich beauty Crystal Harris and her ex-fiance 
Hugh Hefner appear set for a custody battle over a dog. 

The 25-year old, whose mother Lee Lovitt used to run Ye 
Olde Rose & Crown pub in Cape Street before leaving for 
America in 1991, is reportedly at loggerheads with the Play¬ 
boy founder over the pet they shared ownership of during 
their relationship. 

Crystal and Hefner had been due to marry in June but 
the ceremony was cancelled at a few days’ notice. 



Night of 
darts for 
a charity 

A PUB is stepping up to the 
oche to host a charity darts 
night to raise funding in aid 
of the Midland Air Ambu¬ 
lance. 

The event is due to be will 
held at the Knights Quest, 
on High Street, Blackheath, 
tomorrow in an attempt to 
swell the coffers of the air¬ 
borne lifesavers. 

Eager darts players from 
the British Legion in 
Smethwick have already 
committed the competition, 
which will be between indi¬ 
viduals rather than the 
usual teams. 

Pub owners Gerald Lloyd 
and wife Jayne are hoping 
to raise more than £1,000 
over the night with a series 
of events including takings 
from raffles and collection 
boxes dotted around the 
drinking hole. 

Father-of-two Mr Lloyd, 
who has run the Blackheath 
venue for the past eight 
years, has already organised 
a Christmas Eve raffle in aid 
of the same cause, which 
managed to raise a grand 
Jayne and Gerald Lloyd ready for the charity darts at the Knights Quest pub total of £145. 


23 extra 
takeaways 
in obesity 
blackspot 

MORE than 23 takeaways 
have been given permission 
to set up in Sandwell since 
April, new figures have 
revealed. This is on top of 
the 630 already in existence 
in the borough. 

Concerns have now been 
raised that the number of 
takeaways are not only 
fuelling the obesity crisis 
but also threatening the 
borough’s high streets. 

Four new takeaways were 
given approval at a planning 
meeting just last month. 
LibDem Councillor Sadie 
Smith said: “We do have an 
excessive number of take¬ 
aways and it just not good 
for our high streets. 

Unhealthy 

“There is also the obesity 
problem. Not all takeaways 
are unhealthy, and having it 
every now and then is not a 
problem, but when they fill 
the High Streets it is going 
to add to the problem.” 

Sandwell has one of the 
worst obesity problems in 
the region. More than 
£250,000 has been spent on 
referring 5,000 people for 
obesity treatment in three 
years alone. 

Almost a third of adults in 
Sandwell are classed as 
obese, the highest propor¬ 
tion in the Black Country. 
About 23 per cent of chil¬ 
dren - 800 - are danger¬ 
ously overweight. 

These figures come as the 
council undergoes a consul¬ 
tation process on new plan¬ 
ning policy on fast food 
outlets. 


Star extraTRAVEL London Theatre 



Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks 

Selected weekend departures 

FROM £124.95 (Saturday Night) 

FROM £129.95 (Dine and Dance) 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the 
matinee performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see 
the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full 
English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups are from Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks 

Departures most weekends 

FROM £129.95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is 
for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Depart Saturday morning/early afternoon 
from Birmingham New Street, Sandwell and Dudley, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give 
plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. Stay the Friday evening too for an additional cost. 

Self-drive breaks 

Departures most weekends 

FROM £89.95 (Friday Night) 

FROM £99.95 (Saturday Night) 

The self-drive break is for one evening staying either on the Friday night or Saturday night in a four-star hotel. You will see the evening 
performance: for Friday night you will have a top price ticket and for Saturday evening there is a choice of price bands. Stay extra nights 
for a reasonable supplement (subject to availability). 

* The "from’’ price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. Single room supplements apply. 


For a brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm - CLOSED Monday, December 26, Tuesday, December 27, Monday, January 2), 
email starextra@expressandstar.co.uk (please include your name and address) or go to www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Flats demolition 



Councillor David Hosell stands by the Waterside block 


THIS is the final block of flats that needs to be pulled down 
as part of a multi-million pound development in Great Barr. 

Six blocks, consisting of about 190 homes, have been 
pulled down so far over the past 10 years. And the remaining 
Waterside block which includes about 10 homes is due to 
be bulldozed by Sandwell Homes in 2013. It is all to make 
way for a new housing estate off West Road in Hamstead 
that will have more than 80 properties when it is completed. 

Four bungalows have already been built as part of the 
scheme and the residents have moved in. Newton ward rep¬ 
resentative Councillor David Hosell said: “It will be a relief 
when the final block comes down. It is what people want. 
Those homes have reached the end of their lives, they will 
never meet the decent homes standard.” 

Waterside tenants will be relocated ahead of the demoli¬ 
tion and the new estate will have cul-de-sacs and green 
spaces as a feature. 

The old estate was built in the 1960s for the miners who 
came from Durham to work at Hamstead Colliery which 
shut in 1965. 


Yobs return 
to streets as 
police fail to 
keep powers 

PROBLEMS with nuisance youths plaguing streets in 
Great Barr have returned after police powers to tackle 
anti-social behaviour expired. Yobs are causing trouble at 
Red House Park, near the entrance off Monksfield Avenue. 

It comes after a police dis- | by Alex Homer 

persal order, which allowed ®— — - 

officers to split up groups of sal orders included allowing 
two or more and send them officers to remove groups of 
home, elapsed at the end of two or more young people at 


November. 

Sgt Sarah Long said: “The 
team have received some 
information about anti¬ 
social behaviour at the bot¬ 
tom end of Red House Park. 

“In response, we con¬ 
ducted a site visit with Diane 
Wright, neighbourhood man¬ 
ager, and established that 
some bushes needed to be 
cut back by Sandwell Col¬ 
lege. This will hopefully stop 
the problem but officers will 
conduct patrols and deal 
strongly with anyone caus¬ 
ing a nuisance.” 

The dispersal order has 
applied to the entire Newton 
area, which takes in the 
park and surrounding 
streets and began in May. 

Residents and shopkeep¬ 
ers in the area had com¬ 
plained about gangs of 
youths causing a nuisance 
during the school holidays. 

The powers of the disper- 


any time of day or night. 

Additionally, anyone 
under the age of 16 found in 
the area by police without 
an adult or parent supervi¬ 
sion had to be taken home. 

In May, three yobs who 
plagued shopkeepers were 
given Asbos banning them 
from the Newton area. 

Warned 

The orders were handed 
to 18-year-olds Jordan Ly- 
cett, of Parkes Lane, Tipton, 
and Lewis Woolley, of Scott 
Road, Great Barr, and 16- 
year-old Myles France, of 
Shenstone Road, Edgbaston. 
The trio have been warned 
they will face arrest if they 
enter the area bordered by 
Newton Road, Old Walsall 
Road and railway tracks bet¬ 
ween Hamstead and the M5. 

The police has also been 
given the keys to the commu¬ 
nity pavilion at the park in a 
bid to deter troublemakers. 


Awarded 


RUSH KHAKI 



WORKING IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH WEST MIDLANDS POLICE 
TO HELP PREVENT CRIME 


We Buy All: 

Premiums Paid On: 



OPEN 

MON-SAT 10.00 • 5.00PM 


9ct.M. £11.87 per gram 
14ct... £18.46 per gram 
18ct... £23.74 per gram 


22ct... £29.02 per gram 
24ct... £31.65 per gram 
Full Sovereign £232.00 each 


Full Kruggerand.£990 each 


PLATINUM 


Fine Platinum £26.00/gram 
Thermo Coupling Wire wanted 
Platinum Crucibles taken 


ui * m =>* 


BEPznanMB GsooiMaiBuHim 


RING FOR DAILY PRICES 

Prices correct at the time of printing 
and are subject to change daily 

EHOsur 

WE BUY AND 
SELL EURO’S 


40p/gram 
40p/gram (minimum) for charm 
bracelets and Albert chains 
Any silver articles hallmarked are priced per piece 

All Rolex Watches Wanted 
All Omega Watches Wanted 
All Pocket Watches Wanted 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO.. 


Wednesbury 


Birmingham 


Birmingham 

0121 556 6868 


0121 236 8519 


0121 554 8917 

17 Market Place, 


6 Warstone Mews, 


36 Vyse Street 

WSIO 7AY 


Jewellery Quarter, 


Jewellery Quarter, 

(Wednesbury J9, M6) 


Birmingham B18 6JB 

1 

Birmingham B18 6JY 


WWW. 



BUYERS OF 


Gold, Silver, Platinum, Palladium, Pre 47 Silver coins, 
Euro Notes, Euro Coins 
(1 Carat +) Diamonds Diamond Jewellery & 
melting service 


nglesmidlands.co.uk 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTE 
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LIQUOR 

STORE 


Specialist 
Off Licence 


Pubs, Clubs, Restaurants 
& Party Orders 
Welcome 



334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB I 330 POUND ROAD 

« 0121-552 3270 0LDBURYWEST MIDLANDS B68 8NQ 

i^|PU National Lottery available at this store \ S 0121-544 2719 


All major credit cards accepted 


STONE CROSS 
MEDICAL CENTRE 


Established over 40 years 
in Stone Cross 
We offer Healthcare Services 


for the Whole Family 



If you are interested in becoming one of our 
patients, please telephone our friendly 
Reception Team now or call into the Surgery 


Antenatal 
Post-natal Clinic 
Baby Clinic 

Well Woman/Man Clinic 
Asthma Clinic/COPD 
Diabetic Clinic 
Young Person 
Sexual Health Clinic 
Travel Immunisation 
Counselling 
Dietician Clinic 
Flu Vaccinations 
OPEN TO ALL 
Citizen Advice Bureau 
Chiropody Clinic 
Open Monday to Friday 
291 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B71 3LN 

0121 588 2286 


Suppliers of Construction Materials; Bricks, Blocks, Slabs, 
Sand, Cement, Gravel, limber, Plaster, Roofing Materials, 
Electrical, Gardening, Landscape Goods, Decorating, Central 
Heating and Plumbing Materials, Gates and Grills Fabricated 
Installation Service Available by Corgi Registered Engineers 

ikeTTu efA/ls eni i cefflualla tile fSt “ 


T: 0121 552 8004 M: 07957 491 938 

2 Parsonage Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4PH 

Email:bbpm@hotmail.co.uk 



ARCHER X 
ELECTRICAL J 

“ “ x 


BROMLEY CARPETS 


• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 


• Massive range of samples straight to your door 

• Choose At Home Service 


• Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 


it rip you 

extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 


• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 


SERVICES 


• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


All electrical 
repairs undertaken, 
ic showers 
-A- Security lights 
-A- Extra sockets and lights 


Telephone: 0121-556 7024 
Mobile: 07956 954763 


X 

X 

X 

X 


SILL. iV7S\~JOFS 
CFBED/T 
CJ^TBDS 
CD EE TED 


Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 
H.*~l 07956 308581 


WE BUY HOUSES 4 CASH 


SPECIALISTS IN CLUTCHES, 

GEAR BOXES, EXHAUSTS, BRAKES & SERVICES 

★ 2 minute walk to Black Lake Metro - linked to a 

West Bromwich & Wednesday town centres, X 

★ which are 5 minutes away * 

. Open: Mon-Fri 8.30 am-5.00 pm . 'W r 
^ Sat8.30am-1.00pm ^ 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


r 

i: 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


V MINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Repossessions Stopped 
No Solicitor or Agent Fees 
Probate/Deceased Estates Welcome 
| • Mortgages/Loans Paid Off 
| • Any Condition/Area 
■ Quick Sale 


CALL NOW & SAY GOODBYE 
TO DEBT PROBLEMS 
0121505 2026 
07939 132840 

Touchstone - Midlands Property Buyers 


TELEPHONE 

SOCKETS 


Broadband Specialists 
Experienced, local, friendly and reliable 
24-7 

Telephone: Steve 

07970 002 967 




WASB 


AUTOPARTS & SERVICING 

Breakers of all German models, MOTs, 
repairs, tyres and recovery 

All work undertaken 

TEL: 01384 566255 

UNIT 3A, SILVER THORNE LANE, CRADLEY HEATH, 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 5AP 


cm 


HEATING & PLUMBING WHOLESALERS 


Open to the trade 
and public 


* BOILERS 
* RADIATORS 

* COPPER PIPE AND FITTINGS 
r SPEEDFIT PIPE AND FITTINGS 
* BATH SUITES 

0121 553 7418 

1A OVEREND STREET 
WEST BROMWICH 
B70 6EY 


%> 


OLDBURY METAL 
RECYCLING LTD 

Best Prices paid for Non-Ferrous Metals! 

SCRAP METAL WANTED 

Parsonage Street, Oldbury B69 4PH 
0121 552 7348 - Open 7 days a week 

Monday to Friday 7 am - 5 pm 
Saturday/Sunday 7 am -12 pm 


■Cash 4 Clothes^ 


7 GET INSTANT CASH 
FOR ALL YOUR OLD 


CLOTHES AND RAGS 


We Buy:- * Clothing * Soft Toys 
* Shoes and handbags 
Telephone 01384 232238 



WEST BROMWICH 


[You know where 
its all at^. 

L40 sho^i, 
[Market Half 
Central Cat' 
under one 

.a 

iiace 



2012 ! < - . 

W 


MajorStockistsofall KitchenAppliances, 
including Washing Machines, Fridges, 
Freezers, Vacuums, Microwaves, 
Televisions, Dishwashers, Fires etc 


*»•*« 


•ass?*:,. 


2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbuiy WS10 7HF \&] £2 

Telephone 0121 505 61 08 

www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 


COPES POTATOES MIDLANDS LTD 

Suppliers to Chip Shops and Wholesalers 
Specialists in fresh fruit and veg 

Empire House, 

11 New Street, Smethwick, Warley, B66 2AJ 
Open 7 days: Mon-Sat 8am - 7pm • Sun 9am - 5pm 

Tel/Fax: 0121 SS8 508? 
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ELECTRICAL WHOLESALERS 


open to the trade 
and public 

• CCTV EQUIPMENT 
•LAMPS AND TUBES 
•CABLES AND ACCESSORIES 
•DOMESTIC LIGHTING 
•HOUSE AND FIRE ALARMS 

0121 525 6065 

25-27 Bull Street Ringway 
West Bromwich, B70 6EU 


www. Baby E i nstei nsN u rsery.com 


LOW COST 

Red Diesel 

Fast Fuels 
Limited 

Engine Street, 
Oldbury B69 4NL 

0121 552 6404 

Low Cost Red Diesel 

Red Diesel 

Sold From The Pump 

0121 552 6404 


SPECIALIST IN SAFETY FLOORING 

TELFORD 

FLOORING 

• VINYL • WOOD • TILING • CARPETS 

Telephone: 

01952 244341 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM NOW 

Units 21 & 22, Trench Lock 3, Telford TF1 6ST 


y CUT OUT THE 
HA MIDDLEMAN 
■VmA ND BUY D IRECT!! 

14 


FACTORY DIRECT 



Open IVIon-Fri 
8 am-4 pm 
.Saturday 8am-2 pm 


Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2 DZ 

0121 558 8265 

www.fireplacefactorydirect.co.uk 


smartcare repair limited 

• 10% Discount (Quote Chronicle) 

I • Wheel Refurbishment 

• Mobile Wheel Repairs 
I • Complete Powder Coating 

• Pointless Dent Removal 
I • Accident Damage 
I • Bumper Scuffs & Scratches 
I • Free Courtesy Cars 

I 3 Factory Road | Tipton | West Midlands | DY4 9AU 

e: info@smartcarerepair.co.uk | www.smartcarerepair.co.uk | 


Call us now on 0121 520 7000 



T K Products 

Residential & 
Flatroof Specialists 
Call now for no 
obligation quotation 
07588 428221 
0121 520 7710 



• Up to 70% off Child Care 
• Free Funded Places for 2-4 year Olds 

• Special Opening Offers 

tydm. 

0121 520 8288 

Robins Nest, Great Bridge Street West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 ODE 
(near the Great Bridge ASDA) 


LANGLEY 3M 

CARD SHOP VtJ 

Cards for all occasions 
Badges, Banners, Invitations, 

Party goods, Christmas Cards, ' 
Jewellery, Sweets 
10 Broad Street, Oldbury B69 4SH 

07815 01 2905 / 


0781 5 01 2905 


8>tar Jtm 

The Highest Pub in Wales 

Breathtaking countryside, superb food, real ales,TV lounge, 
shower/bath, central heating,fishing,golf, countryside walks, bird 
watching, quad bike, clay pigeon shooting, nearby pony trekking 

ORGANISED WALKS AVAILABLE 
Special Breaks from £20 pp pn B&B 

01650 521345 


D G N 


• Male and Female Instructors 

• Automatic and Manual Tuition 


07855 350106 

www.dgndriving.co.uk 


CHOLMONDELEY CASTLE 
GARDENS CHESHIRE 

Gardens open April to September 

tel-01829 720383 

www. cholmondeleycastle. com 

Cholmondeley Castle, 
Malpass,Cheshire,SY14 8AH 


Prashar’s DIY 

H artf * • r t 8 Gat 


• PLUMBING 

• KEY CUTTING 

• GARDENING 

• ELECTRICAL 

• PAINT/VARNISH 

• ROWER TOOLS 

• TIMBER 

• HEATERS 


50-54 Nineveh Road, Handsworth, Birmingham B21 OTE 

0121 554 4750 



5 . We bb & Son Ltd . 

An Independent Family Firm Since 1894 


• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
• Floral Tributes Available • Horse Drawn Carriage Specialists 

The Directors of Sidney Webb would like it to be known that 
they have no connection with George Webbs of West Bromwich 


17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
St James House, Hill Top West Bromwich B70 OPU 
• Church Street DarlastonWSlO 8DU 


0121 556 0056 


Covers All Areas 



Lp 1 Accountancy and Tax 

■ m. Services specifically 

PK Business Services forsma M bu sinesses 


• Sub Contractors 

• All Tax Returns Filed 
Securely Online 

• Personal Friendly Service 

• Free Initial Consultation 

TELEPHONE: 0121 288 9495 

Email: pkbsaccounts@googlemail.com 
PO Box 4908, Wednesbury WS10 1AT 


> Tax Planning and Advice 
including Will Writing Service 
• Acounts, Audit and Tax 
»Business Start-ups 
»Book-Keeping, PAYE 
and VAT 


[ TRADITIONAL PUB • 0121 505 


THE TURK! 



If you love football then you will love us! 

Sky 3D, Sky Sports HD & ESPN I 


Facilities Available 
• Pool Table • Juke Box 
• Live Sports Events Viewed 


0 Qood Vibrations 


Acrylic nails A Vibration plate classes 
Mfr Manicures and pedicures A Threading 
Waxing A Facials A Spray tanning 
A Bio detox foot spa A Garra Rufa fish pedicures 
A Collagen light treatment A Sunbed 
Unit 13, Tollgate Shopping Precinct, Smethwick, West Midlands B67 7RA 

0121 565 0809 

goodvibesbeauty@gmail.com 
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thechronide 


NEWS 

in brief 


Fees for burials 
to stay the same 

A DECISION to freeze bur¬ 
ial fees in Sandwell for the 
next year are set to be rub¬ 
ber stamped by Sandwell’s 
full council on Tuesday. 

The charges have alrea¬ 
dy been approved by the 
borough’s efficiency boss, 
Councillor Mahboob Hus¬ 
sain. But cremations and 
costs associated with buri¬ 
als, such as memorial vas¬ 
es and plaques, will go up. 

The proposed increases 
in fees are “appropriate to 
meet the increased operat¬ 
ing costs and service 
improvements and are not 
being introduced to dis¬ 
courage the use of any 
particular service”. 

In Sandwell an adult 
burial costs around £666, 
which will stay at the 
same rate, but the cost of 
an adult cremation will 
rise from £527 to £557. 

Barrier installed 
to stop parking 

WORK has started to 
erect a barrier to stop peo¬ 
ple parking on the grass at 
a Wednesbury beauty 
spot, at a cost of £30,000. 

The steel wire is being 
put around Hydes Road 
Pool to stop drivers going 
on the grass. Sandwell 
Council is to install the 
metal wire around a 
1,500ft by 60ft site. 

Slasher song bid 

TIPTON Library is on the 
lookout for songwriters, 
musicians, choirs and 
bands to help find original 
songs based on the life of 
boxer William Perry - the 
Tipton Slasher. 

The Sing a Song for the 
Slasher competition closes 
on March 9 and a £50 first 
prize is up for grabs. 


Petition launched in bid to 
save housing warden's job 


A PETITION has been launched to stop a warden at a sheltered hous¬ 
ing scheme in West Bromwich being axed. A total of 30 campaigners 
are fighting plans to axe a scheme manager who serves the 42 resi¬ 
dents of Waltham House and Silvester Court. 


Karl continues 
marathon effort 

TIPTON runner Karl Hinett is set to fly out 
to the Far East in the next stage of his chal¬ 
lenge to run 100 marathons by the end of 
this year. 

The former soldier, who has been ann¬ 
ounced as an Olympic torchbearer, had ini¬ 
tially set himself the goal of running 52 
marathons, or one a week, during 2011. 

But he is now almost doubling his efforts 
and has already clocked up his first 
marathon of 2012. 

Mr Hinett, who suffered severe burns 
while serving in Iraq in 2005, completed his 
second marathon in two days in Liverpool on 
Sunday as he aims to clock up 100 completed 
races by then end of this year in aid of the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham. 

And the 24-y ear-old of Hall Lane, flies out 
to Hong Kong in three weeks time to tackle 
another 26.2-mile slog in aid of the hospital 
which treated him following his injuries. 

Mr Hinett is aiming to finish 48 races this 
year, to add to last year’s total, as a way of 
thanking staff who have helped treat him. 

Mr Hinett said he was proud of reaching 
his latest milestone but he has had no time 
to celebrate due to his busy schedule. 

“It feels significant because there are only 
a handful of people in the country who have 
done 52 marathons this year,” he said. 

“I won’t be doing any celebrating this 
week but I will have next week off because 
it is my birthday. But then I will go out to 
Hong Kong.” 


The homes are run by Sanctuary Group 
and residents fear the scheme manager will 
either have their hours reduced or cut com¬ 
pletely. 

The company has stated that it is consid¬ 
ering its options because of an imminent 
funding cut which will come into force on 
April 1. 

But opponents claim that having a man¬ 
ager on site throughout the day, Monday to 
Friday, provides reassurance and peace of 
mind as well as vital assistance to vulnera¬ 
ble residents. 

Waltham House resident Gaynor 
Edwards, aged 65, has gathered 30 signa¬ 
tures from residents in a petition opposing 
any cuts. 

The former senior health care officer 
intends to send the document and a sup¬ 
porting letter to Sandwell Council as well as 
Sanctuary in the next few days. 

Vulnerable 

In a copy handed to the Chronicle’s sister 
paper, the Express & Star she wrote: “We 
residents are senior citizens, some of whom 
are very frail and vulnerable, and some who 
are in the early stages of dementia and need 
more input by the scheme manager who is 
on the premises during office hours. 

“We have signed our tenancy agreements 
on the understanding that we have a 
scheme manager on the premises. ” 

Christa Ripley, regional manager for 
Sanctuary Housing said: “We have been 
advised that, with effect from 1 April 2012, 
Supporting People funding for Silvester 
Court and Waltham House is to be with¬ 
drawn by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 
Council. 

“Rest assured, nothing will be decided 
until we have talked to residents and staff 
and considered all the options.” 


Exhibition is picture perfect 



Geoff Henderson promotes The Art of Architecture 


PHOTOGRAPHERS from 
across the Black Country 
and Staffordshire are being 
asked to submit their pic¬ 
tures of a West Bromwich 
art gallery as part of a new 
architecture exhibition 
opening in January. 

Staff at The Public are 
aiming to create an online 
gallery containing pictures 
of the £72 million building, 
in New Street, to coincide 
with its Art of Architecture 
exhibition. 

The exhibition, which 
launches on January 27, will 
see the return of the contro¬ 
versial gallery’s principle 
architect, Will Alsop, to 
deliver a talk about his cre¬ 
ation. 

The best pictures con¬ 
tributed to the online gallery 
will also go on display inside 
the building itself. 

Images can either be 
internal or external photos 
of The Public, shot in the 
day or at night. 

Images can be uploaded 
online at 

www.thepublic.com or 
they can be emailed to pho¬ 
tography @thepublic. com 
along with the photogra¬ 
pher’s name and a brief 
description of what the pic¬ 
ture displays. 


Changes 
to service 
of shock 
therapy 

SHOCK treatment for peo¬ 
ple with potentially life- 
threatening conditions is set 
to merged to one site for 
West Bromwich and Wolver¬ 
hampton patients under a 
cost-saving bid. 

Electroconvulsive therapy 
is used to treat patients with 
potentially life-threatening 
problems had been available 
at Edward Street Hospital, 
West Bromwich, and Penn 
Street Hospital, Wolver¬ 
hampton. It has now been 
revealed health chiefs want 
to consolidate the service in 
West Bromwich in a bid to 
drive down the cost of treat¬ 
ments below £1,100 a time. 

John Campell, for the 
foundation trust, wrote: 
“Both services have seen a 
drop in demand for treat¬ 
ment over the last three 
years by around 50 per cent 
to projected activity. 

“The cost for each service 
is high as a result of the drop 
in activity (Wolverhampton 
£2,100 and Sandwell £1,100 
per treatment).” 

Around 23 people use the 
service. Changes are set to 
take place from April 1. 


School scheme 

SANDWELL planners have 
given a school the go-ahead 
to build two new classrooms. 

Joseph Turner Primary 
School in Powis Avenue, 
Tipton has been granted 
permission to build a single 
storey extension and carry 
out minor refurbishments 
and landscaping. 
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been easier 
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in help save you 
f shopping hills. 




| • Repossessions Stopped 
■ • No Solicitor or Agent Fees 
I • Probate/Deceased Estates Welcome 
|* Mortgages/Loans Paid Off 
| • Any Condition/Area 
■• Quick Sale 


CALL NOW & SAY GOODBYE 
TO DEBT PROBLEMS 
0121505 2026 
07939 132840 

Touchstone - Midlands Property Buyers 




Visit us for all 
the best deals 
on beers, wines 
and spirits 

Plus much 
more .... 

75/76 Bridge Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 5898 
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Smethwick 

Swimming 

Centree) 


s$£ 

CREATING AN ACTIVE SAL DWELL 

/ 5 


Thimblemill Road, Smethwick B63 




FREE BODYPUMP 
MASTERCLASS 


Learn the moves and master the techniques 

Saturday 7th January 

10.15am - 11.45am 

BODYPUMP™ is the original barbell 
class that strengthens your entire body. 


Simply hand this advert into reception to redeem 
your FREE BODYPUMP™ Session. 


Subject to availability, one session per voucher advert only. 
SLT reserve the right to refuse or remove this offer at 
anytime. Torn, defaced or copies will not be accepted. 


www.slt-leisure.co.uk 



BIBDi 


Award winning services supporting Sandwell's scorecard 


^O/ 


Slimming 

World 

because,... 


friendly group near you today ••• 





WEDNESDAY 


GREAT BRIDGE 

GREAT BRIDGE HUB, 

Sheepwash Lane, @ 7:00 PM 
Contact Kate 07779 000557 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESBURY 

WOODS METHODIST CHURCH 
Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 
6.00pm 

Contact Faye 07990 526920 

WEST BROMWICH 

HILL TOP METHODIST CHURCH, 
New Street @ 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 

OLDBURY 

SAINSBURY'S, FREETH STREET, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 
Contact Ann 0121422 3296 

OLDBURY 

WARLEY BAPTIST CHURCH, 

Castle Road East, § 6.00pm 
Contact Jane 0121 686 0706 

TIPTON 

ST PAULS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Brick Kiln Street, 6.30pm 
Contact Irene 07714339788 


NEW GROUP 
OPENING 4TH JANUARY 
WEDNESBURY 

WOODS METHODIST CHURCH 
Coronation Road, Woods Estate, 

@ 9.30AM 

Contact Faye 07990 526920 


WEDNESBURY 

ST BARTS CHURCH HALL, 

Bttm Church Hill, @ 6.00pm & 7.30pm 
Contact Jenny 0121 5565909 

WEDNESBURY 

ST LUKE'S CHURCH, ELWELi STREET, 
Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 

BLACKHEATH 

BLACKHEATH CENTRAL METH 
CHURCH, 

HIGH STREET, @ 10.00am and 6.00pm 
Contact Ann 0121 4223296 

TIVIDALE 

ORMISTON SANDWELL COMMUNITY 
ACADEMY 

Lower City Road, B69 2HE, 7.00pm 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 


QUINTON 

FOUR DWELUNGS HIGH SCHOOL 
Dwellings Lane @ 6.30pm 
Contact Elaine 0121 5506414 

THURSDAY 

SMETHWICK 

ST MARKS CHURCH, 

Thimblemill Road, @ 5.30pm and 
7.00pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

BRANDHALL 

KINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH OAK 
TREE CENTRE 

Tame Road, B68 0JP @ 7.00pm 
Contact Dawn 07859010175 

SATURDAY 

CRADLEY 



Mogul Lane @ 9am and 10.30am 
Contact Amanda 07862 274058 
Or just come along 


0844 897 8000 

www.slimmingworld.com 


»SW 

on jn 


*when you buy a 12-week 
Countdown 1-28 January 2012 


Slimmin 



because you’re amazing 
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Ideal For All 

Independent Living 

Centre 


Growing Healthier in Sandwell 

www.sandwellfoodnetwork.org and www.idealforall.co.uk 

Want to improve your health? 

Feel better? 

Meet more people? 

Get out of the house? 

Then why not consider one of the many activities 
offered by Ideal for All’s Growing Opportunities 
programme? Medical research has proven that 
regular gardening helps improve mental and physical 
health and our interesting and varied activities are 
tailored to meet every need whatever the weather. 

Our horticultural therapists can help you to find the 
activities that are right for you with individually set 
goals aimed at improving your health and wellbeing. 

Based at our fully accessible award winning 
Salop Drive Community market garden in Oldbury 
and our beautiful therapeutic Malthouse garden 
in Smethwick. 




Both gardens offer FREE year round indoor and outdoor activities. 


• Therapeutic Gardening • Health Walks • Cooking • Gossip and Grow • Workshops 

• Volunteering Opportunities • Crafts 

To join us; you can refer yourself, or ask your GP, physiotherapist, occupational therapist or care worker 
to contact us to discuss which of our programmes would help you. 

Here’s what some of our gardeners have said: 

7 feel much better in myself now’ Gardener Malthouse 
‘Coming to the garden keeps me fit and gets me out of the house’ 

Gardener Salop Drive 

Can’t come to us? 

Then we have horticultural therapists who can work with you in your own home 
through the specialised Gardening From Home programme - ask your GP, 
physiotherapist or occupational therapist to refer you. 

‘Gardening From Home has given me the confidence to go outside again’ 

Garden From Home 

We also offer therapeutic gardening workshops for a small charge to 
community groups, schools and care homes - contact us for availability. 

Ideal for All is a charity run by disabled people for disabled people. We provide 
a range of social and health care services for disabled and disadvantaged 
people to help them to live as independently as possible. To make a referral or 
to find out more about all of our activities please contact Growing 
Opportunities at Ideal for All 

100 Oldbury Road, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 1JE 
Tel: 0121 558 5555 Fax: 0121 565 7973 Minicom: 0121 565 7967 
Email: info@idealforall.org Web: www.idealforall.co.uk Text: 07535 209711 
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ideal 

Quality Services 


•(Sri 


Independent 

Destinations 

| y ■ 

sv iMk' ' 

r * •- re f ^ 



Everybody Accessible 



Luxury 


IQS Travel is a social enterprise run by Ideal For All (IFA). IFA is a 
charity based in Sandwell run by disabled people for disabled and 
disadvantaged people. All profits are invested back into the charity. 
Are you planning that special holiday. Maybe you are planning your 
honeymoon or that trip of a lifetime, a week in the sun with family 
and friends or a romantic weekend break. We are here to help you 
take care of every detail. 

We are also specialists in booking holidays for people with special 
accessibility requirements. We understand that some of us may 
find it hard to book holidays due to disability, limited mobility or 
illness. 


We can book: 


Flights and hotels 
Holiday packages 
Late offers 

Tailor made itineraries 
Holidays to suit all budgets 
and needs 


Cruises and ski holidays 
A wide range of accessible holidays 
Tickets and attractions 
Short breaks and day trips 
Experienced and knowledgeable 
advisors 


Come and speak to our friendly and experienced team who will 
help you find your perfect holiday experience 


Email us - iqstravel@idealforall.com 

Text us -07535 209 711 

Minicom- 0121565 7967 

Come and see us - Independent Living Centre 

100 Oldbury Road / Smethwick B661JE 


Cl 





0121 565 7926 

vyAvw.iqstravel.com 


Award winning 

Travel Service 

All profit is invested into our 
charity to help disabled and disadvantaged people 


^NSodol 

•^/Enterprise 


*a AtcmjMrr 


®ABTA 

The k<«ti AiMtiitXM 

L8817 


voriocnoice 
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the pulse 


■ 


Tuning up for vintage 
year on music scene 



Snow Patrol will be playing in Birmingham during their tour in February 


Why royal 
ballet still 
reigns as 
top choice 

THE jewel in the West Midlands’ 
arts crown is Birmingham Royal 
Ballet. And, following an impressive 
2011 programme, it has already 
lined up a series of productions for 
2012. 

The company will hit the road 
with shows at the Sunderland 
Empire, London Coliseum and 
assorted venues in the North East - 
as well as two dates at the National 
Theatre, Munich. 

Happily, however, it will spend a 
large chunk of its time at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome, with a six-show 
production of Hobson’s Choice to 
run from February 22-25, including 
matinees. 

Talented 

BRB spokesman Simon Harper 
said: “Hobsons’s Choice is a classic 
of our time, in which audiences will 
meet Henry Hobson, boot-maker. If 
he could focus enough to peer 
through the alcoholic haze, he 
would see that he had three beauti¬ 
ful daughters, a talented assistant 
and a successful business.” 

BRB’s Spring Passions will run 
from February 29 to March 3 and 
will feature Daphnis and Chloe, as 
well as Two Pigeons. Mr Harper 
said: “Daphnis and Chloe is a fan¬ 
tastical tale set on an island para¬ 
dise in ancient Greece. The Two 
Pigeons is Frederick Ashton’s 
poignant Parisian idyll which tells 
of a young man, growing up.” 

BRB is back with Far From The 
Madding Crowd (June 20-23), 
Summer Celebration is June 27- 
30 - a sizzling taste of Shakespeare, 
Noel Coward and Olympic dreams. 


CRYSTAL balls aren’t required 
for those predicting a vintage 
year on the local music scene in 
2012. 

The region’s live music venues are 
in fine shape, with Birmingham’s 
revamped 02 complex and the city’s 
soon-to-be improved NIA arena both 
attracting huge acts. 

The LG Arena also retains its 
status as a ‘must-visit’ destination for 
stadium rock bands, while other 
regional venues, such as the Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Halls, hold enduring 
appeal. 

At grassroots level, there has been 
a decline in the number of pubs and 
clubs - the loss 12 months ago of 
Dudley’s near-legendary JBs club is 
still felt - but that does not mean 
great live music can’t be found for 
those with sufficient commitment. 

Favourite 

The Robin 2 in Bilston, continues 
to attract the best in vintage rock, 
blues and soul; The Haygate, in 
Wellington, is a perennial favourite 
for local artists while the Slade 
Rooms, in Wolverhampton, offers the 
best of all worlds. 

It’s a popular destination among 
up-and-coming alternative bands - 
the sort that NME loves to write 
about - while it’s also on the list of 
cult bands on the comeback trail. 
While it will be some months before 
bands start announcing their plans 
for the phenomenally busy autumn 
period, a number of groups has been 
quick out of the traps in booking gigs 
for the early part of 2012. 

The LG Arena will resonate to the 


sounds of Snow Patrol on February 4, 
as the Northern Irish combo promote 
their newest album Fallen Empires. 

The cd is vintage ‘Patrol, featuring 
a number of trademark anthems that 
have already become fan favourites, 
and it’s likely to be one of the best gigs 
of spring. Oily Murs, Jason Derulo, 
Rammstein, The Wanted, JLS, Steps, 
II Divo, Barry Manilow, Westlife, 
Elton John, Blink 182, Roxette, 
Andrea Bocelli and Andre Rieu have 
already made bookings for the 
coming 12 months. 

Success 

However, another standout gig will 
feature Florence + The Machine, 
who return on March 13, following 
the huge success of their second 
album, Ceremonials which sold more 
than one million units in the two 
weeks following its release, as the 
album reached the top of the UK 
charts and the Billboard Top 10 
within its first week. 

The NIA has a host of big name 
acts, with plenty of rock and pop in 
store. One Direction, Australian Pink 
Floyd, The Four Tops and Tempta¬ 
tions, Joe Bonamassa, Chris Rea, Brit 
Floyd, Peter Andre and Chris de 
Burgh are among those who line-up. 

But many eyes will be on the return 
of Noel Gallagher, whose High Flying 
Birds will play on March 1. The NIA 
pulled off a coup in attracting Noel to 
the venue. 

His band’s debut album featured 
former Oasis session pianist Mike 
Rowe, The Lemon Trees’ drummer 
Jeremy Stacey, The Zutons’ bassist 
Russell Pritchard and guitarist Tim 
Smith. 


Wolverhampton’s Civic Halls have 
numerous bookings for the first part 
of the year, with Ed Sheeran headlin¬ 
ing two sold-out gigs in January. 
Other acts booked to play include 
Henry Rollins, Thin Lizzy, 
Puressence, The Presidents of the 
United States of America, Stour¬ 
bridge’s Pop Will Eat Itself, The Mac¬ 
cabees, Enter Shikari, Noah and the 
Whale, UFO, The Osmonds, Bombay 
Bicycle Club and Professor Green. 

The gigs will come thick and fast at 


the 02 Academy, in Birmingham, with 
The Black Dahlia Murder, Christina 
Perri, Panic! At The Disco, Kaiser 
Chiefs, James Morrison, The Great 
Western, New Found Glory, Sum 41, 
Big Country, Two Door Cinema Club 
among those lined-up. 

With V Festival, the Big Chill, 
Osfest, Shrewsbury Folk Festival and 
numerous other events planned for 
the heady months of summer, 2012 is 
already shaping up to be a vintage 
year. ANDY RICHARDSON 


Carl Jones looks at 
some of the big film 
releases next year 

1. THE HOBBIT: AN 
UNEXPECTED JOURNEY 

Bilbo Baggins, a harmless little Hobbit, 
journeys to the Lonely Mountain accom¬ 
panied by a group of dwarves to reclaim 
a treasure taken from them by the 
dragon Smaug. Martin Freeman has 
been cast as Bilbo, while Lord of the 
Rings stars Ian McKellen, Andy Serkis, 
Orlando Bloom, Elijah Wood and 
Christopher Lee reprise their roles. 

2. STAR TREK 2 

Lost director JJ Abrams rebooted the 
series brilliantly in 2009, introducing us 
to young, impetuous versions of Captain 
Kirk, Spock and the Enterprise gang. 
The same actors, including Chris Pine, 
Zachary Quinto and Zoe Saldana, are 
due to return. 

3. THE DARK KNIGHT RISES 

Christopher Nolan directs his third 
Batman film, and Christian Bale returns 
as the tortured billionaire Bruce Wayne. 
Anne Hathaway follows in the footsteps 
of Michelle Pfeiffer and Halle Barry to 
play Catwoman, Liam Neeson is back as 
Ra’s A1 Ghul, and Michael Caine reprises 
his role as loyal butler, Alfred. 

4. SKYFALL 

Sam Mendes is in the director's chair for 
Daniel Craig's third outing as 007. This 
time, something from M's past comes 
back to haunt her and puts MI6 at risk, 
and it's up to 007 to save the day. Javier 
Bardem is the baddie, Ben Whishaw 
plays Q, and there are also roles for 
Ralph Fiennes and Albert Finney. 

5. WAR HORSE 

Steven Spielberg directs a tearjerking 
drama - and hot tip for big awards 
success - following a young man named 
Albert and his horse, Joey, whose bond is 
broken when Joey is sold to the cavalry 
and sent to the trenches of World War 
One. 
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Saturday TV 

Make giving up snoring your 

New Year’s resolution! ' 2 ph^cy, 

www.goodnightsnoring.com or online 

BBC1 BBC2 ITV1 < 

Channel 4 Channel 5 Digital 


Good 

flight 


Anti-Snoring 

Ring 


d > t 
it A 


Put an 
end to 
snoring! 


m 

n 


\'4£\ 


Available at: 

Boots, your 
local pharmacy, 
or online 

Make giving up 
snoring your 
New Year’s 
resolution! 

www.goodnightsnoring.com 


Kitchen Live. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s 
Simple Suppers. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

12.15 Football Focus. 1.00 Live 

Great Edinburgh Cross Country 
2012. Coverage of the annual 
event at Holyrood Park. 2.30 Live 
Darts: BDO World 

Championships. The opening day 
at the Lakeside Country Club in 
Frimley Green. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.15 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 5.35 Winter Wipeout. 

6.35 The Magicians. New 

series. Darren McMullen 
presents the magic 
contest in a new live 
format, which sees 
internationally 
renowned acts team up 
with celebrities to prove 
who is the best. 

7.50 The National Lottery: 
Who Dares Wins. New 
series. Game show in 
which two pairs of 
strangers team up, 
each battling to outdo 
the other by listing as 
much as they know 
about a given subject. 
Presented by Nick 
Knowles. 

8.40 Casualty. The 

refurbished ED opens 
for the first time since 
the fire, and the staff 
are stretched to their 
limits by a traffic 
accident and a 
poisonous gas leak. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather; 
National Lottery Update. 

10.20 FILM: Die Hard with a 
Vengeance. (1995) 
Action thriller sequel, 
starring Bruce Willis. 

12.20 Film: AWOL: Absent 
Without Leave. (1990) Action 
adventure, starring Jean-Claude 
Van Damme. 2.00 Weatherview. 
2.05 BBC News. 


12.00 Film: Nobody Runs 
Forever. (1968) 1.40 Film: Duel in 
the Sun. (1946) Western, starring 
Gregory Peck. 3.45 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.30 Live Darts: 
BDO World Championships. 
Further coverage of the opening 
day at the Lakeside Country Club. 
5.35 Film: Jason and the 
Argonauts. (1963) Fantasy, 
starring Todd Armstrong. 
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715 Flog It! Making money 
at an Oxford auction. (R) 

7.45 John Howard Davies: A 
Life in Comedy. Tribute 
to the TV producer and 
director. 

8.00 The Good Life. The 

Goods earn extra 
money. (R) 

8.30 Steptoe and Son. 

Guest starring Leonard 
Rossiter. (R) 

9.00 Fawlty Towers. Basil 
decides to enhance the 
hotel’s reputation with 
an exclusive night of 
gourmet cuisine. 
Unfortunately, his new 
chef takes too much of 
a shine to Manuel. (R) 

9.30 Comedy Connections. 
The story of Monty 
Python. (R) 

10.00 Big Hits:TOTP 1964 to 
1975. With the Rolling 
Stones, Peter Sarstedt, 
Stevie Wonder and 
Julie Driscoll. (R) 

11.30 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 

12.20 Darts Extra. 2.20 Film: 
Devils of Darkness. (1965) Horror, 
with William Sylvester. 3.45 Close. 


9.25 ITV News; Weather. 9.30 
Film: The Perfect Man. (2005) 
Romantic comedy, with Hilary 
Duff and Heather Locklear. 11.25 
This Morning: Saturday. 12.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 1.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.45 Film: 
Catwoman. (2004) Superhero 
adventure, starring Halle Berry. 
3.40 Film: Jurassic Park. (1993) 
Action adventure, starring Sam 
Neill. 

6.00 Regional Programmes. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been 
Framed! Featuring a 
dog with a light sabre. 

700 Harry Hill’s TV Burp. 
More of the show’s 
funniest moments. 

730 Take Me Out. New 
series. Dating game, 
hosted by Paddy 
McGuinness. 

8.30 The Talent Show Story. 

New series. Exploring 
the history of televised 
talent contests. 
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9.30 The Jonathan Ross 
Show. New series. With 
comedian John Bishop, 
physicist Brian Cox and 
singer Lana Del Rey. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Celebrity Juice. With 

guests Ant and Dec and 
Professor Green. 

11.30 FA Cup Football 
Highlights. 

1.00 The Zone; ITV News 
Headlines. 3.00 In Plain Sight. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.30 ITV 
Morning News. 


The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The Hoobs. 
(R) 7.00 The Grid. (R) 725 GT 
Academy. 755 The Morning Line. 
8.55 T4: Hollyoaks Best Bits 2011. 
10.00 T4: The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.25 T4: The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 T4: The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.30 T4: New Girl. 
(R) 12.10 Film:T4: California Man. 
(1992) Teen comedy, starring 
Brendan Fraser. 1.55 Channel 4 
Racing. 4.00 Come Dine with Me 
Extra Portions. (R) 4.30 Come 
Dine with Me Extra Portions. (R) 
5.00 Come Dine with Me Extra 
Portions. (R) 5.35 Come Dine 
with Me Extra Portions. (R) 

6.05 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 4thought.tv. 

6.40 FILM: Big Momma’s 
House 2. (2006) 

Comedy sequel, 
starring Martin 
Lawrence, Nia Long 
and Emily Procter. 
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8.30 The Bank Job. Final of 
the game show, 
presented by George 
Lamb. Last in the 

§0|”j0§ 

10.00 FILM: DodgebalkA 
True Underdog Story. 

(2004) Comedy, starring 
Ben Stiller. 

11.50 FILM: LA Confidential. 

(1997) Thriller, starring 
Russell Crowe. 

2.15 A Ninja Is for Life, Not Just 
for Christmas. (R) 2.25 Emily’s 
Song. (R) 2.40 St Elsewhere. (R) 
3.25 Britain BC. (R) 4.25 Hugh’s 
Fish Fight: The Battle Continues. 
(R) 5.20 Brothers & Sisters. (R) 


Manor. (R) 10.30 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 11.30 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 12.30 Film: The 
Slipper and the Rose. (1976) 
Musical version of Cinderella, 
with Gemma Craven. 3.10 Film: 
From Here to Eternity. (1953) 
Second World War drama, 
starring Burt Lancaster. 5.30 Film: 
While You Were Sleeping. (1995) 
Romantic comedy, starring 
Sandra Bullock and Bill Pullman. 

730 5 News Weekend. 

735 NCIS. Gibbs discovers 
a link between the 
murder of a petty officer 
and the break-up of his 
team, leading him and 
new director Leon 
Vance to unravel the 
mystery. (R) 

8.30 Celebrity Big Brother. 

Highlights of the new 
housemates’ first full 
day at the mercy of Big 
Brother, revealing who 
is playing up for the 
benefit of the cameras 
and who is taking a 
more laid-back 
approach. 

9.45 FILM: Philadelphia. 

(1993) A gay lawyer with 
Aids turns to a former 
courtroom rival to prove 
his ex-employers have 
discriminated against 
him. Drama, starring an 
Oscar-winning Tom 
Hanks, with Denzel 
Washington and 
Antonio Banderas. 

12.05 SuperCasino. Live 
interactive gaming. 4.00 Great 
Artists. Peter Paul Rubens. (R) 
4.25 Divine Designs. Two notable 
Victorian architects. (R) 4.50 
County Secrets. (R) 5.00 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.10 The Milkshake! 
Show. (R) 5.35 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 5.45 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


3.00 Westlife: For the Last Time 4.00 Harry 
Hill’s TV Burp 4.30 The Cube 5.30 All Star 
Family Fortunes 6.30 Film: About a Boy (2002) 
8.30 Take Me Out - The Gossip 9.15 Film: 
Bridget Jones’s Diary (2001) 11.20 Film: 
Ocean’s Twelve (2004) 

ITV3 

2.45 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 4.55 A Touch of 
Frost 7.00 Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Doc Martin 
9.00 Foyle’s War 11.05 Film: Sophie’s Choice 
(1982) 

ITV4 

2.10 Film: Morning Departure (1950) 4.15 Film: 
Dunkirk (1958) 7.00 The Sweeney 8.00 Minder. 
Arthur and Ray take to the water. 9.00 Film: 
Fire Down Below (1997) 11.10 Film: Nighthawks 
(1981) 

BBCTHREE 

7.00 Sherlock 8.30 Top Gear: India Special 
10.05 Most Annoying People of 2011 11.00 
Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 

BBC FOUR 

7.00 Serengeti: Unnatural Histories 8.00 Shock 
and Awe: The Story of Electricity 9.00 Borgen 
11.00 Timeshift: The Smoking Years 

E4 

1.25 Hollyoaks 4.00 Desperate Scousewives 
5.00 Scrubs 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 7.00 
Happy Endings 730 How I Met Your Mother 
8.00 Rules of Engagement 8.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Cruel Intentions (1999) 11.00 
The Big Bang Theory 11.55 The Cleveland 
Show 

FILM4 

2.55 Batman (1966) 5.00 Hocus Pocus (1993) 
6.50 Night at the Museum: Battle of the 
Smithsonian (2009) 9.00 Transformers: 
Revenge of the Fallen (2009) The shape¬ 
changing robots fight for control of a planet- 
destroying machine hidden somewhere on 
Earth. Sci-fi adventure sequel, starring Shia 
LaBeouf. 11.45 Wolf Creek (2005) 


m 
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Marr Show. 10.00 The Big 
Questions. 11.00 Country Tracks; 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.05 
EastEnders. 2.00 Bargain Hunt. 
3.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 
4.00 The Royal Bodyguard. (R) 

4.30 The Royal Bodyguard. (R) 
5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 
Celebrity Mastermind. 

6.05 BBC News; Regional 
News; Weather. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker 
unveils a new land art 
installation on the 
Wolds Way in East 
Yorkshire, while Ellie 
Harrison visits David 
Hockney at his home 
and John Craven talks 
to David Cameron. 

730 Antiques Roadshow. 
Fiona Bruce and the 
experts examine 
valuables and rarities at 
Hartland Abbey in 
Devon, including the 
notebooks of a plane- 
spotter who may have 
witnessed Glenn 
Miller's last flight. 

8.30 Sherlock. Holmes and 
Watson head to the 
countryside to 
investigate the peculiar 
case of a monstrous 
hound stalking the wilds 
of Dartmoor. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional 
News; Weather. 

10.25 The One Lenny Henry. 

The comedian presents 
a mixture of stand-up 
and sketches. (R) 

11.05 FILM: Grumpy Old 
Men. (1993) Comedy, 
starring Jack Lemmon. 

12.45 The Sky at Night. 1.05 
Weatherview. 1.10 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. (R) 2.10 Holby City. 
(R) 3.10 Hairy Bikers' Best of 
British. (R) 3.55 BBC News. 


10.00 Something for the 
Weekend. 11.30 Film: One of Our 
Dinosaurs Is Missing. (1975) 1.00 
Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 4.45 Ski Sunday. 

5.30 Flog It! 
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6.00 How to Build a Nuclear 
Submarine. 

Documentary exploring 
three British 
engineering companies, 
beginning with the 
construction of HMS 
Astute, the Royal 
Navy's biggest attack 
submarine, at a cost 
exceeding £1 billion. (R) 

7.00 Top Gear. Jeremy 
Clarkson tests the 
Renaultsport Twingo 
133 in Belfast, Richard 
Hammond tries his 
hand at airport vehicle 
racing, and Guy Ritchie 
is the Star in a 
Reasonably Priced Car. 

8.00 Great Barrier Reef. 
Monty Halls explores 
the extraordinary 
underwater ecosystem. 

9.00 To Boldly Go - Down. 
Part one of two. How 
mankind survives 
underwater. 

10.00 FILM: Adventureland. 

(2009) Premiere. Teen 
comedy, starring Jesse 
Eisenberg. 

11.40 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 

Highlights from the 
second day at the 
Lakeside Country Club. 

12.30 Darts Extra. 2.30 BBC News. 


9.25 ITV News; Weather. 9.30 FA 
Cup Football Highlights. (R) 11.00 
Dancing on Ice Live Tour 2011. (R) 
12.00 ITV News; Weather. 12.05 
You've Been Framed! (R) 12.30 
Live FA Cup Football. Manchester 
City v Manchester United (Kick¬ 
off 1.00pm) and Peterborough 
United v Sunderland (Kick-off 
3.30pm). 

6.00 Regional Programmes. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Dancing on Ice. New 

series. The competition 
returns with a new-look 
judging panel. 

8.30 Wild at Heart. New 
series. A confrontation 
with Peeters pushes 
Danny to breaking 
point. 

9.30 Dancing on Ice: The 
Skate Off. The two least 
popular celebrities have 
to skate again. 

10.00 That Sunday Night 
Show. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 FA Cup Football 
Highlights. Action from 
four matches in the third 
round of the 
competition. 

11.45 Premiership Rugby 
Union. 
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12.45 The Zone; ITV News 
Headlines. 2.05 Ladette to Lady: 
Australia. Eight brash Australians 
visit Teesdale's Eggleston Hall to 
learn about etiquette, but reports 
of unruly antics on the flight give 
the tutors a taste of what lies 
ahead. (R) 3.00 ITV Nightscreen. 

5.30 ITV Morning News. 


Hoobs. (R) 6.55 Freesports on 4. 
720 Road to London 2012: That 
Paralympic Show. (R) 745 T4: 
One Tree Hill. (R) 8.40 T4: 
Hollyoaks. (R) 11.10 T4: The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.45 T4: 
Shipwrecked: The Island. 12.50 
Film: T4: Ever After: A Cinderella 
Story. (1998) Romantic drama, 
starring Drew Barrymore and 
Dougray Scott. 3.10 T4: The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.40 T4: The 
Simpsons. (R) 4.15 Deal or No 
Deal. 5.15 Channel 4 News. 5.45 
4thought.tv. 5.50 Film: The Devil 
Wears Prada. (2006) Comedy 
drama, starring Meryl Streep. 

8.00 The Hotel. Mark decides 
to entertain his guests 
with a party night. 
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9.00 FILM: (500) Days of 
Summer. (2009) 
Premiere. A man looks 
back on his brief 
relationship with the 
woman he loves, 
remembering events in 
a random order. 
Romantic comedy, with 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt. 

10.50 FILM: Employee of the 
Month. (2006) Comedy, 
starring Dane Cook and 
Dax Shepard. 

12.50 Comic's Choice: Jessica 
Hynes. (R) 1.45 Reasons to Be 
Cheerful: Hallo Friend. (R) 2.00 
The Pawn King. (R) 2.30 Secret 
History: Sex and the Swastika. 
(R) 3.25 Monte Cassino: The 
Soldiers' Story. (R) 4.25 This Is 
Me. (R) 4.30 St Elsewhere. (R) 
5.20 Brothers & Sisters. (R) 


Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 
Fifi and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 6.40 Harry and 
His Bucket Full of Dinosaurs. (R) 

6.50 Castle Farm. (R) 6.55 Igam 
Ogam. (R) 705 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 715 The 
Milkshake! Show. (R) 7.30 Mio 
Mao. (R) 7.35 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 750 Bert and Ernie's 
Great Adventures. (R) 8.00 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.20 The Adventures 
of Bottle Top Bill and His Best 
Friend Corky. (R) 8.35 Angelina 
Ballerina. 8.50 Rupert Bear. (R) 
9.00 Ben and Holly's Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 9.25 Milkshake! 

Monkey. (R) 9.30 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 9.40 Mist: 
Sheepdog Tales. (R) 10.00 

Animal Rescue Squad. (R) 10.15 
Meerkat Manor. (R) 10.45 Grey's 
Anatomy. (R) 11.45 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 12.55 Film: Return to 
Oz. (1985) 3.00 Film: Candleshoe. 
(1977) 5.00 5 News Weekend. 
5.05 Film: Greystoke: The Legend 
of Tarzan, Lord of the Apes. 
(1984) Drama, starring 
Christopher Lambert. 

740 FILM: SWAT. (2003) A 
disgraced cop redeems 
himself by joining an 
elite unit charged with 
guarding a notorious 
prisoner. Action thriller, 
with Samuel L Jackson. 

10.00 Celebrity Big Brother. 
All the action from the 
star-studded compound. 

11.00 FILM: Reservoir Dogs. 
(1992) Thriller, starring 
Harvey Keitel. 

1.00 SuperCasino. 4.00 Animal 
Rescue Squad. (R) 4.15 Great 
Scientists. (R) 4.35 Divine 

Designs. (R) 5.00 Hana's 

Helpline. (R) 5.10 The Milkshake! 
Show. (R) 5.35 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 5.45 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


ITV2 

3.00 I'm a Celebrity: Best Trials Ever 4.00 I'm a 
Celebrity: Jungle Gold 5.00 You've Been 
Framed: Top 100 Animals 6.00 Film: Casper 
(1995) 8.00 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 10.00 
Film: The Bodyguard (1992) 

ITV3 

3.50 Foyle's War 5.50 Agatha Christie's Poirot 
9.00 Lewis. A student Shakespeare production 
ends in murder. 11.00 Cracker 

ITV4 

2.40 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 5.25 Film: The Dam 
Busters (1954) 8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
9.00 Film: The Keeper (2009) Action thriller, 
starring Steven Seagal. 11.00 Film: Play Misty 
for Me (1971) 

BBCTHREE 

7.00 Film: The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince 
Caspian (2008) 9.15 Live at the Apollo 10.00 
American Dad! 10.45 Family Guy 11.35 Film: 
Donnie Darko (2001) 

BBC FOUR 

7.00 A Little Later 7.15 The Story of Musicals 

8.15 Film: Kiss Me Kate (1953) 10.00 Sings the 
Great American Songbook 11.00 The Story of 
Musicals 

E4 

3.40 Being Erica 4.35 Samantha Who? 5.05 
Film: Alaska (1996) 7.10 902108.05 Film: Mean 
Girls (2004) 10.00 Desperate Housewives 
11.00 Rhod Gilbert & the Cat That Looked Like 
Nicholas Lyndhurst 

FILM4 

3.15 Avalanche Express (1979) 5.00 King 
Solomon's Mines (1950) 7.05 Turner & Hooch 
(1989) A cop investigating a murder has only 
one witness to help him solve the case - the 
victim's dog. Family comedy, starring Tom 
Hanks. 9.00 Along Came a Spider (2001) A 
police psychologist goes in search of a 
senator's daughter who has been kidnapped 
by a psychotic teacher. Thriller prequel, with 
Morgan Freeman. 11.05 The 51st State (2001) 
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Monday 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
■Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. 10.58 BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints 
and Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes. 

12.13 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.30 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the Country. 
3.00 BBC News; Weather; Regional News. 3.05 
CBBC. 5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC News; Weather. 

6.30 Regional News Programmes; Weather. 7.00 
The One Show. 7.30 Inside Out; BBC News; 
Regional News. 8.00 EastEnders. 8.30 The One 
Jasper Carrott. 9.00 The Royal Bodyguard. 9.30 
Mrs Brown’s Boys. 10.00 BBC News. 10.25 
Regional News; Weather. 10.35 Have I Got a Bit 
More News for You. 11.20 Would I Lie to You? (R) 

II. 50 The Graham Norton Show. (R) 12.35 
Weatherview. 12.40 Sign Zone: Who Do You Think 
You Are? (R) 1.40 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 

2.25 MasterChef: The Professionals. (R) 2.55 
Natural World: Animal House. (R) 3.55 You’ve 
Been Scammed. (R) 4.40 BBC News. 


Channel 4 


I sTsTSrae.OO CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
* * CBeebies. 11.30 BBC World News. 
12.00 Daily Politics. 12.30 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 Flog 
It! 4.30 Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money Where 
Your Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. 7.00 Baking Made Easy. (R) 7.30 
A Question of Taste. 8.00 University Challenge. 

8.30 An Island Parish. 9.00 The Hunt for the Higgs: 
A Horizon Special. 10.00 Rhod Gilbert’s Work 
Experience. (R) 10.30 Newsnight; Weather. 11.20 
Darts: BDO World Championships. 12.10 American 
Football: Play-off Highlights. 1.10 Darts Extra. 3.10 
BBC News. 4.00 BBC Learning Zone. 

mVHe.OO Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
llE^Mjeremy Kyle Show. (R) 10.30 This 
Morning. 12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 
Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 2.59 Regional Weather. 
3.00 Lewis. (R) 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional 
News; Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 Coronation Street. 8.00 Cornwall 
with Caroline Quentin. 8.30 Coronation Street. 
9.00 Above Suspicion: Silent Scream. 10.00 ITV 
News at Ten; Weather. 10.30 Regional News; 
Weather. 10.35 FA Cup Football Highlights. 11.05 
That Sunday Night Show. (R) 11.35 Law & Order: 
UK. (R) 12.30 River Monsters. (R) 12.55 The 
Zone; ITV News Headlines. 3.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 4.00 ITV Nightscreen. 4.35 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 5.30 ITV Morning News. 

6.05 Sali Mali. (R) 6.10 The 
■ Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 

Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Freshly Squeezed. 7.30 According 
to Jim. (R) 7.55 According to Jim. (R) 8.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 

9.25 Undercover Boss Australia. 10.25 Vacation, 
Vacation, Vacation. (R) 11.00 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. 12.00 Channel 4 News Summary. 
12.05 Celebrity Five Go To. 1.05 SuperScrimpers: 
Waste Not Want Not. (R) 1.30 Film: The Man 
Behind the Gun. (1953) 3.10 Countdown. 4.00 
Deal or No Deal. 5.00 Celebrity Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 6.00 The Simpsons. (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks. 
7.00 Channel 4 News. 7.55 4thought.tv. 8.00 The 
Great Train Robbery’s Missing Mastermind? 9.00 
Coppers. 10.00 Shameless. 11.25 Random Acts. 

11.30 Obsessive Compulsive Hoarder. (R) 12.30 
The Joy of Teen Sex. (R) 1.30 Coming Up: Food. 
(R) 1.55 Carthage: The Roman Holocaust. (R) 
3.40 Witchfinder General. (R) 4.35 St Elsewhere. 
(R) 5.25 Brothers & Sisters. (R) 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 The 
■Wright Stuff. 11.10 LIVE 
with Gabby. 12.10 5 News Lunchtime. 12.15 
Celebrity Big Brother. (R) 1.15 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 2.15 Law & Order. (R) 3.15 Film: 
The Hollywood Mom’s Mystery. (2004) 5.00 5 
News at 5. 5.30 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 
(R) 6.30 5 News at 6.30. 7.00 World’s Toughest 
Trucker; (R) 5 News Update. 8.00 The Gadget 
Show; 5 News Update. 9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. 
10.00 When Paddy Met Sally. 11.00 Celebrity Big 
Brother’s Bit on the Side. 12.00 Celebrity Big 
Brother: Jamie Meets the Celebs. 1.00 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Animal Rescue Squad. (R) 
4.15 Grey’s Anatomy. 5.00 County Secrets. (R) 

5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


Channel 5 


Tuesday 


rnWHoO Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
I ^ A T M!under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. 10.58 BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints 
and Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes. 

12.13 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.30 Regional 
News; Weather. 1.45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the 
Country. 3.00 BBC News; Weather; Regional 
News. 3.05 CBBC. 5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 6.30 Regional News Programmes; 
Weather. 7.00 The One Show. Topical stories, 
hosted by Alex Jones and Matt Baker. 7.30 
EastEnders; BBC News; Regional News. 8.00 
Holby City. 9.00 DIY SOS: The Big Build. 10.00 
BBC News. 10.25 Regional News; Weather; 
National Lottery Update. 10.35 Burglar in the 
House. 11.25 The League Cup Show. 11.55 Film: 
Human Traffic. (1999) British comedy drama, 
starring John Simm. 1.30 Weatherview. 1.35 Sign 
Zone: Frozen Planet. (R) 2.35 MasterChef: The 
Professionals. (R) 3.35 You’ve Been Scammed. 
(R) 4.20 BBC News. 


Wednesday 


rn37STl6.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
I ^ A r al Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. 10.58 BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints 
and Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes. 

12.13 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.30 Regional 
News; Weather. 1.45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the 
Country. 3.00 BBC News; Weather; Regional 
News. 3.05 CBBC. 5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 6.30 Regional News Programmes; 
Weather. 7.00 The One Show. 7.30 Live League 
Cup Football. Manchester City v Liverpool (Kick¬ 
off 745pm). 10.00 BBC News. 10.25 Regional 
News; Weather. 10.35 The National Lottery 
Wednesday Night Draws. 10.45 Freddie Flintoff: 
Hidden Side of Sport; National Lottery Update. 

11.35 Film 2012 with Claudia Winkleman. 12.15 
Film: Their Eyes Were Watching God. (2005) 
Period drama, starring Halle Berry. 2.05 
Weatherview. 2.10 Sign Zone: Country Tracks. (R) 
3.05 MasterChef: The Professionals. (R) 4.05 
BBC News. 


Channel 4 


I S!IfSW 600 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 

* ^ CBeebies. 11.30 BBC World News. 
12.00 Daily Politics. 12.30 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 Flog 
It! 4.30 Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money Where 
Your Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. 7.00 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. 
The produce of seas and rivers. (R) 8.00 The 
Great Sport Relief Bake Off. 9.00 The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood. 10.00 Have I Got Old News for You. 
(R) 10.30 Newsnight; Weather. 11.20 Darts: BDO 
World Championships. 12.10 Darts Extra. 2.10 
BBC News. 4.00 BBC Learning Zone. 

|T^^ffV6.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 2.59 Regional Weather. 3.00 Lewis. 
(R) 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 River Monsters. 8.00 The Exit 
List. 9.00 The Biggest Loser. The teams face their 
second challenge. 10.00 ITV News at Ten; 
Weather. 10.30 Regional News; Weather. 10.35 
Film: The Grudge. (2004) Horror remake, starring 
Sarah Michelle Gellar. 12.20 The Zone; ITV News 
Headlines. 2.50 Crossing Jordan. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.30 ITV Morning News. 

1 6.15 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 
The Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Freshly 
Squeezed. 7.30 According to Jim. (R) 7.55 
According to Jim. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 Undercover 
Boss Australia. 10.25 Vacation, Vacation, Vacation. 
(R) 11.00 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. (R) 
12.00 Channel 4 News Summary. 12.05 Celebrity 
Five Go To. 1.05 Channel 4 Presents - Jonnie 
Peacock “Speed’.’ (R) 1.10 River Cottage Bites. (R) 

1.30 Film: The Badlanders. (1958) Western, 
starring Ernest Borgnine and Alan Ladd. 3.10 
Countdown. 4.00 Deal or No Deal. 5.00 Celebrity 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 6.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks. 7.00 Channel 4 News. 7.55 
4thought.tv. 8.00 The Fat Fighters. 9.00 Rogue 
Baboon: An Inside Nature’s Giants Special. 10.00 
Shameless. 11.15 Desperate Housewives. 12.15 
Random Acts. 12.20 Poker. 1.15 KOTV Boxing 
Weekly. 1.40 Beach Volleyball. 2.35 The Grid. 3.00 
GT Academy. (R) 3.30 Freesports on 4. (R) 3.55 
Brief Encounters of the Sporting Mind: Kickboxing. 
(R) 4.05 Scrapheap Challenge. (R) 5.00 Brief 
Encounters of the Sporting Mind: Ma Bar. (R) 5.10 
Ultra Running. (R) 5.20 Brothers & Sisters. (R) 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 The 
■ Wright Stuff. 11.10 LIVE with 
Gabby. 12.10 5 News Lunchtime. 12.15 Celebrity 
Big Brother. (R) 1.15 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 2.15 
Law & Order. (R) 3.15 Meals in Moments. (R) 3.25 
Film: Claire. (2007) Mystery, starring Valerie 
Bertinelli. 5.00 5 News at 5. 5.30 CSI: Crime 
Scene Investigation. (R) 6.30 5 News at 6.30. 7.00 
Celebrity Wedding Planner; (R) 5 News Update. 
8.00 New Cowboy Builders; 5 News at 9. 9.00 
Body of Proof. 10.00 Celebrity Big Brother. 11.00 
Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit on the Side. 12.00 
When Paddy Met Sally. (R) 1.00 SuperCasino. 
4.00 HouseBusters. (R) 4.25 Michaela’s Wild 
Challenge. (R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


Channel 5 


mTTOle.OO CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
I ^ CBeebies. 11.30 Daily Politics. 1.00 

See Hear. 1.30 Darts: BDO World Championships. 
3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 Flog It! 4.30 
Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money Where Your 
Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. 7.00 Hairy Bikers’ Best of 
British. (R) 8.00 The Great Sport Relief Bake Off. 
9.00 The Mystery of Edwin Drood. 10.00 Mock the 
Week - Again. (R) 10.30 Newsnight; Weather. 
11.20 Darts: BDO World Championships. 12.10 
Darts Extra. 2.10 BBC News. 4.00 BBC Learning 
Zone. 

m?Zl6.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 2.59 Regional Weather. 3.00 Lewis. 
(R) 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 The Unforgettable Leslie 
Crowther. 8.00 Midsomer Murders. 10.00 ITV 
News at Ten; Weather. 10.30 Regional News; 
Weather. 10.35 Film: Payback. (1999) Thriller, 
starring Mel Gibson. 12.30 The Zone; ITV News 
Headlines. 2.30 Film: Outland. (1981) Sci-fi thriller, 
starring Sean Connery. 4.30 ITV Nightscreen. 

5.30 ITV Morning News. 


Channel 4 


5.00 The Treacle People. 
■(R) 6.05 Sali Mali. (R) 6.10 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Freshly 
Squeezed. 7.30 According to Jim. (R) 7.55 
According to Jim. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 Undercover 
Boss Australia. 10.25 Vacation, Vacation, Vacation. 
(R) 11.00 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. (R) 
12.00 Channel 4 News Summary. 12.05 Celebrity 
Five Go To. 1.05 River Cottage Bites. (R) 1.10 Film: 
Merrill’s Marauders. (1962) Fact-based Second 
World War adventure, starring Jeff Chandler. 3.10 
Countdown. 4.00 Deal or No Deal. 5.00 Celebrity 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 6.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks. 7.00 Channel 4 News. 7.55 
4thought.tv. 8.00 How to Cook Like Heston. 8.30 
The Fabulous Baker Brothers. 9.00 One Born 
Every Minute. 10.00 How to be a Good Mother 
with Sharon Horgan. 11.05 Random Acts. 11.10 
London’s Burning. (R) 12.15 Music on 4: Launched 
at Red Bull Studios. 12.50 Music on 4: The 
Maccabees: 360 Sessions. 1.15 Coming Up: 
Micah. (R) 1.40 Film: Breakfast on Pluto. (2005) 
3.50 The Great British Property Scandal. (R) 4.45 
Brothers & Sisters. (R) 5.25 Countdown. (R) 


Channel 5 


5.00 Milkshake! 9.15 The 
■Wright Stuff. 11.10 LIVE with 
Gabby. 12.10 5 News Lunchtime. 12.15 Celebrity 
Big Brother. (R) 1.15 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 2.15 
Law & Order. (R) 3.15 Film: McBride: Dogged. 
(2007) Mystery, starring John Larroquette. 5.00 5 
News at 5. 5.30 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 
(R) 6.30 5 News at 6.30. 7.00 Cowboy Builders; 
(R) 5 News Update. 8.00 Benidorm ER; 5 News at 
9. 9.00 Celebrity Big Brother: Live Eviction. 10.00 
Kym Marsh: Teen Mums and Me. 11.00 Celebrity 
Big Brother’s Bit on the Side. 12.00 Poker: The Big 
Game. 1.05 SuperCasino. 4.00 HouseBusters. (R) 

4.25 Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 5.15 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 


Thursday 


r7T7T3l6.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
I ^ A r al Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. 10.58 BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints 
and Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes. 

12.13 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.30 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the 
Country. 3.00 BBC News; Weather; Regional 
News. 3.05 CBBC. 5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 6.30 Regional News Programmes; 
Weather. 7.00 The One Show. Topical stories, 
hosted by Alex Jones and Matt Baker. 7.30 
EastEnders; BBC News; Regional News. 8.00 
Earthflight. A bird’s-eye view of Europe. 9.00 New 
Tricks. (R) 10.00 BBC News. 10.25 Regional 
News; Weather. 10.35 Question Time. 11.35 This 
Week; Weather. 12.25 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

1.25 Britain’s Hidden Heritage. (R) 2.25 James 
May’s Man Lab. (R) 3.25 BBC News. 


Friday 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


[33as 


1 -1 =T#Id 600 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
1 iVl CBeebies. 11.30 BBC World News. 
12.00 Daily Politics. 12.30 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 
Flog It! 4.30 Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money 
Where Your Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great 
British Railway Journeys. 7.00 Hairy Bikers’ Best 
of British. The duo explore the history of puddings 
and pies. (R) 8.00 The Great Sport Relief Bake 
Off. Anita Rani, Pearl Lowe, Alex Deakin and Alex 
Langlands compete. 9.00 Unfinished. 10.00 
Never Mind the Buzzcocks. (R) 10.30 Newsnight; 
Weather. 11.20 Darts: BDO World Championships. 

12.10 Darts Extra. 2.10 BBC News. 4.00 BBC 
Learning Zone. 

|Y2?Zl6.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 2.59 Regional Weather. 3.00 Lewis. 
(R) 5.00 The Chase. Quiz show, hosted by 
Bradley Walsh. 6.00 Regional News; Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 Emmerdale. Debbie 
meets Andy at a hotel and tries to seduce him. 

7.30 Payback Time: Tonight. 8.00 Emmerdale. 

8.30 Coronation Street. 9.00 Eternal Law. 10.00 
ITV News at Ten; Weather. 10.30 Regional News; 
Weather. 10.35 The Jonathan Ross Show. (R) 

11.35 Take Me Out. (R) 12.30 The Zone; ITV News 
Headlines. 2.35 Payback Time: Tonight. (R) 3.00 
ITV Nightscreen. 4.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

5.30 ITV Morning News. 

6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 
■The Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Freshly 
Squeezed. 7.30 According to Jim. (R) 7.55 
According to Jim. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 Undercover 
Boss Australia. 10.25 Vacation, Vacation, Vacation. 
(R) 11.00 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. (R) 
12.00 Channel 4 News Summary. 12.05 Celebrity 
Five Go To. 1.05 Channel 4 Presents - Stephen 
Miller 2012. (R) 1.10 River Cottage Bites. (R) 1.20 
Film: Went the Day Well? (1942) Second World 
War drama, starring Leslie Banks. 3.10 
Countdown. 4.00 Deal or No Deal. 5.00 Celebrity 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 6.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks. 7.00 Channel 4 News. 7.55 
4thought.tv. 8.00 Location, Location, Location. 
9.00 The Restoration Man. 10.00 My Daughter 
the Teenage Nudist. 11.05 Random Acts. 11.10 
Coppers. (R) 12.15 Music on 4: Curated by Lyle 
and Scott. 12.30 Embarrassing Bodies. (R) 1.25 
Undressing My Mother. (R) 1.30 Britain’s Greatest 
Codebreaker. (R) 2.40 The Great British Property 
Scandal. (R) 3.35 Whatever Turns You On. (R) 
3.40 St Elsewhere. (R) 4.30 Brothers & Sisters. 
(R) 5.25 Countdown. 5.55 Sali Mali. (R) 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 The 
■Wright Stuff. 11.10 LIVE with 
Gabby. 12.10 5 News Lunchtime. 12.15 Celebrity 
Big Brother. (R) 1.15 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 2.15 
Law & Order. (R) 3.15 Film: Surrender, Dorothy. 
(2006) Drama, starring Diane Keaton. 5.00 5 
News at 5. 5.30 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 
(R) 6.30 5 News at 6.30. 7.00 Police Interceptors; 
(R) 5 News Update. 8.00 World’s Scariest Plane 
Landings; 5 News at 9. 9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. 
10.00 Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit on the Side. 
11.00 It’s All About Amy. 12.00 SuperCasino. 4.00 
HouseBusters. (R) 4.25 Michaela’s Wild 

Challenge. (R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


5.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
■Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. 10.58 BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints 
and Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes. 

12.13 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.30 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the Country. 
3.00 BBC News; Weather; Regional News. 3.05 
CBBC. 5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC News; Weather. 

6.30 Regional News Programmes; Weather. 7.00 
The One Show; BBC News; Regional News. 8.00 
EastEnders. 8.40 Fake Britain. 9.00 Hustle. 10.00 
BBC News. 10.25 Regional News; Weather. 10.35 
The Graham Norton Show. 11.20 The National 
Lottery Friday Night Draws. 11.30 Film: The 
Brothers Grimm. (2005) Period fantasy adventure, 
starring Heath Ledger and Matt Damon. 1.20 
Weatherview. 1.25 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

2.25 James May’s Man Lab. (R) 3.25 MasterChef: 
The Professionals. (R) 4.25 BBC News. 


Channel 4 


IZl :I#W 600 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
1 J CBeebies. 11.30 BBC World News. 

12.00 Daily Politics. 12.30 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 Flog 
It! 4.30 Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money Where 
Your Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. 7.00 Great Barrier Reef. Monty 
Halls explores the extraordinary underwater 
ecosystem. (R) 8.00 The Great Sport Relief Bake 
Off. 9.00 Sicily Unpacked. 10.00 Ql. (R) 10.30 
Newsnight. 11.00 Weather. 11.05 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. 11.55 Darts Extra. 1.55 BBC 
News. 4.25 Close. 

[¥ifZ|6.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 2.59 Regional Weather. 3.00 Lewis. 
(R) 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 Coronation Street. 8.00 Safari Vet 
School. 8.30 Coronation Street. 9.00 Law & Order: 
UK. 10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 10.30 
Regional News; Weather. 10.35 Film: True Crime. 
(1999) Crime thriller, starring Clint Eastwood. 

12.55 The Zone; ITV News Headlines. 2.55 Film: 
New York Minute. (2004) Family comedy, starring 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen. 4.25 ITV Nightscreen. 

5.30 ITV Morning News. 

1 6.00 The Treacle People. 
(R) 6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 

6.35 The Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Freshly Squeezed. 7.30 
According to Jim. (R) 7.55 According to Jim. (R) 

8.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. 
(R) 9.25 Undercover Boss Australia. 10.25 
Vacation, Vacation, Vacation. (R) 11.00 A Place in 
the Sun: Home or Away. (R) 12.00 Channel 4 
News Summary. 12.05 Celebrity Five Go To. 1.10 
Channel 4 Presents - Nathan Stephens True Grit’. 
(R) 1.15 Film: I Was Monty’s Double. (1958) Fact- 
based Second World War drama, starring ME 
Clifton-James. 3.10 Countdown. 4.00 Deal or No 
Deal. 5.00 Celebrity Come Dine with Me. (R) 6.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks. 7.00 Channel 4 
News. 7.30 4thought.tv. 7.35 Come Dine with Me. 

8.30 New Girl. Jess visits her ex-boyfriend. 9.00 
The Million Pound Drop Live. 10.30 Milton Jones’s 
House of Rooms. 11.00 Rude Tube: Mashed ‘n’ 
Mixed. (R) 12.05 Film: Candyman: Farewell to the 
Flesh. (1995) Horror sequel, starring Tony Todd. 
1.45 Random Acts. 1.50 My Name Is Earl. (R) 2.35 
Hung. (R) 3.05 Dog’s Mercury. (R) 3.30 St 
Elsewhere. (R) 4.20 Phil’s Empty Homes Giveaway. 
(R) 5.15 Countdown. (R) 

1 6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 The 
Wright Stuff. 11.10 LIVE with 
Gabby. 12.10 5 News Lunchtime. 12.15 Celebrity 
Big Brother. (R) 1.15 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 2.15 
Law & Order. (R) 3.15 Film: The Last Chance. 
(2003) Drama, starring Jennie Garth. 5.00 5 News 
at 5. 5.30 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. (R) 6.30 
5 News at 6.30. 7.00 World’s Scariest Plane 
Landings; (R) 5 News Update. 8.00 World’s 
Toughest Trucker; 5 News at 9. 9.00 Celebrity Big 
Brother: Live Eviction. Brian Dowling chats to 
another evicted housemate. 10.00 Celebrity 
Wedding Planner. 11.00 Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit 
on the Side. 12.00 SuperCasino. 4.00 Motorsport 
Mundial. 4.25 Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


Channel 5 




Quinton 


01509 221155 

To book by telephone, coll 01509 221155 
and use site number 8 


Hagley Road West, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B629AS 
Information & online bookings a 
www.reelcinemas.co.uk 




BUNDS 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 
6 Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


Window and Door Repairs 


Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 

For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Explore your world with 

star 'A extraTRAVEL 


See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 






wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms <Sc Bedrooms LTD 


Opening times: 

Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday 
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 
Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 
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Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


1 


14 


2 


15 



ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 



OVS* 


Seven great games in one! 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 


SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


SEVEN GREAT GAMES IN ONE! 

I SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 



0V fl ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 
IN ONE HANDY APP! 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. No fixed abode 
(5,7) 

7. Turn away a sick 
man who came 
back (5) 

8. It’s not long young! 

(5) 

9. Where they deal 
with complaints? 

(3) 

10. One having a 
sea-view, perhaps? 
(3-6) 

11. Nothing further on 
Rome, strangely 
enough (2,4) 

12. Watch someone 
chasing animals? 

( 6 ) 

15. Organised in pomp¬ 
ous fashion (9) 

17. It helps to make a 
room attractive (3) 

18. Grieve for a doctor 
with a pot! (5) 

19. She inspired the 
lyrics in the opera 
Tosca (5) 

21. By whom hotel 
guests may be 
taken in (12) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. December 24th 

0,3) 

7. Guide (5) 

8. Manmade fibre (5) 

9. Regret (3) 

10. Get rid of (9) 

11. Extent (6) 

12. Of public revenue 

( 6 ) 

15. Deliberately (2,7) 

17. Entreat (3) 

18. Additional (5) 

19. Muscle (5) 

21. Alter direction (6,6) 


Down 

1. A party diversion 
that gives rise to 
conjectures (8,4) 

2. Bark from many a 
poplar (3) 

3. Blind ones won’t 
be able to lead you 
anywhere (6) 

4. Quality, but rate it 
differently (9) 

5. Keep away from a 
hole, perhaps (5) 

6. What an expert 
in depreciation 
makes? (3,5,2,2) 

7. Kingdom that’s 
genuine to many (5) 

10. Steps on the gra¬ 
nary floor (4,5) 

13. Time for music (5) 

14. Conceal half of it as 
secret(6) 

16. An inspiration to 
entertain (5) 

20. Past a green light? 

(3) 

Down 

1. Airfield command 
post(7,5) 

2. Observe (3) 

3. Edge (6) 

4. Responsive (9) 

5. Large detached 
house (5) 

6. Understandable 
( 12 ) 

7. Severe (5) 

10. Amuse (9) 

13. Ship’s room (5) 

14. Two-fold (6) 

16. Toss (5) 

20. Fuss (3) 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Embrace; 8 Points; 9 Alimony; 10 Nassau; 11 Ser¬ 
mon; 12 Contacts; 18 Rescript; 20 Reward; 21 Cutter; 22 Napping; 23 
Charge; 24 Seattle. Down: 1 Spinach; 2 Missing; 3 Strata; 5 Molasses; 

6 Remark; 7 Cannot; 13 Cardinal; 14 Sitters; 15 Starter; 16 Debase; 17 
Carpet; 19 Caught. QUICK - Across: 4 Rivalry; 8 Reacts; 9 Sparing; 10 
Change; 11 Defile; 12 Probable; 18 Retrieve; 20 Aplomb; 21 Blithe; 22 
Restore; 23 Height; 24 Retract. Down: 1 Precept; 2 Paragon; 3 Stigma; 
5 Impudent; 6 Adrift; 7 Rankle; 13 Barbaric; 14 Vertigo; 15 Beneath; 16 
Apiece; 17 Porter; 19 Relief. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Circlegram 


Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 
can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 
mark? 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION: 

The letter 
represented by 
the question 
mark is L. Algeria, 

Lebanon, Somalia, all 
Arabic countries. 



ALL YOUR PUZZLE 
NEEDS IN ONE 
HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 


SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


t*. 




* LocalMole.co.uk 

Digging for the best local businesses 


Stocked with 
Retailers 


Visit LocalMole.co.uk 

now and find the 
local business 
you're looking 
for in seconds 


brought to you by 

Express & Star 



CASH IN 

ON THE BIGGEST MARKET PLACE 
FOR BUYING AND SELLING. 

Thousands of items for sale every week. 

Thousands of potential local buyers every week. 

Bags of bargains everyday. 

In your local Express & Star six days a week. 

In your local Chronicle every week. 

Online 24/7 at www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


classified 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

Express & Star | The Chronicle | www.expressandstar.com 
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SALE 


TODAY 

TOMORROW 

everyday 
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Have you. 
seen -ike nm 
6oodckilds Mini? 


Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettings 





MILLENNIUM GARDENS, 
OLD HILL 

★ Four Bedrooms 

★ Two Receptions Room 

★ Garage 

★ Downstairs W/C 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£675 PCM 



LIME TREE ROAD, 
WALSALL 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Off Road Parking 

★ Conservatory 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£575 PCM 



PINGLE CLOSE, 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Downstairs W/C 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Detached Garage 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 



WEDNESBURY 

★ Three Bedroom 

★ End Terrace 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Shower Room 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 

£525 PCM 



EVE LANE, 

DUDLEY 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ One Reception Room 

★ Fantastic Kitchen 

★ Downstairs W/C 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£525 PCM 



MISTLETOE DRIVE, 

TAMEBRIDGE 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Part Furnished 

★ End Terrace 

★ Mint Condition 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 

£525 PCM 



FRANCHISE STREET, 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Two Bed Mid-Terrace 

★ Front & Rear Gardens 

★ Fitted Kitchen 

★ Allocated Parking 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£495 PCM 


Landlords •' 


Are you paying 

Set Up Fees? 




DLENI-IEIIVI UmVE, 

WEDNESBURY 


★ Two Bedroom 

★ Coach House Apartment 

★ Private Entance 

★ Secure Gated Entrance 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 

£485 PCM 



WHARFDALE STREET, 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Cellar 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 

£485 PCM 




BROOKSIDE, 
WEDNESBRUY 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ First Floor Appartment 

★ Part Furnished 

★ Designated Parking 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 



DANGERFIELD LANE, 
DARLASTON 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Front & Rear Gardens 

★ Driveway 

★ Upstairs Family Bathroom 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£450 PCM 



THE AVENUE, 
DARLASTON 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Entrance Hallway 

★ Unfurnished 

★ 2nd Floor 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 





WAVERLEY ROAD, 
DARLASTON 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Upstairs Bathroom 

★ Rear Garden 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£450 PCM 



OWE AVENUE, 
DARLASTON 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Semi Detched 

★ Off Road Parking 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ DHSS CONSIDERED 


£450 PCM 



K_ 

KENT ROAD, 
WEDNESBURY 

★ One Bedroom 

★ First Floor Flat 

★ Potential Second Bedroom 

★ Gas Central Heated 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£400 PCM 



BATMANSHILL ROAD, 
BILSTON 

★ One Bedroom 

★ Communal Gardens 

★ Off Road Parking 

★ Kitchen/Diner 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 


£400 PCM 



DARLASTON 

★ Two Bedroom Flat 

★ Double Glazing 

★ Fantastic Condition 

★ Seperate Kitchen 

★ SORRY NO DHSS_ 

£395 PCM 



DUDLEY 

★ One Bedroom 

★ Walk In Wardrobe 

★ Close To Town Centre 

★ Integrated Appliances 

★ SORRY NO DHSS _ 

£375 PCM 


vie believe ve 
can je+ y«u a 
-fully re-ferenud 
'tenant in just 

30 M |$' 



Coodchfldi offer all Landlords No Set Up Fees 
and 6 months Rent Guarantee f^ee of charge! 






ELWELL STREET, 

WEDNESBURY 

★ One Bedroom Flat 

★ Lounge 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Communal Grounds 

★ SORRY NO DHSS 

£365 PCM 



LOWER HIGH STREET, 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Two Upstairs Bedrooms 

★ Lounge 

★ Kitchen 

★ Family Bathroom 

★ DHSS ACCEPTED 

£325 PCM 



BASSET ROAD, 
WEDNESBURY 

* Three Bedrooms 


★ Downstairs Shower Room 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Front & Rear Gardens 

★ DHSS ACCEPTED 

£350 PCM 



WOOD GREEN ROAD, 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Good Size 

★ 

★ DHSS ACCEPTED 


£ PCM 


Award winning 
agent offers you 
6 Months Rent 
Guarantee 
and 
No set 
up fees 



View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com I 

Call for your Free Valuation 1 


Offices located in: 

Brownhills 
Cannock 
Great Barr 


Lichfield 
Milton Keynes 
Stafford 
Sutton Coldfield 
Tamworth 


Telford 

Walsall 

Wednesbury 

Wednesfield 

Wolverhampton 
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Vid your chosen agent ioin 
a bold Aboard tor &e$t 
Midlands Agency? 


tie dU, so speak to us 
today about selling or 
letting your property J 



ALL SAINTS WAY 
^ WEST BROMWICH 

★ Detached 

^ ★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Two Bathrooms 

★ One Bed Anex 

★ Garage/ workshop 

★ Double Glazing 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Front and Rear Garden 



KIMBLEY RISE 

ARUNDEL AVENUE 


HILL TOP 

WEDNESBURY 


★ Four Bedrooms 

★ 3 Bed Detached 


★ Detached House 

★ 2 Reception Rooms 


★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Downstairs W/C 


★ Two Bathrooms 

★ Conservatory 


★ Conservatory 

★ Double Glazing 


_ 

£199,950 ^ 

£179,950 | 




HOLDEN ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Semi Detached 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Detched Tandem Double Garage 

★ Corner Plot 


★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Summer House 

★ Double Glazing 


STANWAY ROAD 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ Detached House 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Double Glazing 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Garage 



3 ME 


DARLASTON ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

• 3 Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Kitchen/Dining Room 

• Lounge 

• Cloakroom 

• Master Bedroom with En-Suite 


£142,500 



COLLINS ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Semi detached 

★ Three bedrooms 

★ Two reception rooms 

★ Detached double garage 

★ Double glazing _ 


£134,950 



HAWKSWOOD DRIVE 


WEDNESBURY 


★ Semi Detached 


★ Three Bedrooms 


★ Study 


★ Conservatory 


★ Double Glazing 


£134,5001 



CHARLOTTE ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Three Bedroom Semi 
Detached 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Fitted Kitchen 

★ Family Bathroom 

★ Block Paved Driveway 



GOSPEL OAK ROAD 
TIPTON 


★ Three Bedroom 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Master Bedroom with En-Suite 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Front & Rear Gardens 


£122,950 





SIDDONS WAY 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ Two Bedroom Mid-Terrace 

★ Conservatory 

★ Off Road Parking 

★ Front & Rear Garden 

★ Well Presented 


£117,950 



COLLINS ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Semi Detached 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Extension at the rear 

★ Fully Fitted Kitchen 

★ Good Transport Links 

★ Off Road Parking 


£114,950 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.conn 

Call for your Free Valuation 


Brownhills 
Cannock 
Great Barr 


Lichfield Telford 

Stafford Wednesburv 

Sutton Coldfield Wednesfield 


Tamworth Wotverhamptor 
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Goodchilds Estate 



m. 

Agents & Lettings 

T: 0121 506 7670 




THE FURLONG 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Three Bedrooms 
i ★ End Terranced 



11 n 


★ Fitted Kitchen 

JfW 

a 


★ Downstairs W/C 

★ Garage 

★ Electric Security Gates 

★ Cul De Sac Location 


£112,9501 






LILAC GROVE 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Semi Detached House 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Fully Fitted Kitchen 

★ Downstairs WC 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ Off Road Parking 


BOOTH STREET 
4 DARLASTON 

★Mid Terraced 
4 ★ Two Bedrooms 
I ★ Newly Fitted Kitchen 

★ Conservatory 

★ Double Glazing 
I ★ Gas Central Heating 
I ★ Off Road Parking 

★ SHOWHOME CONDITION 


ASTON COURT 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ First Floor Appartment 

★ 2 Bedrooms 

★ Intergrated Appliances 

★ Electric Storage Heating 

★ Designated Parking 

MONKGATE DRIVE 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ Two Bedroom 

★ Ground Floor Appartment 

★ One Reception Room 

★ Secured Buzzer Entrance 

★ Double Glazing 


WODEN ROAD 
SOUTH 

WEDNESBURY 

★ First Floor Flat 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Lounge 

★ Double Glazing & Gas 
Central Heating 

★ No Chain 



iiu u.enigi 


EDWIN PHILLIPS DRIVE 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ Mid Terraced 

★ Two Bedroom 

★ Fully Fitted Kitchen 

★ Downstairs W/C 

★ Gas Central Heating 



Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettincs 


HORSECROFT DRIVE 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ End Terraced 

★ Two Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Kitchen/ Diner 

★ Cul De Sac Location 



CANTERBURY ROAD 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ Semi Detached 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Downstairs Family Bathroom 

★ Double Glazing 

★ Gas Central Heating 


★ Ground Floor Apartment 

★ Two Bedroom 

★ Master Bedroom with En-Suite 

★ Integrated Kitchen Appliances 

★ Allocated Parking 



BEEBEE ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Semi Detached 

★ 3 Bedrooms 

★ 2 Reception Rooms 

★ Off Road Parking 

★ Double Glazing 


QUEEN STREET 
WEDNESBURY 

• Two Bedroom End-Terrace 

• Kitchen 

• Cloakroom W.C 

• Lounge 

• Two Bedrooms with En- 
Suite 

• Rear Garden 


CROCKFORD ROAD 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ Two Bedroom Semi- 
Detached 

★ Lounge 

★ Kitchen 

★ Garage 

★ NO CHAIN 


WILKINSON ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Semi Detached 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Two Reception Rooms 

★ Newly Refurbished 

★ Downstairs W/C 


COBHAM ROAD 
WEDNESBURY 

★ Mid Terraced 

★ Three Bedrooms 

★ Off Road Parking 

★ Gas Central Heating 

★ NO CHAIN 


THE AVENUE 
DARLASTON 

• 2 Bedroom Apartment 

• Second Floor 

• Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 



Download the 
FREE Goodchilds 
iPhone App today! 


POUND ROAD 

ELWELL STREET 


WEDNESBURY 

WEDNESBURY 


★ Two Bedrooms 

• 1 Bedroom Maisonette 


★ Mid Terraced 

• Entrance Hall 


★ Two Reception Rooms 

• Lounge 


★ Double Glazing 

• Kitchen 


★ Gas Central Heating 

• Bedroom 


_ 

£69,950 ■ 

£69,500 | 



WITTON LANE 
WEST BROMWICH 

★ One Bedroom 

★ Ground Floor Flat 

★ One Reception Room 

★ Modern Fitted Kitchen 

★ Double Glazing 


MANIFOLD WAY 
WEDNESBURY 

★ One Bedroom Apartment 

★ Fitted Kitchen 

★ Family Bathroom 

★ Allocated Parking 

★ No chain 


Keep up to 
date with new 
properties 
coming to 
the market! 


GiTunes 



View properties online www.coodchilds-uk.com 


Call for your Free Valuation 


i 


Brownhills 
Cannock 
Great Barr 


Milton Keynes 
Stafford 
Sutton Coldfield 
Tamworth 


Telford 

Wlalsall 

Wednesbury 

Wednesfield 

Wolverhampton 
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Property Auction 

1 * Cottons, 

The Property Specialists 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Property Auction 


ANTE 

JGWGDD 


Incorporating 


BOND WOLFE 


JH H»jW/ Hm< 

If? Ml 






Valuation whh 

*V»*33SS“ 

call 0121 247 2233 


www.cottons.co.uk 


auctions@cottons.co.uk 

For advice on any aspect of buying 
or selling at Auction, call our friendly 
and professional Auction Team 


Specialists in Selling Properties 
in the Black Country 

Properties for Auction 
Immediate Exchange of Contracts 
Completion within 28 days 


For A Free No Obligation 
Auction Appraisal 

Telephone 

Ron Darlington 

07830 375 823 
or (0121 >233 5046 


WLYP.CO.UK 


SALES 


WEI ESI 


f? 


Online 24/7: Sandwell (HO) Great Bridge / Tipton 

wlyp.co.uk./home 0121 525 9090 0121 557 1888 

LETTINGS B'ham City Centre Dud I ey Wol verham pto n 

#* righitmove , - ¥ 


SQ r 

OCi 


0121 285 7575 01384 686800 01902 504504 

Birmingham Walsall National 

0121 285 5005 01922 214500 08431 032431 

Your nearest offices: 101 High Street, West Bromwich B70 6NZ or 216 Great Bridge Street, Great Bridge B70 ODE I NOW OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 0.00AM TO 6.00PM 


Bratt Street west Bromwich ■ Broadwaik Apartments city Cenre 


Cheshire Road Smethwick I Clausen Close Great Barr I David Harman Drive West Bromwich I DayCOtt Road Smethwick 


m. i r> 




Draycott Road Smethwick ■ Linden Avenue oidbury ■ Gristhorpe Road seiiy oak 




Stoney Lane West Bromwich 


11 i. 
B | i 

3 Bed - £550pcm 



The Croft Way Handsworth wood ■ Hilltop West Bromwich ■ All Saints Way Wesy Bromi 


LOVE I* •" 
YOUR I" 


3 Bed - £650pcm 


3 Bed - £700pcm 


1 Bed - £400pcm 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 

Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


0121 420 0355 


r ^ 

■ Matart LHiirar ard CMTpvry 

oulsnam 

lettings 



Rotton Park Road, Edgbaston 


• A Well Presented Five Bed Semi • Off Road Parking 

• Two Reception Rooms • Housing Benefit Accepted 



Selsey Road, Edgbaston 


• A Traditional Terrace Property • Newly Fitted Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms • Housing Benefit Considered 



Foster Way, Edgbaston 


• Two Bed Ground Floor Apartment • Ideal Location For City Centre 

• Refurbished Kitchen • Excellent Transport Links 


Gillott Road, Edgbaston 


• Brand New One Bed Apartment • Security Entrance 

• Modern Contemporary Living • Close To Birmingham City Centre 

Space 

£550 PCM 


Selsey Road, Edgbaston 


• A Traditional Terrace Property • Two Reception Rooms 

• Three Bedrooms • Close To Local Amenities 


Brookfield Road, Hockley 






• A Traditional Terrace Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Beautiful Fitted Kitchen 



Introducing Andrew Curtis! 


I have been working for Robert Oulsnam for several months now, 
as a Lettings Negotiator. My role is to personally look after all 
lettings properties within the Edgbaston, Bearwood, Oldbury, 
Harborne, Ouinton, Smethwick and Black Country areas. 

My professional and friendly approach is second to none. With 
us you are in safe hands! 

So if you are considering letting your property and would like a 
free market appraisal with outstanding results, please contact 

me on 0121 420 0355. 



Eva Road, Oldbury 


• Three Bedrooms 

• Fully Furnished 


• Off Road Parking 

• Viewing Essential 



Ridgeacre Road, Quinton 


• Excellent Family Home 

• Semi Detached 


• Recently Refurbished 

• Three Bedrooms 





Balden Road, Harborne 


• Spacious Three Bed Semi 

• Garage and Driveway 


• Close To Amenities 

• Excellent Transport Links 


• Close Proximity To Transport Links 

• Close To Local Amenities 



t 





Hill Top Road, Oldbury 


• Three Storey Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 



Kingsway, Oldbury 


• Four Bedrooms 

• Spacious Family Home 


• Semi Detached 

• Housing Benefit Considered 


Vicarage Road, Langley 



• Two Bed Terrace Property 

• Part Furnished 

• Close Proximity To Transport Links 

• Housing Benefit Considered 

£525 PCM 


Pearman Road, Smethwick 



• An Attractive Mid Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Well Maintained Rear Garden 

£575 PCM 



• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Part Furnished 

• Excellent Transport Links 

• Allocated Parking Space 

£650 PCM 


• Shower room and Family Bathroom 

• Detached Garage 



• Modern Development 

• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Residents Parking 

• Housing Benefits Considered 

£475 PCM 


Sherwood Road, Bearwood 



TO LET 

• Extremely Well Presented Terrace 

• Part Furnished 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Easy Access to Amenities & Transport Links 

£575 per month 





www.oulsnam.net 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 

Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 


January Sale 



I_ 



Thimblemill Road, Bearwood 


• A Well Presented End Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

Now £122,950 


• Delightful Kitchen 

• Easily Maintained Garden 

• Must be Viewed 





VS 



li 


Woodbourne Road, Smethwick 


• A Most Attractive Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Useful Loft Space 


• Delightful Kitchen with Seperate Utility 

• Ideal Family Home 

• Favourable Location 


Now £207,500 




Higgins Lane, Quinton 


• A Well Presented Semi Detached • Recently Refurbished Bathroom 

• Three Bedrooms • Landscaped South Facing Garden 

• Extended Kitchen • No Upward Chain 

Now £154,950 



t 


eg 




Wedgewood Road, Quinton 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Ideal Family Accomodation 

• Three Bedrooms 


• Extended Kitchen 

• Ample Off Road Parking 

• Beautiful Mature Garden 


Now £109,950 





it 



• A Traditional Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Bathroom & Shower Room 

• Low Maintenance Garden 

Now £112,500 


• A Well Appointed Three Bed Semi 

• Located in a Quiet Cul-De-Sac 

• Potential To Extend 

• Four Car Drive Way 

Now £159,950 


team 


If right mow 


9 <$ 


Drayton Road, Bearwood 




. i 


• An Elegantly Styled Mid Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Breakfast Room 

Now £137,500 




• A Very Well Presented Mid Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Beautiful Bathroom 

I Potential for Off Road Parking 

Sale Price Now £134,950 



• A Tastefully Presented Mid Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Spacious Bathroom 

Now £149,000 





• Attractive, Thoughtfully Improved Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Delightful Kitchen 

• Two Reception Rooms 

Now £122,500 





• A Charming Three Bed Mid Terrace 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Ideally Situated for Warley Woods 

• Beautiful Rear Garden 

Now £133,000 


Sunrvforv | 


RICS 

S«ntc« / V 



s 


Three Shires Oak Road, Bearwood 


• A Charming Terrace Property 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

Now £114,950 


• Well Appointed Bathroom 

• No Upward Chain 

• Ideal Purchase for FTB & Investors 



I 


Trinder Road, Smethwick 


• Well Presented Three Bed Semi 

• Close to Warley Woods 

• Fully Alarmed 

Now £124,950 


• Delightful Breakfast Kitchen 

• Downstairs Cloakroom 

• Well Maintaned Rear Garden 


■.•HfflBHlsfflEMBIBBffll 



iMBIfflHMBMaEIBHffll 


• A Generously Sized Terrace 

• Period Features Throughout 

• Five Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Great Investment Opportunity 

Now £262,500 


• An Extended Semi Detached 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Two Generous Reception Rooms 

• Ample Off Road Parking 

Now £229,950 



Harborne Road, Oldbury 


• A Two Bed Detached Bungalow 

• Close to Warley Woods 

• Close to Local Schools 


• Potential to Extend 

• Ample Off Road Parking 

• No Upward Chain 


Now £279,950 


Waterside Drive, Hockley 


b 


EEazjHEsrra 


IT 



• Well Presented Three Storey Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Master to Ensuite 

• Off Road Parking & Garage 

Now £159,950 



• A Beautifully Presented Terrace 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fantastic Bathroom 

Now £109,950 


www.oulsnam.net 
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The top property guide for Wednesbury, west Bromwich, Tipton and Smethwick 


THE FORGE I BRADES RISE | OLDBURY | B69 2HG 

Own your own 
home from only 

£385 per month 


Stop paying someone else's mortgage by 
paying rent. Start buying your own home 
from only £385 a month with FirstBuy * 
There's more to a Morris home. 

• Own 100% of your home 

• Enjoy a lower deposit 

• Benefit from smaller monthly 
mortgage repayments 




Expect More from Morris 

1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom homes from 

£112,750 or £90,500* and 

a deposit of just £4,510 with FirstBuy 


DON'T MISS OUT 


RESERVE BEFORE 29th February, 

move in by 31 st March and well include 
a carpet and flooring package** 

Open Thursday to Monday 
10.30am - 5.30pm 

0121 5221160 

morrishomes.co.uk/expectmore 


MORRIS 


*FirstBuy price of £90,500 is based on 80% of the purchase price, available subject to status and based on paying 80% upfront with a 20% equity loan for the remaining 
amount - interest free for five years. Monthly payments of £385 based on FirstBuy price with a 2 year fixed rate mortgage of 3.49% over 30 years and including a 4% deposit 
from the buyer. Schemes subject to government allocation and are only available on specific plots, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. **Carpet and flooring package 
available on selected plots only, subject to availability, terms and conditions apply and only available on reservations made by 29.02.12 and financial completion by 31.03.12. 
Details and prices correct at time of going to press. Image representative only. 


Three-bed detached 
for sale at £170,000 



Number 24 Bloomfield Terrace is on the market with estate agent Connells 


A TRADITIONAL detached prop¬ 
erty in Bloomfield Terrace, Tipton, 
is on the market at £170,000. 

Viewing is highly recommended at the 
house, with accommodation briefly compris¬ 
ing of entrance hall, two reception rooms, 
kitchen, cellar, three bedrooms, bathroom, 
driveway, garage and gardens to the front, 
side and rear. 

Inside reception room one is lift llin by 
lift llin and has a gas fireplace, while the 
kitchen - 13ft lin by 9ft lOin - has a range 
of base units with work surfaces over to 


include a stainless steel drainer sink, range 
oven and door to the double garage. 

On the first floor are three bedrooms and 
a bathroom with suite comprising bath with 
mixer tap, inset wash hand basin and low- 
level WC. 

Outside to the front is off road parking, 
and there is also an outbuilding with WC, 
rear garden with three lawns, summer¬ 
house, gravel area and double gates to the 
rear. To the side is a lawned area with shrub 
borders, coal house, gravel walkway and 
brick built storage shed. 

Call 01384 214770 for information. 


Extended family home is on 
market for a price of £339,000 


AN imposing detached prop¬ 
erty which has been exten¬ 
sively extended and 
improved over the years is 
for sale with a price guide of 
£339,000. 

The house, in Pentland 
Gardens, Compton, is gener¬ 
ously proportioned through¬ 
out with generous living 
space including a 16ft 3in 
entrance hall, lounge with 
feature fireplace, dining 
room, family room, break¬ 
fast kitchen, utility room, 
downstairs WC and part-gal- 
leried landing. 

Sauna 

On the first floor there is a 
master bedroom with walk- 
in wardrobe and en suite 
shower room, three further 
bedrooms, sauna and deluxe 
family bathroom. 

The 16ft 3in by 7ft 8in 
entrance hall has parquet 
flooring, while the lounge - 
23ft by 12ft 7in - has a 
feature fireplace and double 
doors to the dining room 
which is 12ft by 9ft 9in. 

The breakfast kitchen has 
a range of wall and base 
units, roll edge work sur¬ 
faces, two and a half bowl 
sink with mixer tap, four ring 
ceramic hob with microwave 
oven beneath and concealed 
extractor hood above, double 



oven and space and plumbing a door allowing access from 
for dishwasher. bedroom two. 

The inner lobby has doors There are two more bed- 
to the family room and the rooms and the sauna room, 
utility room fitted with wall while the family bathroom 
and base units, roll edge has a fitted suite comprising 
work surfaces, stainless steel spa bath, advanced system 
sink unit and space and shower pod with multi-body 
plumbing for washing jets and glazed shower 
machine. screens, bidet, close coupled 

On the first floor the WC and vanity unit, 
master bedroom is 25ft 5in The mature rear garden 
by 10ft lOin with double has a paved patio with 
doors to a walk-in wardrobe boundary wall and steps 
and a second door to the en- leading up onto a shaped 
suite with tiled shower lawn area with herbaceous 
cubicle with electric shower borders and rockeries, 
unit and glazed shower For more details call 01902 
screen and vanity unit - with 753131. 
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BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 


YOUR 




ora EDMF ©0© 


MWICH 



The i40 Tourer Blue Drive 
models use a collection of smart 
technologies to improve fuel 
consumption, reduce emissions 
and Benefit in Kind tax 13%. 

Hyundai Active 1.7 CRDi 115PS Blue Drive 
official fuel consumption (mpg): Urban 53.3 
(5.3), Extra-Urban 68.9 (4.1), Combined 62.8 
(4.5), Co2 113 g/km. 


Motability 


We are a Motability Premier Partner 


ix20 1.4 Classic 


NIL Advance Payment 


ix20 1.6 Active Auto £199 Advance Payment 
ix35 1.6 Petrol Style £499 Advance Payment 

£999 Advance Payment 

Motability prices from 1st January 2012 


ix35 1.7 Petrol Style 



Brindley Hyundai has all your motoring needs and more, 


BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONF 
• 08430 222898 www.brindleyhyundai.co.ul 

Also at: 55 Penn Rd, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW T. 08430 223262 

c 

NEW 

THINKING, 

NEW 

HYUriDRI POSSIBILITIES. 

HYUNDAI RANGE FUEL CONSUMPTION (MPG): URBAN 19.3-54.3, EXTRA-URBAN 31 .-70.6, COMBINED 26.2-62.8, C02 

1 1 3-258 G/KM. Prices & specification correct at time of going to press, Pictures for illustration purposes only, Part of the Brindley Garages 

Group - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. We are licenced credit brokers. CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE. 
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r MOTORING NEWS JMNO REVIEWS 
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m®tors 
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Your essential guide to the world of motoring compiled by Motoring Editor Sharon Walters 


The best is yet to come if the weather changes 




CURSE this infernal weather. The one 
thing you think you can rely on is the irri¬ 
tation of British weather, but even that 
has been a total letdown. 

All summer long I’ve been dreaming of an entirely 
white winter in order to maximise the smugness of 
being behind the wheel of this Q5: four-wheel-drive, 
high driving position, heated seats and even a heated 
cupholder. 

Yet in my part of the world at least, the temperature 
has barely been cold enough to qualify as autumn. 

In fact, it was only a few weeks ago that the Q5 was 
pressed into service for family holiday duties, one 
activity that usually guarantees rain. 



The Q5 3.0-litre TDI has a 0-60 time of 6.5 seconds 


By Matt Joy 

Yet the sun beat down on the Q5’s grey metallic 
paintwork and I’ve still yet to vacuum the sand from 
the back seats. It made for a brilliant holiday vehicle 
though, as there was not even the need to use the roof 
rails. 

All the assorted paraphernalia that two boys under 
five could muster was easily stuffed into the generous 
boot. Even mum and dad had the luxury of taking 
more than one change of clothes. 

The run down to the south coast was a cinch too. 
Barely ticking over at 70mph, the 3.0-litre TDI diesel 
had no problem in achieving 40mpg or more, and yet 
the inevitable sluggish lorries were despatched with 
a brief squirt of acceleration. 

Luxuries 

The Q5 has the attentions of the boy racer brigade. 
Yet the 0-62mph time of 6.5 seconds leaves most of 
them trailing in its wake. 

I’ve also become far too accustomed to the Q5’s little 
luxuries. 

The standard black leather trim is probably hiding 
a multitude of sins, especially due to its black finish, 
while the Bluetooth connectivity and Audi Music 
Interface (iPhone or iPod connector to you and me) 
means I can listen to my awful music collection and 
make calls on the move, before arriving at my desti¬ 
nation with a fully-charged phone. 

And I’m not ashamed to admit I have used the 


climate cupholders on several occasions, even though 
it feels like an outrageous piece of technology. 

I’ve not even had a chance to try out the Q5’s towing 
pack, though if I have my way, the heavens will truly 
open and I’ll be towing everything in sight out of a 
ditch. 

Happily, the Q5 is already booked in to get a set of 
winter tyres next week, hopefully before the snow 
descends, and in fairness to the solid Quattro four- 
wheel drive system, it can only work with what the 
tyres can do. 

The winter boots are designed to work optimally at 
temperatures below 7C, which has only really hap¬ 
pened in the last week. 

The softer compound keeps it flexible when 
summer tyres start to stiffen up, and at 2am this 
morning on a damp and cold road, the first signs of 
the summer rubber starting to struggle were there. 

Not that you’d notice the Q5 breaking sweat. 
Unflappable and totally dependable is the best way to 
sum up its performance. 

Not a thing has gone wrong, malfunctioned or even 
gone mildly on the blink. 

The biggest problem I’ve discovered is that the 
giant washer bottle takes about 10 minutes to fill up, 
such is its vast capacity. But then you only have to do 
it once in a blue moon. 

So like every school child in the land, I’m praying 
for a series of snow days in the coming weeks to shut 
down all the key buildings and leave no option but to 
go out and play. 




There are many 
ways to search at 


m®tors 

.co.uk 


Your search ends here. 


m Follow us on Twitter 
m Join us on Facebook 


You want to buy a second-hand car. 


Just something that’s fuel-efficient. But it needs a bit of •& wer 
- your neighbourhood’s quite Hilly and your groceries can be 
so heavy. And it’s nice to have an engine that 


In partnership with Express & Star www.expressandstar.com/motors 
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buying 


In your local 

Express & Star 

In your local 

Chronicle 

Online at 

expressandstar.com 




thechronicle 


JL. 


ji 


selling 


The Midland’s largest 
shop window. 

650,000 potential buyers 
every week. 

Thousands of new items 
for sale every week. 
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classified 


Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 7pm, Monday - Friday 

8.30am -12 noon Saturdays and Bank Holidays 

By email 

my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 

In person 

at your local Express & Star office 
Cancel/Amend 

Call before 6.30pm Monday - Friday for the next day’s advertisement 
or before 10am Saturday for Monday’s advertisement 


There’s nothing like it for 
buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 



The co-operative 

funeralcare 


24 to/ prole esic 
un and atortton 
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0121 525 1909 

,ta btr.i/wi SOM 

0121 552 1170 
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S&* HENLEY 

r FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

M Independent, Caring, Family-run Business Giving 
you support in your time of need 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE,WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 



jfuneral 
Btrectors 

Est. 1907 

WEST BROMWICH 
A Family Run 
Business, 

With Four Generations 
of Personal Service 
Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-payment plans 
& Monumental Masons 
Telephone day and 
night. 


0121 553 0442 


44 All Saints Way, West Bromwich 



personal 


ADULT CINEMA and Sex Shop. 
We’re still here, we were the first, 
the best and we’ll be here after 
all the rest! The Foxy Lady, 
Oxford St, Bilston, 01902 490898. 

ADULT CINEMA/SHOP Toys, 
Lingerie, Dvd’s. Largest store in 
Midlands. Angels & Sinners, 
Walsall, WS2 9NE 01922 635544 


LET ATTITUDE FIND A 
PARTNER FOR YOU 

Hand Matched Dating 
We meet every member so 
our profiles are accurate. 
No internet fibsters. 

We’ll arrange the meeting so 
no fear of a no show. 

No age limits, Our youngest 
Client is 21, Oldest 78 
What are you waiting for. 
Don’t be lonely ring 
0121 520 3715 
or 07794 144360 
For Further Information 


market 
place 


aerials 


SAME DAY SERVICE 

01902 858191 01384429166 
01543 439095 


mums 

£69 TV Aerials Fitted 
£29 Sky Repairs 
3 Years Guarantee 


OAP DISCOUNTS 
FREE QUOTATIONS 





baby needs 

book 

online 


Items under 
£500 are FREE. 

Book your ads, in your time! 
www.expressandstar.com 


education & tuition 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 

Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 

elderly & disabled 


A BARGAIN Straight stairlifts 
from £695 inc Warranty. Free 
survey. Freephone 0800 7318842 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS From 
£350, trial welcome, can deliver. 
Call Powerlink, Blackheath, 
01902 569216 or 07831 246292. 


furniture 


THREE PIECE SUITES from £35. 
Beds from £25. Household items. 
Plus everything for your home. 
Delivery possible. 0121 525 8064. 


Are You Tuned In? 



Aerials from £85 


4Hpooi^:t 


L.K.B Aerials 

• OAP Discount • frmm Quotes 

• 2 Year Guarantee ■ , 

• fkftivm jl f Y 

m L'Arl tll'lLlll 

01384 918 671 07672 838 893 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price 
paid for house clearances and 
bereavements. Tel: 07852 172641. 


items for sale 


ADVERTISE SIX NIGHTS per 

week from as little as £10.44 per 
night plus vat, with Trade Con¬ 
tract Advertising. Published Full 
circulation Express and Star, two 
Chronicles and Internet. Inter¬ 
ested? Telephone Cynthia Jones 
on 01902 319667. 


items wanted 


ALL GOLD AND SILVER 

A genuine lady buyer. 
Cash today. Collected. 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
All silver items • Pre “47” silver coins 
All war medals etc. 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 
or 07971783206 


CASH 4 CLOTHES. We pay up to £8 
per bag for shoes, clothes, belts, 
bags. Call 0121 552 2061. 


pc's, laptops & 
accessories 


Does Your PC 
Have Problems? 
**FREE ADVICE** 
**FREE CALLOUT** 
**AFFORDABLE** 
Open 8am-8pm 
Call Now PCAid 
0800 2343468 


A+ CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN 

Problems with Laptops or PC’s 
solved: Screens, virus removal 
Client Computers. 0121 5569481 


plumbing & 
heating 


JASON HYDE PLUMBING & HEATING 

Combi boilers from £1,400, 

5 Year Warranty with 7 rads from £2,200 
Bathroom & Tiling « 

CALL FREE |01902 689 565 


removals 


A A SANDWELL REMOVALS Full 

move, single items, OAP specials, 
0121 2491492 07901 981638. 

A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VAN single/full 
loads, local/nationwide. Tel 
Steve 0121 422 2999/07815 043724 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 

LOCAL MAN & VAN REMOVALS 

professional/reliable. £35-£45 
per hr. Call Will, 07795 598545. 


roofing 


WALMSLEY ROOFING 
& BUILDING SERVICES 

Chimeys reduced & re-built, flat roofs, 
ridges removed & re-bedded, 
pointing work, lead valleys, 

UPVC fascias & guttering. 

Fully insured company 
Free quotations, all areas covered. 

CALL: 0800 0370039 
CUSTOMER CAOE LINE 
01210054650 


skip hire 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSCH? 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips. 
Prompt delivery / collection 
0121 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


BATES & DAVIS 
Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! 

Stop the risk of flytipping 
Open to the public. Any size 
vehicle. Any Quantity. 

Phone 0121557 3346 
For Best Prices 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. 0121 555 6060. 

specialists at your 
service 


alarms/security 

CTB ALARMS LTD Burglar 
Alarms supplied & fitted £110. 
Service/Repairs. All electrical 
work, security lights, sockets etc. 
Call: 0121604 8864. 

PREMIER ALARMS supplied & 
fitted £109. All quotes beaten, 
servicing/repairs 0121 601 9791. 

carpentry & joinery 

a 


Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 

• Doors and Flooring 

• Windows and Staircases 

• Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 
0121 531 0264/ 
07903 234 137 


carpet fitters 

CARPETS Supplied or just fitted, 
no job too small, free quotes call 
Mark 01543 820598/07941 619694. 

electrical services 


TEL: 01785 601234 
MOB: 07870 718655 
EMAIL: j3uge@live.co.uk 
WEB: j3electricians.co.uk 

handyman services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 


lo job too big 

• FREE QUOTES • All work guaranteed 

• References available on request 

• All trades covered 

CALL MIKE 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


plastering 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 5675919 / 07977 262943 

plumbing/heating 

ALL HEATING, Plumbing & Gas 
Work, Gas Safe Reg, 30+ yrs exp 
Neil: 01902 681680/07821 622927 
ALL TYPES GAS and solid fuel 
appliances. Gas Safe and HETAS 
reg. 07720 117562, 01902 681679. 

roofing 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

rubbish removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

General Waste, Soil, Rubble and Green Waste 


Mini digger and driver hire 

SIMPLY RECYCLING LTD. 

01384 411291 or 07747 682451 

Waste Cattier No CB/KN5978SP 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed. Load and Remove any 
Waste. Call Now: 07969 628382 
whitehorn@live.co.uk 


wrought iron 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs/fitting plus 
Block paving 01902 606979 24 hrs. 

1v/home 

entertainments 


A TV PLASMA & LCD REPAIRS 

Aerial / Wall mount / Set-ups. 
Any area. 7days. 07850 330251. 


motoring 


accessories & 
services 

accessories & services 

Ti HARVEY 

DISMAST LCR 

Always try T L Harvey 1st! 
Guaranteed second hand 
parts. Closed Sundays. 

0121 526 2341 / 01902 492144. 

dutches /brakes/gearboxes 



mobile mechanics 

ALL AREAS, All Repairs. Min¬ 
istry Qualified. 30 years experi¬ 
ence. 01922 630664/07976 794991. 

spares/parts 


LANDROVER PARTS, 
SPARES & ACCESSORIES 

For all Freelander, Range Rover, 
Discovery &90/T10 

JL Services 

Willenhall WV13 2PF 

0121 568 7717 


cars over £1500 


FORD GALAXY GHIA TDDi 

2005, black, tax, new tyres, very 
attractive car, 128k, removable 
towbar, top spec including 
reversing sensors, very eco¬ 
nomical, excellent 

runner. £4,350 ono. 

01785 662903 or 07949 648822. 

cars under £1500 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


driving tuition 

Homer’s 

Learn to drive in a Mini, Clio, Corsa, 
Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, Fiat 500 
3 GREAT DEALS: 

10 Hours £89! 

1st Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! 

All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 
Manual & Automatic 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
0800 612 6650 / 07970 200066 
www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 




4 wheelz 

10 Driving Lessons £99 
Free starter pack 
Pass 1st time guarantee 

0800 389 8059 
0121 369 0229 


AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and disabled. 

Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £30. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone 07791 486560 


£8 EACH FOR FIRST 2 LESSONS, 

£16 a lesson thereafter. Pass 
quick, ex BSM. 07957 254425. 
Wednesbury surrounding areas. 


motorbikes 


coggers rr 

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 



scrap vehicles 


WE PAY THE 
BEST PRICES 

For all vehicles 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 (eve) 


BILSTON 

BREAKERS 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, VANS, 
BIKES, CLASSICS 
Tel: 01902 408176 


1st CHOICE 

TOP PRICE PAID 4 
SCRAP CARS! VANS! 
CAMPERS! MOT F 


07895 346811 -24 hrs 
01902 562853 
07977 499516 ^ 


CHRIS PAYS 
THE BEST PRICE 
GUARANTEED 


legally . 

Get a Certificate Of 
Destruction 
Ask the DVLA 
Free collection 7 days 
Call Chris: 

2 493110 ' 

0121 525 5813. 

01902 659775 - evenings 


BILSTON 

BREAKERS 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, VANS, 
BIKES, CLASSICS 
Tel: 01902 408176 


NO WHEELS, NO KEYS, 
NO PROBLEM! 


.«no, VANS, wunrcno 
4x4’s, MOT FAILURES 

24 hr collection, 7 days, Any area 

07500 042351 




WANTED USED BIKES for cash. 
All sizes, custom cruisers, sports 
etc. Any condition. All Bikes: 
01902 312939/07748 150779 


vehicles wanted 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
' ti 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 


leisure 


car boot sales 

BEST SATURDAY BOOT 
SALE 10am - 1pm 
EVERY SATURDAY 

by the Wheel Pub, between 
W’ton and Bridgnorth (A454) 

WV15 5NR 
Happy New Year 
Enquiries 07890 267041 

guns & dogs 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 

jumble sales / 
fetes 


HALLAM STREET 
METHODIST CHURCH 

West Bromwich 
JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday January 6th 
from 12.30pm 


pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur- 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Potential purchasers of 
puppies or kittens are strongly 
recommended to see the 
puppy/kitten in its home envi¬ 
ronment with its 
parent/parents. 

WESTIE BITCH 9 months old, 
spayed, chipped, house trained, 
£400 inc cage. 01785 614242. 
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classified 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


business 



PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 
required. Full /part time, flexible 
hrs. West Bromwich. £7 - £10 p.h. 
depending on experience. Previ¬ 
ous experience of MDS and care 
homes desirable together with 
GPHC registration. 

Call 0845 0779 972 or email: 
raj@pharmassured.co.uk 


courses 


office & shop 
equipment 

PHOTOCOPIER REPAIRS 24 

years Est company. Experienced 
/ professional engineers provid¬ 
ing service / toner / sales / rental 
0121 521 0203 or 01952 583504 


public & legal 
notices 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email m.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


cleaners 


CLEANERS Mornings - £6.45 per 
hour - up to 15 hours per week, 
full time. You will provide a clean 
working environment for staff, 
students and visitors. Sandwell 
Academy is committed to safe¬ 
guarding and promoting the 
welfare of children so you will 
need to take an Enhanced CRB 
Disclosure. 

Application forms and further 
details are available from 
Sandwell Academy, Halfords 
Lane, West Bromwich B71 4LG. 
Tel: 0121 525 1700. 

Email: recruitment@ 

sandwellacademy.com. Web: 
www.sandwellacademy.com 


full time - general 


GROUNDSMAN / WOMAN 

required for West Bromwich 
Dartmouth Cricket Club. Experi¬ 
ence of pitch preparation 
essential. For details telephone 
07919 898696 or email: 

mickcorcoran@hotmail.co.uk 


MTS DRIVER TRAINING 

•HGV/LGV/ MINIBUS TRAINING 
SPECIALISTS 

•DRIVER CPC TRAINING £50 
01902 866510/07807 035066 
www.mtsdrivertrainingservices.co.uk 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


CAREER 
ENHANCEMENT 
ADR & DRIVER CPC 
Approved Courses at 
COMPETITIVE RATES 


f 


CENTRAL 
TRANSPORT 
TRAINING 

MW.KI.au u«»ct urcootlf I 

CKMDUMCailMS 

c«u m fki iwcii«( 


0800 97S 7909 
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employment 

wanted 


A PROFESSIONAL LADY 

(46) 

Walsall area, seeks employ¬ 
ment, perm/temp, General 
Office Work, Legal Secretary, 
Reception, Data Entry etc. 

07976 888820. 


property 




nursing & carers 


properties wanted 


TIPTON HOMECARE LTD 

require Domiciliary Care Staff to 
cover Dudley, Tipton, Wednes- 
bury and West Brom. Morning / 
Day Carers 7am-5pm and 
Evening Carers 5pm-10pm Times 
can be flexible. Must be commit¬ 
ted to training, all applicants are 
subject to a CRB Check. Own 
transport preferred. Contact 
Stuart Higgins, 0121 557 3649. 



SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF CONSULTATION IN RELATION TO PROPOSED 
SPEED REDUCTION MEASURES IN TEMPLE WAY, PEEL WAY 
AND CECIL DRIVE, OLDBURY 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell proposes 
under Section 90A of the Highways Act 1980 to construct road humps and a 
speed table at those locations specified in the Schedules to this Notice for the 
purpose of reducing the speed of vehicles. 

2. A copy of the map showing the location of the proposed road humps and speed 
table may be inspected at the offices of the Director of Legal and Governance 
Services, Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands during normal 
working hours. 

Any person wishing to object to the proposal should write to Mr Irfan Choudry, 

Service Manager - Highways, Sandwell Council House, PO Box 2374, Oldbury, 

West Midlands B69 3DE stating the grounds of their objection by no later than 

26 January 2012. 

SCHEDULE OF FLAT TOP ROAD HUMPS 


Ref 

No. 

Road 

Location 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

Height 

(mm) 

PW01 

Peel Way 

14 metres south west of its 
junction with Peel Way/ 

Hamilton Drive 

4.50 

7.5 

75 

PW03 

Peel Way 

Outside Nos 33/35 

4.50 

7.2 

75 

PW04 

Peel Way 

25 metres north east of its 
junction with Balfour Drive 

4.50 

7.7 

75 

PW05 

Peel Way 

Outside No. 62 

4.50 

7.7 

75 

PW06 

Peel Way 

Outside Nos. 67/69 

4.50 

7.3 

75 

CD01 

Cecil Drive 

Outside No. 2/4 

4.50 

5.8 

75 

CD02 

Cecil Drive 

Outside No. 30 

4.50 

5.8 

75 

CD03 

Cecil Drive 

Outside Nos. 31/33 

4.50 

5.7 

75 

TWO 6 

Temple Way 

Outside No. 181 

4.50 

7.8 

75 


SCHEDULE OF SPEED TABLE 


Ref No. 

Road 

Location 

Area (m2) 
approx 

Height 

(mm) 

PW02 

Peel Way 

At its junction with Churchill Close 

250 m2 

75 


THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(PARK LANE WEST, TIPTON) 

(20 MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2012 

The Borough Council of Sandwell in exercise of its powers under Section 84 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 after consultation with the Chief Officer of Police in 
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act has made the 
following Order:- 

1. No person shall drive any motor vehicle at a speed exceeding 20 mph in Park Lane 
West, Tipton between its junctions with Leasowe Road and Baker Street between 
the hours of 7.00 am and 10.00 pm, when it is displayed on the 20 mph electronic 
speed limit sign. 

2. The provisions of the Order shall not apply to:- 

any vehicle on an occasion when it is being used for the Fire Brigade, Ambulance 
or Police purposes, if the observance of that provision would be likely to hinder the 
use of the vehicle for the purpose for which it is being used on that occasion, 
or to a vehicle being used:- 

(a) for Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes, or 

(b) for training persons to drive vehicles for use of Serious Organised Crime 
purposes. 

However (except where it is being used for training the person by whom it is being 
driven) the exemption does not apply in relation to a vehicle unless it is being driven 
by a person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high speeds. 

3. The Order shall not apply to a vehicle if it is a vehicle used for the Naval, Military or 
Air Force purposes and that vehicle is being driven by a person or a member of the 
Armed Forces of the Crown on an occasion when:- 

(a) the person driving the vehicle is a member of the special forces as defined in 
The Road Traffic Exemptions (Special Forces) (Variation and Amendment) 
Regulations 2011; and 

(b) the vehicle is being driven 

(i) in response, or for the practice in responding to a national security 
emergency by a person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high 
speed;or 

(ii) for the purpose of training a person in driving vehicles at high speeds. 

4. A copy of the Order, a Statement of Reasons for making the Order and a map 
showing the area affected may be inspected at the offices of the Director of Legal 
and Governance Services, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, 

West Midlands during normal working hours. 

The Order was made on 5 January 2012 and shall come into operation on 
10 January 2012. 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(AREA NO. 7 WEDNESBURY, GREAT BARR AND WEST BROMWICH) 
(TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER NO. 8) 2011 

The Borough Council of Sandwell in exercise of its powers under Sections 1,2, 45 
and 46 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and of all other enabling powers and 


after consulting with the Chief Officer of Police in accordance with paragraph 20 of 
Schedule 9 to the said Act of 1984 has made an Order which will have the effect of 
revoking The Borough Council of Sandwell (Area No. 7 Wednesbury, Great Barr and 
West Bromwich) (Traffic Regulation Order No. 7) 2010 and introducing the following 
amendments:- 

1. To extend no waiting at any time in part of Brunswick Terrace, Clifton Lane, 

Maple Drive, Sundial Lane, Walsall and Wilford Road. 

2. To replace sections of the current pay and display on the north and south sides 
of Stafford Street with no waiting at any time in the same sections of road. 

3. To impose no waiting in parts of the eastern side of Plane Tree Road, Yew Tree, 
Walsall and to impose no waiting between the hours of 8.00 am - 4.00 pm on part 
of its western side. 

4. To introduce no waiting at any time in parts of Appleton Avenue, Barncroft Street, 
Birchfield Way, Blakedon Road, Bramley Road, Carrisbrooke Road, Lodge Hill 
Road, Orwell Drive, Plane Tree Road, Salters Lane, Warstone Drive, Whittington 
Close and part of Darlaston Road, Hawkins Street, Manor Road, New Street North, 
Smithmoor Crescent and Spouthouse Lane. 

5. To extend no waiting at any time in the north side of Mounts Road and introduce no 
loading Mondays to Saturdays 8.00 am - 6.00 pm in parts of the north west and 
south eastern side of Mounts Road. 

6. To extend no stopping at school entrances Mondays to Fridays 8.00 am - 4.00 pm 
in the south side of Birchfield Way and to introduce the same provisions to the east 
side of Bramley Road and the west side of Plane Tree Road. 

7. To introduce a residents only parking scheme at any time in part of Hollies Drive. 

The Council has decided to abandon its proposals with regard to extending no 
waiting at any time in parts of Wilderness Lane and the entire length of both sides 
of Ferndale Avenue, details of which were published on 19 May 2011. 

The Council has decided to defer a decision in respect of its proposals to impose a 
residents parking scheme on the northern side of Connor Road, West Bromwich and 
the introduction of no stopping at any time on the south side of Connor Road, details 
of which were published as a proposed modification to the Order on 17 November 
2011. 

A copy of the Order, the Order to be revoked, a statement of reasons for making the 
Order and maps showing the roads affected may be examined at the offices of the 
Director of Legal and Governance Services, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE between the hours of 8.00 am - 5.30 pm on 
Mondays to Thursdays and 8.00 am - 5.00 pm on Fridays. 

The Order was made on 3 January 201 2 and shall come into operation on 9 January 
2012. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order or of any provision contained 
in it or on the grounds that it is not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 or on the grounds that any requirement of the Act or that any 
regulation made thereunder has not been complied with in relation to the Order, may 
within six weeks from 3 January 2012 apply to the High Court for that purpose. 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL (WOODS LANE, CRADLEY 
HEATH) (TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2011 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has 
made an Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding in Woods Lane in its entire length to facilitate surface improvements to 
the level crossing. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Chester Road, Cradley Road and 
vice versa. 

3. The Order will take effect on 28 January 2012, and the works are expected to be 
completed on 29 January 2012. The Order may continue in force for a period not 
exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the works should be directed to Sharon Denton of Centurion 
Site Surveys on 01924 372957 and those relating to the effect of the order on 
traffic using the highway should be directed to Irfan Choudry, Service Manager- 
Highways on 0845 352 1857. 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL (VINCE STREET, 
SMETHWICK) (TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2012 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has 
made an Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding in Vince Street, Smethwick in its entire length to enable the removal 

of site equipment from the Housing Development on Vince Street. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Dale Street, Dawson Street and 
vice versa. 

3. The County Borough of Smethwick (Dawson Street) (One Way) Order 1963 will 
be suspended throughout the duration of the Order to enable traffic to be diverted 
as above. 

4. The Order will take effect on 9 January 201 2, and the works are expected to be 
completed on the same day. The Order may continue in force for a period not 
exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

5. Any queries about the works should be directed to Richard Burns of Lovell 
Partnerships Limited on 0121 474 43 44 and those relating to the effect of the 
order on traffic using the highway should be directed to Irfan Choudry, Service 
Manager- Highways on 0845 352 1857. 

DATED this 5 day of January 2012 
N SHARMA Director of Legal and Governance Services 
Sandwell Council House,Oldbury, West Midlands 
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We Buy Properties 4 Cash 
Quick Completion • No Fees 
For a quick reponse, Call Now- 

OI 21 505 2026 
07939 132840 


accommodation to 
let 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup¬ 
plying particulars of premises to 


SHORT & LONG TERM 
FURNISHED LETS 

**Move In Today** 

No Deposit 

Clean & warm. Friendly Staff 
Luxury Studios from £99pw* 
Rooms from £60pw* 

•Includes Most Bills 


AREAS AVAILABLE 
Wednesbury, Dudley, 
Walsall, Willenhall, 
Bilston, Darlaston & 
Wolves. 

WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 
Tel 0121 568 7400/ 
0121 568 7097 

or call into our property shop at: 

J9 Accommodation 
5 Pinfold Street.Darlaston WS10 8SY. 
See website: www.j9accommodation.co.uk 


\ Midland Landlo 


Midland Landlord Accreditation Scheme 


Need To Sell Your House Fast? 
Guaranteed Quick Offer 
Up to 100% of market value! 
Call Sue on 0121 285 0317. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


THREE BED House, Cannock 
area, GCH, DG, DSS accepted. 
£595 pcm. 01543 459141 / 07736 
418358. 


FREE ADS! 

for items under £500 
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experts 


YOUR AD 
HERE 

Call us on 01902 319 573 
to advertise your business on 
these pages 




BUILDERS 

i 

KITCHENS 


CARPETS 


1 
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J.B. & Son Building 
Services Ltd 



1 


FULL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


• Bricklaying • Repointing • Roofing • Plumbing 
Electrical • Fencing • Landscaping • Extensions • Quality 
work • Competitive prices • Spray foam insulation 
Free Quotations • Good prices 
• All work guaranteed 


0121 556 0274 / 07765 007750 


CARPET CLEANING 


CARPETS CLEANED 


Professionally In Any Size Room 


mi ai 


Two or more Carpets £20.00 each 

THREE PIECE SUITES £59 NO HIDDEN EXTRAS - ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

PHONE PAUL FROM: SpiC & Span 
Call: 01902 564695 

DOMESTIC TARIFF ONLY. PLEASE CALL FOR BUSINESS RATES 


CLEANING SERVICES 



Some of the Services we can provide: 

• Full Spring Clean 

• Day to Day Cleaning 

• Weekly Cleaning Service 

• Pre-Tenancy, End Tenancy Domestic Clean 

• Oven Cleaning 

• Fridge Cleaning 

• Ironing Service 
Also one off cleans welcome 

Call: Ann 0121 530 8923 or 07936 714472 
Dee 0121 532 4574 or 07960 06595 I 


Dee & Ann 

SPARKLE AND SHINE 

Domestic Cleaning Services 



k All electrical 
repairs undertaken, 

I ★ Electric showers 
, ★ Security lights 
★ Extra sockets and lights 
I ★ Rewires 

. ★ Burglar alarms Installation, 
Repair & Service all makes. 

I Free Quotes 

Telephone: 0121-556 7024 
, Mobile: 07956 954763 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ^ - 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


ELECTRICIANS 


ARCHER J 
ELECTRICAL T 
SERVICES v 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


Registered Company EPP31221 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


LECTRiQ 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small 



AERIALS 


BLINDS & CURTAINS 


DECORATING 


GARDENING 


RAPID AERIALS 

ALL TYPES OF AERIALS 
FITTED & REPAIRS 

• 10% discount for OAPs 

• Same day service 

• Freeview Specialist 
• Free call out / Free estimates 

• Extensions 

0800 633 5899 
07960 173589 



J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

£20 OFF 

WITH THIS ADVERT FOR 
NEW AERIAL INSTALLED 


FREE QUOTES - OAP Discount 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785 / 07919 597626 


DRAIN CLEANING 


BLOCKAGES AWAY 

HIGH PRESSURE DRAINS CLEARED 

Domestic and Commercial 
No call out charge 
24/7 

TELEPHONE: 01322 801407 
MOBILE: 07052 137081 


BUNDS & AWNINGS 


§BEST BBMCES EUEB 

Curved Blind SALE We will Beat Any 
(Fol low .^Bay^window) |NOW ON Like for Like Quote 

5 Quality 
Vertical Blinds 


FREE Home Quote • FREE Fitting • FAST Local Service 

Quality Products / Quality Prices , 

0800 0347 111 |ir 

vrww.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 9 7cT a ys m 


CARPENTRY 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL. OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied 
and fitted £54.50 each 

• 6 x 6 Panel pre-painted doors fully 
fitted for £375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic coated 
doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available ^ 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 


CANOPIES 



J H CONTRACTORS 

Family run business for over 30 years 

Need a Canopy, 
Porch, Conservatory, 
or Doors 

I For a Free Quotation 

■ 0121 530 0959 
07968 762482 



jr 'Local and professional decorating 

1VL artyn services at highly competitive rates' 
fit T ame S ♦ internal and external work undertaken 
♦ Fully qualified 


07912 566765 

nartyn-james.com www.martyn-james.com 


DOOR SPECIALISTS 


( The POORS flon j 

Internal/External Doors i «. 
Supplied and Fitted j * 

For more details or a FREE brochure ' 

Please call 

( 0800 121 6466 


0 


Carpentry Services 
Purpose Made Joinery 
Doors 
Kitchens 
Bedrooms 
Refurbishments 


07932673131 01215315336 
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Mp 


ROWAN TREE ft 
GARDftl SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Stump Grinding 
• Gardens Maintained • Hedges • Fencing 
• Turfing • Jungles Cleared 

01384 213644 or 07733 226668 


Age Concern & 

Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. Qualified - 
Public Liability Insurance (5mil) 
All Staff C.R.B. Certified 


FENCING 


|x, 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

OPEN TILL 1.00pm ON SATURDAYS 
Suppliers of Wood and Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards, Trellis 


20% DISCOUNT ON FENCING OR GATES 
FITTED IN DECEMBER & JANUARY 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME ^ 

._. UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, _ 

1985 THE 0LD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK L®** ■ 

I-1 www.TandDfencing.co.uk 1 -'l 

i EZXEEEgKgmi 


SPECIALISTS CONTINUE ON 
PAGE 50 
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Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. Flat pack furniture • curtain and blind hanging 
• hanging doors • felting sheds • changing locks 
• painting & decorating • putting up shelves 
• laying of ceramic / laminate floors • all at competitive prices 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

01384 252108 / 07988 263578 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


safe 


KEATON 


BOILERS, COOKERS, FIRES, ETC 

INSTALL 07901 773822 
SERVICE 0121 552 6402 

REPAIR Landlords Safety Checks \ 


H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs / E st^ 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 . 
X._www.household-plumbing.co.uk 



EATING SOLUTIONS 


Complete central heating installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 

Tel:078l4 881504 
300347 NO OBLIGATION < 




K S TROMANS 
PLUMBING 


Heating & Gas Fitting Services 


•Upgrade Your Heating Systems, 
New Boilers and Radiators 
•Gas Fires and Cookers Fitted 7 
•New Bathroom Suites /safe 


Ring now for Free Quotes 

07884 266330 
0121 556 5906 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in 
replacing Boilers, 
Power Flushing Systems 
8c Upgrading Systems 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas ■ 



SKIP HIRE 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


, ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

"A CHEAP RUBBISH 1 
I REMOVAL 7 DAYS I 

Small Jobs , - 

| NO PROBLEM \ 

We load, 

No Skips 
Free Estimates 

■ Garden, Household, Shed, 

I Garage, Fridges, White . 
I Goods, House Clearances I 

10121 500 60331 

WEST BROMWICH 


■x 

- d Fre 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 


Rubbish Removal 

Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

(No skips) 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 

Every Thursday our special jobs 
section is packed with the week’s 
hottest vacancies. 

Make sure you get your copy - it might 
be just what you’ve been waiting for. 


expressandstar.com 


BROMLEY CARPETS ^ 

• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 

• Masive range of samples straight to your door 

• Choose At Home Service 

• Bromley Carpets promises not to overcharge 
you for carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and 
removing old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately due to overwhelming demand 
for carpet fitting, laminate flooring and 
contract work, we are unable to offer a 
dedicated carpet and upholstery cleaning 
service at this time. 


ALL. LVLAJOFS 
CFSEDLT 
CAFSDS 
A C CEE TED 


Call Andy or Tommy Bromley 
on 0121-525 8870 or 
SD07956 308581 


Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 
and has held a Consumer Credit Licence since 1990. 

OF= TMOMStS 


PLASTERING 


fGA. Plastering 

| SPECIALIST PLASTERER 

Affordable, 
Dependable, Reliable 

No job too small 

Call 07538 718264 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* ARTE) MAN; 

★ ★ 
J Complete range £ 
★ ★ 

* Repairs and coving £ 

★ ★ 

J FOR FREE ESTIMATE ★ 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley ★ 

* (01902)675144/ * 
I 07890 655189 J 


ROB S PLASTERING 
SERVICES 


AFFORDABLE, 
DEPENDABLE, RELIABLE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

07986 657832 
0121 520 9765 

City & Guilds level 2 Qualified 
12 years experience 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 




*• Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
. . . t * Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 

—- ★ Plumbing / emergencies ■ * ■ ~ 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed , —' t- 

For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 


ROOFING 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


EH 

e To retrieve the replies 


I Reply to an ad Place your ad 

j by phone 0905 436 6562 * call 0800 121 6140* 1 
I by text 78850 0 

I advertiser and the advert has a £ symbc 
" /ou can. Simply text WOL followed I 


match 



www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


View pictures 

Text 88833 £§) 


TALL handsome male, 41 
GSOH, likes romantic 
days/nights in/out, WLTM 
attractive, down to earth, 
young lady, 35-55, size 
f unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
r 436 6562 Box No: 

346611 0 SB 


ELP help, help! 

nexperienced CD, 52, seeks 
nderstanding female for fun 
and excitement. Tel No: 0905 


women seeking men 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local 
people. Send : CHAT207 To : 
65125. Or call 0906 635 0510. 
(T&C's below) 

JEAN 5ft slim, busty blonde, 
new to dating and fed up of 
going through the pub scene, 
WLTM down to earth male for 
adult company. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 382207 

KATIE pretty slim blonde 
female, 35, N/S, likes pubs, 
countryside, meals out, seeking 
outgoing male for fun times, 
maybe relationship. Interested? 
ACA. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:382205 

SARAH 52, fun loving, 
affectionate, outgoing, likes 
pubs, meals out, walks, 
holidays, seeks kind, romantic, 
loving man. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 382359 0 

CLARE 25yr old single mum 
looking for fun times. I have 
red/blonde hair, blue eyes and 
am up for lots of fun. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 382211 

LAURA slim green eyed 25yr 
old female looking for good 
times only. Any age/status. Must 
be adventurous and confident. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
382209 

STACEY young sensual 20yr 
old looking for fun times. Call me 
to find out more. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 382091 0 

MICHELLE blonde blue eyed 
happy female, loves heels and 
being feminine, OHAC, self 
sufficient, looking for male for 
long term romance and more. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


JESSIE single mum 24 looking 
for her Mr Right for equally 
respectful relationship, hopefully 
blossoming into love. Single 
dads welcome. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 382087 0 

ATTRACTIVE female, 42, slim, 
brunette, no ties, N/S, likes 
travel, nights out, weekends 
away, seeks slim male for 
possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 327579 

JENNY blue eyed cuddly 
independent female, loves 
countryside, animals, cooking, 
WLTM older male to spoil and 
look after. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 378481 0 

KIRSTY 36 attractive, blonde, 
seeking open-minded decent 
male for fun friendship, 40- 
60yrs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 373013 0 

ANNA 29yr old nurse, 6ft curvy 
auburn beauty, likes cosy nights 
in, genuinely seeking older, well 
built male to look after, 40- 
69yrs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 375139 0 

I’M attractive, very tactile with 
an hourglass figure, looking for 
fun and good times. Can you 
help? Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 368889 0 65 



SUZANNA lonely beautiful 
classy French lady looking for 
happy decent reliable man for 
lots of TLC and good times. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
375711 0 

BETTY fuller figured black 
female, 26, body confident, 
affectionate, WLTM older 
chocolate loving male for 
daytime meets. Any status. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
377511 0 

5FT lins female, brown hair, 
blue eyes, seeks male, 40-50. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
382099 

SHARON 32, attractive black 
single mum of one, very tactile 
and WLTM male 45-65yrs for 
fun meets. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 376565 0 

PAULINE attractive petite nurse, 
loves evenings in/out, looking for 
honest male to share loving 
friendship and good times. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
379535 0 

JOY very hot fun loving 35yr old 
American female over on 
regular business, looking for 
English gent for mutually 
convenient friendship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 

378507 0 

VERY attractive 18yr old fitness 
instructor looking to burn some 
extra calories with older 
experienced male who thinks he 
can keep up, 30-60. ACA. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
364311 0 

DIVORCED very lonely single 
mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
370023 0 

ATTRACTIVE 45yr old female, 
seeks genuine, attractive male, 
38-48 for friendship/relationship. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
388550 0 

SASHA Attractive curvaceous 
brunette, energetic, loving, 
professional seeks well 
balanced appreciative male for 
relationship. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 381735 

SUE 45yr old slim attractive 
blonde, loves working out, 
cooking, meals out, animals, 
looking for romance and good 
times with appreciative male. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
381711 

OLIVIA green eyed slim 
brunette seeking understanding 
male for mutual companionship 
and nice times. Age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381707 

DAWN attractive, slim female, 
45, N/S, no ties, WLTM tall, fit 
male with get up and go attitude 
towards life. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 375825 0 

HOME alone with no one to call 
my own! 38yr old naughty girl 
looking for fun. Can travel. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
363277 0 SB 

CARLY beautiful slim brunette 
looking for mature male 50- 
70yrs for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 376569 0 

29YR old large black female 
looking for much older male, up 
to 70yrs, for naughty friendship. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
370017 0 

SLIM attractive lady with long 
auburn hair just wants to have a 
good time with likeminded older 
guy up to 75yrs. Looks/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 368119 0 


JANE 40’s, blonde blue eyed 
petite build, with ties, WLTM 436 6562 Box No: 226021 
understanding tall, caring man 
for daytime meets. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 375141 0 


KEVIN 44, divorced, 5ft 8ins, 
brown hair, blue eyes, medium 
build, easygoing, down to earth, 
SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, likes meals out, cinema, seeks 


tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, 
loving male to enjoy affectionate 
relationship. Any age/looks. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
378483 0 


N/S female. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 377207 


JEFF slim, fit, active, 60, open- 
minded, seeks attractive lady, 
40-60 for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 
YOUNG looking attractive slim 6562 Box No: 379997 0 
blonde, very lonely, WLTM nice 

guy for whatever life throws at 54YR old divorced male, OHAC, 
us. No expectations. Tel No: seeks female under 50 for fun. 


6562 Box No: 


Follow us 

OC1 

1 (illy 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 0844 800 1188 
Monday - Friday 9 to 5 or alternatively, 
you can email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


0905 436 

370111 0 

CURVY red haired female, been 
hurt in the past seeks older 
male to buy her flowers and 
mend her broken heart. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 

377432 0 

LOVING caring young 67yr old 
female, 5ft 2ins, slim size 12, 
brown hair, likes meals out, 
GSOH, smoker, seeks slim, 
smart male with GSOH, 58-62. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
364651 0 m 

JANE 46, single mum, N/S, 
romantic, likes dancing, nights 
out, music, seeking male, 40-50 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
380591 0 

LOUISA looking for lovely, 
young male, 20-30’s, easygoing 

for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 380469 

MANDY 36, size 10, looking for 
relationship with open-minded 
man. Status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
360317 0 

men seeking women | 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local 
people. Send : CHAT207 To : 
65125. 

(T&C's below). 

DANIEL 49, tall, attractive, 
GSOH, seeks lady for fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 382559 0 

BILLY 50, black, Christian, 5ft 
5ins, GSOH, seeks warm, 
genuine, Christian lady. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 

382425 0 

MARK single dad, seeking 
female for nights in/out, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381779 

MALE 58, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, short hair, GSOH, seeks 
female, 50-60 to share 
happiness and life with. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 

370649 0 SB 

FUN loving professional male, 
37, seeks female for company, 
nights in/out, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
382417 0 

62YR old male, divorced, 
medium build, dark hair, GSOH, 
enjoys music, sport, gardening, 
socialising, seeks local lady for 

LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 382401 

KEVIN solvent, 6ft 2ins, athletic, 
looking for soul mate. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 382385 

JOE seeking fun, sexy girl in 
similar area. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 382345 

PAUL OHAC, N/S, divorced, 
average guy, sociable, tactile, 
likes most things, seeks lady for 

LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 382335 0 

62YR old honest, caring gent, 
seeks female for LTR. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 357121 

LOVING caring 63yr old 
widower, seeks lady for caring 
relationship and to share the 
good things in life. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 379341 0 

MALE likes walks, talks, 
cooking, theatre, seeks female 

for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 381771 

MIKE friendly guy 48, tall, fit, 
GSOH, seeks lady for fun. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
376921 


Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
379729 0 

ATTRACTIVE tall honest guy, 
48, polite, respectful with 
GSOH, seeks female for fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 371823 

JOHN 48, 5ft lOins, warm, 
intelligent, hardworking, 

unconventional, unpretentious, 
seeks sensitive, intelligent lady. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
388412 

DAVE 44 slim, good looking, 
N/S, 5ft 9ins, no ties, WLTM 
slim, attractive, fun loving girl for 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381547 

ALAN young 62, N/S, slim, 
solvent, successful, OHAC, 
WLTM sensitive, caring female, 
50-60 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:380651 0 

MALE 50, fit, friendly, down to 
earth, seeks female for fun. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
372407 

ATHLETIC good looking 31 yr 
old male, seeks slim, attractive 
female for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 370821 

ALAN young 60, N/S, slim, 
OHAC, solvent, successful, 6ft, 
WLTM sensitive, caring female, 
45-60 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 388912 0 

GENUINE male, 54, own home, 
seeks female, any age for fun. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
368871 SB 

MALE 57, no ties, good looking, 
N/S, seeks mature female to 
end loneliness and become soul 
mates forever. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 372737 

TALL romantic, outgoing lonely 
51yr old fit, healthy guy, N/S, 
likes cooking, music, seeks 
attractive, likeminded female for 
companionship and more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
388862 0 

MALE 59, black hair, green 
eyes, glasses, N/S, likes meals 
out, occasional drink, seeks 
lady 49-70, looks unimportant 
for friendship etc. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 381523 

WHITE male late 60’s, N/S, non 
drinker, seeks lady in her 50- 
60’s. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 381437 

60’S MAmale, medium build, fit, 
high drive, seeks West Midlands 
lady who needs occasional 
male evening/weekend 

company. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381307 0 

PAUL 60, medium build, fit, virile 
with strong needs, WLTM West 
Midland lady for regular mutual 
pleasure. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 374821 

BRIAN 60, single, 5ft lOins, 
medium build, down to earth, 
seeks genuine lady friend who 
is romantic. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 372181 


IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet 
or chat to other men, look no 
further. TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
www.localgaydate.co.uk 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, 
blue eyes, blond hair, seeks slim 
male for fun relationship. Any 
area, can travel. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 311892 S3 


http://dating.expressandstaricom 


CALL CHARGES*: 0905 calls cost £1.33 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded 
and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: SMS Chat Services: 65125/88300. After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per 
mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be charged at £1.50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced 
operators. EasyChat/FastChat: You will be sent a MMS with 3 photos at a cost of £1.50 per photo. Subsequent msgs charged at £1.50 per 
msg.. Check your operator's to send mms charges. 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these 
services, if not contact your Network Provider. Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message received. A minimum of six messages are checked 
and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week 
(3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. 
For full T&Cs go to www.locaidates-terms.co.uk<http://www.localdates-terms.co.uk> /. We reserve the right to contact individuals with 
promotional information. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details 
you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for 
marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Adverts are from Wolverhamptom and surrounding areas and may appear in other 
publications. WC 020112 
































































































SPORT 


thechronide 



Striker Jermain Defoe fires in a shot during Tottenham’s 1 -0 victory over Albion Spurs defender Younes Kaboul receives attention on the White Hart Lane touchline 




Paul Scharner is stopped in his tracks by Tottenham match-winner Jermain Defoe 


Tottenham 1 Albion 0 


IDENTICAL scoreline. Very differ¬ 
ent feelings. There are 1-0 losses 
and 1-0 losses. 

And two days after a dismal defeat by a 
single goal at home Everton, a reshuffled, 
patched-up Albion repaired their damaged 
pride despite another narrow reverse in 
north London. 

In fact, the final score was pretty much 
the only thing that Tuesday night’s valiant 
loss at White Hart Lane had in common 
with the tame New Year’s Day giveaway at 
The Hawthorns. 

The outcome might have been the same 
on paper, but the manner in which Roy 
Hodgson’s side slipped to defeat to Totten¬ 
ham was entirely different to the way they 
sleep-walked to their previous loss. 

Problems 

There was little that was adventurous 
about the Baggies’ performance, which was 
designed almost entirely to frustrate a Tot¬ 
tenham side who are capable of sweeping 
aside the lesser lights of the Premier 
League. 

But given the crippling injury problems 
that meant Hodgson’s starting XI all-but 
picked itself and the scale of the challenge, 
the Baggies departed the capital with plenty 
of encouragement. 

The defensive battle-plan very nearly 
worked, thanks to a show of discipline, com¬ 
mitment and endeavour from Hodgson’s 
players. 

And the full-time ovation that greeted the 
men in red confirmed that the travelling 
supporters approved. 

For 63 minutes Albion kept their impos¬ 
ing hosts at bay with a combination of 
organisation and conviction. 

And, once long-time nemesis Jermain 
Defoe had broken their brave resistance, the 
Baggies conjured a late but spirited attack¬ 
ing display that gave Harry Redknapp’s 
title-chasers some nervy moments before 


their hard-fought victory was confirmed. It 
was an ultimately frustrating evening for 
Hodgson, and one that could become more 
costly after winger Jerome Thomas joined 
the lengthening Hawthorns injury-list. 

But with Hodgson’s starting line-up fea¬ 
turing four virtual Premier League novices 
and his substitutes’ bench including a half- 
fit James Morrison, the Baggies head coach 
had plenty to smile about, not least the con¬ 
fident display of teenager George Thorne in 
his first top-flight start. 

The pattern that most expected for the 
game began to develop early on, with Tot¬ 
tenham forcing five corners in the opening 


four minutes and Baggies centre-backs 
Gareth McAuley and Craig Dawson making 
timely headed blocks. 

And McAuley was also on hand to place 
his body in the way of a clever shot from 
Luka Modric from inside the visitors’ box. 

Hodgson’s men survived the early storm 
despite struggling to escape the confines of 
their own half. But the pressure resumed 
after a brief period of respite with Ben Fos¬ 
ter forced to punch away a Gareth Bale 
cross as Emmanuel Adebayor raced in to 
challenge him. 

There was a brief moment of attacking 
promise when neat footwork and a smart 


pass by Thomas sent Odemwingie racing 
clear but his cross towards Graham Dorrans 
was cut out superbly by the back-tracking 
Benoit Assou-Ekotto. 

And a further wave of Spurs pressure fol¬ 
lowed and the Baggies were indebted to Fos¬ 
ter for a superb fingertip save to turn a 
Rafael van der Vaart effort over the bar 
after a surging run by Assou-Ekotto. 

Albion spent much of the opening half 
camped in their own half as Odemwingie 
ploughed a lonely attacking furrow. 

The second half began in a similar vein, 
although the Baggies might have stunned 
their hosts when captain-for-the-evening 
Nicky Shorey forced a corner and Dorrans’ 
delivery proved a fraction high for Dawson, 
who skimmed a difficult header wide. 

Yet Spurs’ relentless pressure finally paid 
off on 63 minutes when a trademark Assou- 
Ekotto overlap sparked a goalmouth scram¬ 
ble that Albion could not survive. 

They failed to clear the initial cross, and 
when the ball dropped for Bale, the Welsh¬ 
man stayed composed to feed Defoe, who 
turned away from Dawson to find the bot¬ 
tom corner for a fourth goal in his past three 
games against Albion. 

Hodgson’s men were forced to take more 
chances in their hunt for an equaliser and 
they enjoyed a couple of promising moments 
while Spurs were reduced to nine men fol¬ 
lowing an ugly collision between Younes 
Kaboul and substitute Jake Livermore. 

Baggies sub Morrison weaved through a 
series of challenges but found a shortage of 
team-mates in the box when he finally deliv¬ 
ered a cross. And Simon Cox just cleared the 
crossbar in his attempts to match that feat 
from distance. 

Somen Tchoyi was sent on for the final 
few moments in the hope of a moment of 
inspiration. The unpredictable Cameroon 
star almost produced one, powering through 
the centre and letting fly from distance with 
a shot that keeper Brad Friedel beat away. 

Shorey delivered a string of dangerous 
flag-kicks late on but Hodgson’s men could 
not get a telling touch. 


Our terrible 
home record 
must improve 
- Scharner 

MIDFIELDER Paul Scharner admitted Albion’s home form 
this season is unacceptable as he took responsibility for 
Everton’s Hawthorns winner. 

The Austria international conceded the Baggies must 
improve their record of just two wins from 10 home Premier 
League matches. 

They suffered their sixth Hawthorns defeat of the season 
on New Year’s Day as they went down 1-0 to Everton. 

Scharner said: “It is definitely something we have to put 
the focus on and we need to start picking up points at home 


otherwise we are struggling. 

“Maybe at home everyone 
is waiting for us to dictate 
the game and create chances 
and keep possession and at 
the moment we can’t reach 
our top level at home. 

“The record is terrible. 
This season we don’t score 
as many goals as last season. 

“It was a horrible game 
from us.” 

Victor Anichebe’s scram¬ 
bled 87th-minute winner 
settled a poor game and 
Scharner shouldered the 
blame after his attempted 
clearance saw the ball drop 
to the feet of the Nigerian. 

Scharner said: “It was a 
missed header from me. 

“Me and Billy Jones both 
went for the ball and you are 
never sure ‘can I go’ or will 
he go’? 

Wide 

“We were disappointed. 
We couldn’t get the tempo 
high and we couldn’t create 
any chances and then we 
conceded a goal like that.” 

The first half was a com¬ 
plete non-event with neither 
side creating a clearcut scor¬ 
ing chance. 

Shane Long sent a full- 
stretch header wide of the 
target from a Chris Brunt 
cross after a neat Albion 
build-up. 

Ben Foster then made a 
good block from a Jack Rod- 
well shot for Everton after 
pawing away a high ball in a 
goalmouth scramble. 

And Rodwell sent a diffi¬ 
cult glancing header wide 
just before half-time from a 
Leighton Baines corner. 

But it was little surprise 
to see the scoresheet blank 
at the break. 

Albion should have been 
in front two minutes after 
the restart, however, when a 
James Morrison header sent 
Peter Odemwingie clear of 
the Everton defence. 

The Nigerian was pre¬ 
sented with a tricky chance 
but he fired wildly over the 
top when he should have 
tested Tim Howard in the 
Toffees’ goal. 

Long saw another cross, 
this time from Jerome 
Thomas, drift away from 


Albion 0 
Everton 1 


him agonisingly at the far 
post on the hour-mark. 

And the first effort on tar¬ 
get arrived on the hour- 
mark but even then a low 
shot from Anichebe was 
straight at Foster. 

But it was Anichebe who 
netted the only goal of the 
game just three minutes 
from time. 

Albion failed to deal with 
a high ball from the right 
and it dropped for the Tof¬ 
fees substitute to finish a 
scruffy move with a neat fin¬ 
ish. 

Boss Roy Hodgson said: 
“It was a 0-0 game where 
both teams defended quite 
well I thought and nullified 
each other. 

“But wasn’t a 0-0 game - 
that’s the problem - it was a 
1-0 game. 

“And 1-0 games, especially 
when the goal for them 
comes so late in the game, as 
it did against Stoke, are the 
hardest results to accept and 
come to terms with. 

“I’m very disappointed 
that we couldn’t continue 
what has been quite a good 
run in the last three games, 
continue playing the same 
level of football, and most 
importantly, couldn’t con¬ 
tinue amassing points. 

“I think they must be feel¬ 
ing very grateful that we 
gifted them the goal three 
minutes from the end with 
an obvious mistake. 

“We didn’t create that 
many chances. 

“I don’t think it was any¬ 
where near as good a per¬ 
formance attacking-wise. 

“Shane has been strug¬ 
gling with a back injury and 
needed an injection to get 
him on the field. 

“I didn’t think there were 
any changes I could make 
that would win us the game. 

“I was also fearful that 
any changes I made might 
lead to them scoring a goal. 

“As it happened, they got 
the goal anyway. ” 
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Get YOUR team featured in the Chronicle 

email chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 
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New-boy: 
I shall be 
the Enda 
Warnock 

ENDA STEVENS has 
vowed to challenge and 
learn from first-choice Villa 
left-back Stephen Warnock 
after his transfer from 
Shamrock Rovers was rub¬ 
ber-stamped. 

The Ireland Under-21 
international has signed a 
three-and-a-half-year con¬ 
tact and had already spent a 
fortnight training with his 
Villa team-mates following 
the end of Shamrock’s 
Europa League campaign. 

The Dublin-born young¬ 
ster realises it will not be 
easy to dislodge Warnock 
who has played every single 
minute in the Premier 
League for Villa this season. 

“Stephen is a quality 
player, he’s proved himself 
and it’s up to me now to just 
hit the ground running and 
try to prove myself,” he said. 

“It’s an exciting challenge. 
I’ve worked hard to get here, 
but I’ve got to keep working 
hard to prove myself.” 

Warnock made a costly 
error in Villa’s 2-0 defeat to 
Swansea which has seen 
some fans call for Stevens to 
given a chance against Bris¬ 
tol Rovers in the FA Cup. 

But the 21-year-old admit¬ 
ted he was still some way 
short of the fitness levels 
required and also leapt to 
Warnock’s defence. 

“Players make mistakes,” 
added Stevens. “Stephen is a 
top quality player. He’s a full 
international. All I can do is 
learn from him and we’ll see 
where it goes from there.” 

Lewis nets 
the winner 

AFC SMETHWICK picked 
up a crucial three points 
with a 2-1 win over fellow 
West Midlands League Divi¬ 
sion One promotion hopeful 
AFC Wombourne. 

Both goalkeepers saw 
plenty of action and two 
remarkable saves from Dave 
Scorer in Wombourne goal 
prevented the home side 
taking the lead. 

Within a minute of start¬ 
ing the second half, Wom¬ 
bourne were awarded a 
penalty when Paul Harris 
was brought down but Chris 
Holliday blazed over. 

Scorer made another mag¬ 
nificent save in the 65th 
minute but the ball bounced 
nicely for Martin Lewis to 
give Smethwick the lead. 

Ten minutes later, Holli¬ 
day made up for his penalty 
miss by expertly crossing for 
Harris to head home. 

With three minutes left 
Lewis netted his second to 
give Smethwick the points. 


Tividale bounce back to claim easy victory 


TIVIDALE returned to winning ways as 
they bounced back after conceding an early 
goal to beat Heath Hayes 3-1. 

Tividale could not have got off to a worse 
start when a slip by the usually-reliable 
Andy Parsons in the third minute let in 
Chris Geldart, whose excellent cross was 
turned in by David Waple. 

With a howling wind blowing into their 
faces in the first half, the Tividale players 
found it difficult to get their passing game 
going and even keeper Tim Beech was 
struggling with his normal excellent distri¬ 
bution. On the other hand, Heath Hayes 


Heath Hayes 1 Tividale 3 


took every opportunity to hit long balls to 
Waple and Ben Haseley, their two sharp¬ 
shooters up front. 

Yet, despite being at a disadvantage, it 
was Tividale who had the best of the 
chances after their early setback. 

In the sixth minute Jason Chilton played 
in Matt Jukes, who laid off a neat pass to 
Adam Hill but the forceful playmaker’s shot 
was blocked. 

From that attack Heath Hayes went 
straight on the counter when Haseley burst 


forward but as he was teeing up his shot 
Joel Kettle stopped him in his tracks with a 
brilliant tackle. Hayes then missed a glori¬ 
ous chance in thel5th minute when a corner 
sailed over everyone in the box and fell to 
the unmarked Tom Baggott, who shot wide. 

Back at the other end Jukes should have 
cashed in on a defensive mistake but shot 
wide when well placed. 

Then Beech’s clearance was caught in the 
wind and the ball went straight to Haseley, 
but the goalkeeper redeemed himself by get¬ 
ting down well to save his shot. 

In the 33rd minute Hayes’ Joseph 


McNulty went on a driving run from the 
midfield but his shot sailed wide. Tividale 
began to get to grips with the conditions and 
equalised on 42 minutes through Jukes. 

The second half started just like as the 
first one with a goal inside the first three 
minutes. This time it was the visitors who 
scored through Chris Russell. 

Tividale dominated procedures through¬ 
out the second half. They finally secured the 
win in the 70th minute when the wind 
played its part, allowing Russell to intercept 
a short clearance and play in Adam Hill to 
score. 


GEORGE READY TO 
BE THORNE IN SIDE 


BIRTHDAY boy George Thorne claims he is ready for regular Albion 
games after making his first Premier League start at Tottenham. 

The highly-rated midfield prospect turned 19 on Wednesday after starting in the top 
flight for the first time the previous night in the 1-0 defeat to Spurs. And, after impressing 
at White Hart Lane, the England youth international is hoping to push his claims for a 
regular place. 

“I’m itching to play,” said the imposing midfielder, who was recalled from a loan spell 
at Portsmouth because of Albion’s injury crisis. “I said to the gaffer, he’s done right with 
me. He’s given me tasters and picked his time to select me but I feel ready now. 


“And I’m itching to get 
more game time under my 
belt. 

“We have been unfortu¬ 
nate with all the injuries 
we’ve had and we’ve got a 
lot of key players out. 

“But players such as 
myself need to stand up and 
be counted and take a posi¬ 
tion that is there for the tak¬ 
ing. 

“If I’m playing well and 
one of our top players comes 
back and they’re performing 
well, it’s only good for the 
team to have players on top 
form in or out the team.” 

Nerves 

Thorne caught the eye 
alongside Paul Scharner at 
the heart of the Baggies mid- 
field and he believes regular 
training with the first team 
prepared him for facing Tot¬ 
tenham’s midfield stars. 

But he admitted Jermain 
Defoe’s winner for Spurs left 
him with mixed feelings. 

“I’ve been playing with 
these players day in, day out 
for a long time now so I 
know the level I need to be 
at,” said the Chatham-born 
Albion academy graduate. 

“It was my first start, so 
there were a few nerves and 
a bit of anxiety, naturally. 

“But after a couple of 
touches I felt like I was get¬ 
ting into my stride and get¬ 
ting into the game. 

“I feel happy to have 


By Steve 


played but there’s a damp¬ 
ener on it to not have come 
away with the point.” 

Hodgson paid tribute to 
his Albion stand-ins after 
the Baggies’ battling defeat 
at White Hart Lane. 

The Hawthorns boss 
praised the efforts of his 
reshaped side, which was 
missing seven first-team 
players through injury. 

“We’ve got more than 11 
players at our football club 
and we had a lot of players 
out there that haven’t 
played for a while and were 
very anxious to play. 

“Dorrans hadn’t played 
for a long time but unfortu¬ 
nately for him he fell sick at 
the start of the week. 

“That was obviously going 
to hamper his performance 
but he was still able to get 
out on the field and he 
needed it. 

“Cox has been waiting a 
long time for a chance as 
Jar a Reyes has. 

“George Thorne is one 
we’ve had up our sleeve for 
a long time and Craig Daw¬ 
son has been waiting for a 
long time to play. 

“They’ve been kept out of 
the team because the ones in 
the team have played well 
enough to keep them on the 
sidelines. 

“They got their chance 


Madeley 


when the others were miss¬ 
ing and I think they acquit¬ 
ted themselves very well. 

“I thought George Thorne 
was very good.” 

Albion soaked up waves of 
Spurs pressure before Defoe 
struck on 63 minutes. 

And Hodgson insisted 
they got their approach spot 
on. 

“We’ll never know if we’d 
have played higher up the 
field from the start and 
opened ourselves up in mid- 
field and given them even 
more opportunity to get 
shots in we might have been 
a lot more than a goal 
down,” he said. 

“I think all the time you 
can keep games tight, espe¬ 
cially against the top teams, 
you give yourselves a 
chance. 

“Even when you go 1-0 
down you are not out of the 
game. You might sneak 
yourselves back into it as we 
almost did. 

“We didn’t play that deep 
in actual fact. We had seven 
off-sides in the first half, 
which is a lot of off-sides to 
get. 

“But what we didn’t do 
was race everyone up the 
field to push up on their cen¬ 
tre-backs and make it that 
much easier to get through 
our midfield.” 



George Thorne wants an extended run after making his full Premier League debut 


Foresters 
carve out 
a victory 
over Yeltz 

HALESOWEN TOWN suf¬ 
fered a 1-0 defeat at Cinder- 
ford in a game littered with 
seven yellow cards and two 
reds. 

With their trio of leading 
goalscorers Justin Nisbett, 
Naveed Arshad and Lee 
Chilton all absent, Hale¬ 
sowen faced an uphill task, 
although the weakened Yeltz 
still edged the first half. 

Mark Smith went close 
with a third-minute header 
and Anthony Bruce struck 
just wide from the edge of 
the area after 11 minutes. 

In an first half, Cinderford 
created their first chance in 
the 25th minute when 
Stephen Jackson produced a 
fingertip save from Nick 
McCootie’s low shot. 

Jean-Michel Gueyes 
replaced injured Halesowen 
full-back Nathaniel Caines 
at half-time and Michael 
McGrath went close early in 
the second half. 

The Foresters crafted 
their solitary 58th minute 
winning goal when 
McCootie worked free down 
the right and squared across 
the penalty area for Andy 
Lewis to side-foot home. 

There was little further 
goalmouth action and both 
sides ended the game with 
ten men. Cinderford’s Dan 
Harrison was first to be 
given his marching orders 
for his second booking after 
68 minutes. 

Yeltz were unable to take 
advantage and then had 
Bruce dismissed in the 81st 
minute for his second book¬ 
able offence. 

Runner Bob 
is first home 

BOB MEEK ran out the 
winner of the 65th annual 
West Bromwich Harriers’ 
handicap race and took 
home the Geoff Ashby 
Memorial Trophy. 

Meek, in a time of 28 min¬ 
utes and two seconds, came 
first at Dartmouth Park on 
Boxing Day, followed by sec¬ 
ond-placed Steve Pitt. 

Despite registering the 
fastest time of 21:20 over 
the three-and-a-half miles, 
Girmal Dehl finished third. 

Malcolm Carr, ‘Blind’ 
Dave Heeley’s partner for 
the seven marathons in 
seven days over seven conti¬ 
nents, was fourth. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, 
Telford. Thursday, 
January 5, 2012. 


Tipton Home Care Limited 


Providing personal care and support to the people of Tipton and surrounding areas 

Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to anyone who would like to join our company as care 

workers to meet our ever increasing client list: 

Please call Stuart Higgins on 0121 557 3649 or visit www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 


01215573649 
(9 am-5 pm) 
07889 018517 
(mobile) 


Mnesbury, fmObj 6) 

West Bromwich V 1 

and now covering 01215576080 
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A new Sixth Form for the West Midlands 


If you want A Level results that will get you into a good 
university course and the career of your choice, start by 
choosing Central Sixth for your sixth form experience. 

Our aim is simple: to enable the sixteen year-olds of today to 
become the actors, lawyers, scientists, politicians, doctors, nurses, 
vets, teachers, personnel managers, stage designers, engineers, 
accountants, chemists, writers and IT technicians of the future. 

Come to our open events at The Public and meet Dr Matt Lamb, 
our Director of Sixth Form, who will personally talk to you about 
your choices. 

And remember, travel to the new campus will be FREE for all 
16-18 year-old full time students! (subject to government policy) 

www.sandwell.ac.uk/sixth-form For more information call 0800 622 006 

Central Campus, 1 Spon Lane, West Bromwich, B70 6AW. 
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Centra I Sixth 


Sandwell College 



/ 



Central Sixth Form is an exciting new development in 
post-16 education for young people in the Black Country 
and Birmingham. Central Sixth will be based on the sixth 
floor of the brand new £77 million Sandwell College building 
in the heart of West Bromwich. 

We will be offering a wide range of A Levels taught by an experienced and inspirational 
team of lecturers. At Central Sixth, we will be offering a supportive adult environment 
where students are encouraged to be self-motivated and independent learners. 

In an increasingly competitive world we will be equipping our students with the knowledge, 
skills and abilities to successfully progress to university or enter the world of work. 

Central Sixth will provide your son or daughter with a world class education in the heart 
of the Black Country. Come to one of our open events to see what we have to offer. 

Dr. Matt Lamb, BA (Hons), MA, MIS, MBA, PhD, PGCE, MIFL. 

Director, Sandwell Sixth Form. 

Email: Matthew.Lamb@sandwell.ac.uk 
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Central Sixth is at the heart of the Black Country and within easy reach of 
Birmingham city centre, in a landmark building thafs free and easy to get to. 
Here are TEN REASONS why you should apply for a place: 

• We will give you impartial advice on whether A Levels are the right route for you and what subjects to take for university entrance 
and the best career prospects. 

• You will be taught by a team of lecturers who are experienced, highly-qualified and approachable. 

• You’ll study in a brand new £77 million building which will be the most modern college in the country, with state-of-the-art facilities 
for all of our students. 

• All of our full-time, 16-18 year-old students get a free travel pass and a netbook to help them complete their studies.* 

We are right next to West Bromwich bus station and Metro station, so we couldn’t be easier to get to. 

• The whole sixth floor of the new building is dedicated to Central Sixth, so that our students will enjoy a distinctive sixth form experience. 

• We offer a wider range of academic subjects than school sixth forms do. The choice is yours. 

• Our students are treated like adults. This isn’t a school sixth form but a college, where we help you develop confidence, independence 
and responsibility. 

• You will be supported every step of the way by a personal tutor who will make sure you are achieving your goals. In addition, 

Central Sixth has an extensive Advice and Guidance team to help you with university and career choices as well as with study and 
personal support. 

• We will provide additional support for students who are considering universities such as Oxford, Cambridge or the Russell Group, or 
challenging careers such as medicine, dentistry, law and veterinary science. 

• It’s not all work! We offer a full range of enrichment activities which are not only fun but help you make friends, develop new skills and 
add to your CV and university application. 

If you want to find out more about what we can do for your future, come to any of our open events. 
I'll be happy to meet you and talk through the options. 

• Subject to government policy. Netbook subject to attendance and performance. Awarded Spring 2013. 
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BIG 

DEAL 


Free Bus Pass for every 

full-time 16-18 year-old student* 

Free Netbook for every 

full-time 16-18 year-old student** 

Get into the new Central Campus and 
you’ll get the skills to get on in life, plus 
a travel card you can use seven days a 
week, a netbook and a wide range of 
free activities and subsidised trips to 
help you broaden your horizons, free of 
financial worries. 

Remember, the new college is opening 
in February right next to West 
Bromwich bus and Metro stations! 

* Subject to government policy 
** Subject to attendance and performance. 

Awarded Spring 2013. 




Aged 16-18? 

t *J Bored with school 
•1 • I or college? 

Change to Business 
Studies NOW for a 
January start 


We are running fast- 
track courses in 
Business Studies at 
Level 2 and Level 3, 
based in West 
Bromwich. Get the 
knowledge and 
skills you need 
to succeed in 
the world of 
business. 

See you at 
the open 
events! 


Come to our Open Days in the atrium of the 

New Central Campus ■ 

Spon Lane, West Bromwich 

Thursday, 12th January 5pm-8pm 

Friday, 13th January 3pm-7pm 

Saturday, 14th January 10am-2pm 



Courses available in: 


Airline Cabin Crew 


Employability 


Performing Arts 


Adult Literacy 


English for Speakers of Other 


Personal Licence Holders National 


Adult Numeracy 


Auto (Light Vehicle) 


Auto (Body Repair) 


Beauty Therapy 


Business Studies 


Business Management 


CAD 


Carpentry 


Childcare 


Citizenship and ESOL 


CNC 


Computer Games Design 


Computing 


Dance 


Drama 


Electrical & Electronics Servicing 


Languages (ESOL) 

Certificate 

ESOL and Driving 

Photography 

Fashion 

Plastering 

GCSE retakes in 
English/Maths/Science 

German for Tourists 

Plumbing 

Police Access 

Public Services 

Hairdressing 

Spanish for Tourists 

Health & Social Care 

Sports Studies 

Interactive Media 

Supporting Teaching & Learning in 

Italian for Tourists 

Schools 

iTQ for Office Administration 

Teacher Education 

Manufacturing Engineering HNC 

Technical Theatre 

Mentoring 

Tiling Skills 

Motorsports 

Travel & Tourism 

Painting & Decorating 

Web Design 

Parenting 



a 


Teacher Training 
courses starting 
in January ana 
September 

If you want to teach in Further 
Education, adult and community 
education, work-based learning and 
the voluntary sector, we offer the full 
range of PTLLS, CTLLS and DTLLS 
courses that will qualify you for a 
long-term career. Apply now and 
start in January or September. 


Want to 

improve your 
English? \ 

Sandwell College's 
ESOL team can help 
you with speaking, ^ 
listening, reading 
and writing, as well 
as numeracy, 
citizenship and 
employability. 

Computer skills for 
_ wherever you want 
to work 

You may be a school leaver who wants to learn the computer skills 
needed by every modern business, or a parent getting ready to go back 
to work, or you just need to get up to speed with computers and office 
administration to land you your ideal job. 

Whoever you are, and whatever you want to do, we have a full time or part 
time course at the right level for you. 
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Real apprentices! 

jobs available 

now! 


If you apply now and get straight to 
work on one of our apprenticeship 
schemes, you’ll be gaining nationally 
recognised qualifications, real life 
experience, excellent career prospects, 
AND earning at the same time. 

It’s a win-win situation. 




_ ^ 


We work with hundreds of different 
businesses and organisations - from 
leading blue-chip companies, the NHS 
and major retailers, to independent 
garages, pharmacies and care homes. 
The employers are on your doorstep, 
so you won’t have to go miles out of 
your way. 


Business Administration Apprenticeships 

We have live apprenticeships in commercial offices, HR departments, front-of-house teams and other business 
environments. 

Customer Service Apprenticeships MAJOR NATIONAL EMPLOYERS 

We have immediate apprenticeship opportunities in contact centres, sales teams and reception roles. Learn the skills used 
in millions of jobs across the UK. 

Health and Social Care Apprenticeships 


We have a variety of apprenticeships available in residential or domiciliary care, working with the elderly or people with 
learning disabilities. Applicants must be aged 18 or over. 

Engineering Apprenticeships new scheme 

Don’t believe what you read in the news - there are HUNDREDS of new engineering jobs being created across the West 


Midlands. Our apprenticeships are a great way of walking into one of those jobs and gaining skills for life. 


We also have vacancies for apprentices in all these areas: 

Dental Nursing _. 

Pharmacy Technicians f 


■ 1 
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Light Vehicle/Vehicle Body/Mechanical, Electrical, Trim 
Cleaning and Environmental Services 


Team Leading 













